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Sparking  Scouts’  interest  in  Amateur  Radio  has  merit 


Where  do  Amateur  Radio  operators 
come  from?  Where  does  that 
spark  come  from  that  causes  in¬ 
terest  in  radio  communications? 

On  March  20,  we  found  the  answers  to 
those  questions  at  the  1999  Boy  Scout 
Radio  Merit  Badge  Clinic.  There.  40 
young  men  gathered  to  earn  a  merit  badge 
that  focused  on  Amateur  Radio.  (The  Boy 
Scout  merit  badge  program  makes  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  scouts  to  experience  a  sampling 
from  a  myriad  of  different  hobbies,  career 
opportunities,  and  personal  development 
subjects.) 

It  was  almost  a  year  ago  that  the  West 
Allis  Radio  Amateur  Club  (W9FK),  along 
with  Boy  Scout  Troop  536  from  Milwau¬ 
kee,  hosted  Jamboree  of  the  Air  (JOTA). 
JOT  A  is  an  annual  scouting  event  that 
brings  hams  and  scouts  together  worldwide 
for  an  exciting  weekend  of  communicating 
by  ham  radio.  The  enthusiasm  that  this 
event  generated  infused  us  with  a  desire  to 
do  even  more. 

That  desire  eventually  led  us  to  orga¬ 
nize  the  Radio  Merit  Badge  Clinic.  Volun¬ 
teers  from  the  West  Allis  Radio  Amateur 
Club,  UW-Milwaukee,  Troop  536.  and  the 
Milwaukee  County  Council  of  Boy  Scout¬ 
ing  assembled  at  the  University  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Milwaukee  to  host  the  event.  Along 
with  the  required  radio  and  electronic 
theory,  scouts  enjoyed  a  QSO  with  hams 
from  around  the  Midwest.  There  was  also 
one  exciting  contact  with  Europe.  All  of 
the  Scouts  walked  away  with  their  com¬ 
pleted  merit  badge  and  a  basic  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  workings  of  Amateur  Radio. 

Following  the  clinic,  the  West  Allis 
hams  kindly  offered  licensing  classes  to 
the  scouts.  The  signup  for  that  training 
was  overwhelming!  At  the  completion  of 
those  classes,  15  or  more  new  hams  will 
be  added  to  the  ranks  of  Amateur  Radio. 

Our  thanks  to  the  following  people  for 
helping  to  make  our  clinic  such  a  great 
success:  The  University  of  Wisconsin  - 


By  Jay  Kempinger,  KA9NKA 


Jay  Kempinger,  KA9KNA,  welcomes  the  Scouts  to  the  Merit  Badge  Clinic,  as  Jim  White,  WB9YCS  (front  left),  listens. 

Photo  by  Phil  Gural/W9NAW 


Milwaukee  for  the  use  of  their  superb 
facility;  the  Amateur  Radio  Society  at 
UWM  (WB9JBF)  for  the  use  of  their 
station;  John  Bedore  (WD9IUV),  Ron 
Crown  (KA9JCP),  Phil  Gural  (W9NAW), 
Craig  Kasseckert  (KB9SLB),  Glen  Letts 
(N9NLO),  Tom  Liebe  (KB9TZB),  Tom 
Macon  (K9BTQ),  Fred  Mikolajewski 
(KC9WW),  Chris  Reynolds  (KC0ARF), 
Les  Peterson  (W9YCV),  Wayne  Schrubbe 


(N9RXB),  Tim  Schulman  (KB9HJN), 
Dave  Shank  (KA9WXN),  Tina  Smith 
(KB9TPA),  Howard  Smith  (WA9AXQ), 
Lynn  Tamblyn  (K9KR),  Jim  White  (WB9- 
YCS),  Jake  Haugh,  Patti  Kempinger, 
Jayson  Kempinger,  Jody  Rymaszewski, 
Fred  Witty,  John  Van  Dreese,  Jenny  Wry- 
cza,  David  Wrycza,  and  Dennis  Wrycza. 

QSOs  were  completed  with  Ivy  (KB9- 
QPM),  Pat  (KB90CZ),  Wayne  (WD9- 


FU),  Reed  (N9TVT),  Paul  (K90T),  Rick 
(W9RCW),  and  Jim  (AD9X). 

Another  photo  is  on  page  4.  □ 


Wisconsin  radio  amateurs 
e  mail  address  list  •  See 


AES  founder  Terry  J. 

S  ter  man,  W9DIA,  SK 

Terry  Sterman,  W9DIA,  the  man  who  founded  Amateur  Electronic  Supply  as 
a  teenager  in  the  1950s,  has  died.  He  was  60  and  had  been  in  ill  health  for  several 
years.  Press  reports  say  Sterman,  who  lived  alone,  died  March  30  following  a  fire 
in  his  Northwest  Milwaukee  home. 

First  licensed  in  1953,  Sterman  got  into  the  Amateur  Radio  business  as  a 
teenager  working  in  his  father’s  TV  and  electronics  parts  store,  Harris  Radio 
Corporation,  in  his  home  town  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin.  He  went  on  to  have  a 
substantial  impact  on  the  ham  radio  marketplace.  He  founded  Amateur  Electronic 
Supply  in  1957,  when  he  was  just  18  and  still  attending  Milwaukee  School  of 
Engineering  and  commuting  weekends  to  work  at  his  father’s  store. 

Sterman  had  suffered  from  serious  health  problems  since  1988,  according  to  his 
long-time  friend  and  associate  Ray  Grenier,  K9KHW,  who  had  worked  with 
Sterman  at  AES  from  the  early  years.  AES  changed  hands  January  1,  1998.  The 
new  owner  is  Amateur  Electronic  Supply  LLC,  headed  by  Phil  Majerus,  a 
prominent  Wisconsin  businessman. 

Survivors  include  Sterman’s  wife,  Elin,  as  well  as  a  daughter  and  a  brother. 
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SUNDAY',  JULY  li,  1999.  Kankakee  Area  Raaio 
Society  Hamfest,  Will  County  Fairgrounds,  Peotone,  1L. 
Contact  Billie  Kernuac,  KFQIF  <R\5>  939-7548. 

http:  //www .  geoc  ities .  com/capecanaveral/hanger/57 1 1 

SUNDAY,  JULY  18,  1999.  Fox  River  Radio  League 
Hamfest,  Sugar  Grove,  IL.  Contact: 
http .  // w  w  w  ,f  1 1  k ,  irg/liamlest .  html 

SUNDAY.  JULY  25.  1999.  Racine.  WI.  The  Racine 
Megacycle  Club,  Amateur  Radio  &  Computer  Show .  Contact: 
e-mail:  w9udu@wi.net 
voicemail:  (414)552-6RMC 
webpage:  http://www2.wi.net/~hamradio/ 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  14,  1999.  Circus  City 
Swapfest,  Baraboo,  Wl.  Contact:  Steve  Schulze,  N9UD0, 
(608)  356-2313/336-4777  or  Bill  Klinkner,  N9KXX,  (608) 
643-6908/643-6453.  e-mail: 

http://www.thelorax.eon/  ~  sschulze/hamfest.html 


See  also  the  back  page  and  flyer  ads  for  additional 
information  on  many  of  these  events. 

Let  us  know  of  your  dates  as  soon  as  you  know  them.  We 
wiii  list  them  and  perhaps  heip  avoid  conflicts  with  other 
events. 

As  a  service  to  our  readers,  this  section  of  Badger  State 
Smoke  Signals  is  available  without  charge  to  list  your 
upcoming  Swapfest,  Hamfest,  dinner,  picnic,  party  or  other 
event  of  interest  to  Radio  Amateurs  in  Wisconsin  and  nearby 
areas .  Send  information  on  your  event  to  Kenneth  A .  Ebneter , 
K9EN,  822  Wauona  Trail,  Portage,  WI  53901.  In  addition, 
space  is  available  at  attractive  rates  on  our  advertising  pages. 
For  information  on  rates  and  requirements  for  our  advertising 
pages ,  please  contact  K9ZZ  or  K9EN . 


9  CLUB 
S’*"  MEETINGS 


Swapfests 

and  Other  Social  Events 


SATURDAY,  M A  Y  1 ,  1999.  The  Ozaukee  Radio  Club 
will  sponsor  its  twenty  first  Annual  Cedarburg  Swapfest  at  the 
Circle-B  Recreation  Center,  Cedarburg,  WI.  Contact  Joe 
Holly,  ORC  Swapfest  Chairman,  1702  Holly  Lane,  Grafton, 
Wl  53024.  (414)  377-2137  or  Skip  Douglas  at  (414)  284- 
3271. 

SUNDAY,  MAY  2,  1999.  The  De  Kalb  Hamfest. 
Sandwich  Fairgrounds,  Sandwich,  IL.  Contact  KARC,  420  E 
Garden  St..  DeKalb,  IL  60115. 
http://tbcnet.com/  -  jleonard/hamfest.htm 

SATURDAY.  MAY  8, 1999.  The  Lakeshore  Hamfest  at 
Manitowoc  County  Expo.  Manitowoc.  WI.  Contact:  Red, 
N9GHE (920) 684-3733 or  Fred.  (920)682-9312.  ManCoRad 
Radio  Club,  PO  Box  204,  Manitowoc,  WI  54221-0204. 

FRIDA Y-SATURDAY,  JUNE  4-5,  1999  ARRL 
Hamboree  21  &  Iowa  state  convention.  South  Sioux  City  NE. 
Contact:  Mike  Nickolaus,  NFON,  316  East  32nd  St.,  South 
Sioux  City.  NE  68776.  (402)  494-6070.  e-mail 

nfOn@avalone.net 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  6,  1999.  The  Central  Wisconsin 
Radio  Amateurs  Swapfest  (Stevens  Pbint  area.)  has  been 
canceled.  Amateur  radio  exams  will  be  given  on  June  5.  (see 
testpoiot) 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  13,  1999.  Six  Meter  Club  of  Chicago 
Hamfest,  DuPage  County  Fairgrounds,  Wheaton,  IL. 
Contact:  (708)-442-4961. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  10,  1999.  South  Milwaukee 
Amateur  Radio  Club  Swapfest,  American  Legion  Park, 
Shepard  Avenue,  South  Milwaukee,  Wl.  Contact  South 
Milwaukee  ARC,  P  O.  Box  102,  South  Milwaukee,  WI 
53172.  (414)762-3235. 


SUNDAY,  AUGUST  29,  1999.  Woodstock  Hamfest, 
McHenry  County  Fair  grounds,  Woodstock,  IL.  Contact: 
(708)944-0500.  e-mail  TCRG@Quality-Enterprises.com 

SATURDAY-SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18-19,  1999. 
Peoria  Superfest,  Exposition  Gardens,  Peoria,  IL.  Contact: 
(309)692 -FEST(3378)e-nail www  w9uvi.org 

SATURDAY,  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  25-26.  1999. 
RADIO  EXPO  99,  Lake  County  Fairgrounds,  Grayslake,  IL. 
Contact:  (708)457-0966.  http://www.chicagomfclub.org 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  1, 1999.  Racine  Megacycle  Club 
Amateur  Radio  &  Computer  Auction.  Knights  of  Columbus 
Hall,  13249  Washington  Ave.,  Racine  WL 
www2 .  wi .  net/  -  hamradio/auction .  html 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  30,  1999.  HAMFEST 
Minnesota  &  Computer  Expo.  St.  Paul,  MN.  contact: 
(612)535-0637.  http://www.hamfestmn.org 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  8,  2000.  28th  Midwinter 
Swapfest,  Waukesha  County  Expo  Center  Forum,  Waukesha. 
WI.  Contact:  WARAC  Swapfest,  PO  Box  1072,  Milwaukee, 
WI  5320 1 ,  or  call  Phil ,  W9NAW  (414)425-  3649. 


Due  to  space  limitations,  we  cannot  always  carry  the  full 
listing  of  Wisconsin  and  area  club  meetings.  Please  see  the 
September  1998  meetings  column  for  the  latest  complete 
listing.  The  following  changes  have  been  reported  to  BSSS 
since  that  listing. 

EAU  CLAIRE  AMATEUR  RADIOCLUB 
2nd  Tuesday  -  7:30  PM  Eau  Claire,  Parks  &  Recreation, 
1300  First  Ave,  Eau  Claire,  WI  54703.  AH  hams  and  guests 
welcome.  Wide  area  coverage  repeater  KB9RRA  146.910 
Mhz.  For  more  info:  Jim  Staatz  KfiflMV  >71 
kg9mv@ecol  net 

WAUPACA  AM  ATEUR  RADIO  CLUB 
"CQ  First  Tue. "  -  A  social  gathering  and  Dutch  treat 
luncheon  at  the  King’s  Table  in  King,  WI ,  on  Highway  QQ  just 
south  of  highways  10  and  54  on  the  west  side  of  Waupaca. 
Gather  at  11:00  -  11:30.  Order  at  noon.  Club  business 


SATURDAY,  JULY  10,  1999  PHD  ARA  Hamfest, 
Kansas  City,  MO.  Contact:  (816)  436-0069.  e-mail 
wa0clr@worldnet .  att .  net 


SUNDAY,  JANUARY  9,  2000.  South  Bend  Hainlesi, 
South  Bend,  IN.  Contact:  Michiana  Valley  Hamfest 
Association,  21970  Kern  Road,  South  Bend  46614. 


transacted. 

"CQ  Third  Fri."  A  sociai  gathering  and  Dutch  treat 
dinner.,  semi-formal,  ”OM  &  XYL"  at  one  of  the  better 
supper  clubs  in  the  area.  Check  Waupaca  147.390  nets  at  8:00 
a. m.  or  8:50  p.m.  for  that  months  meeting  place. 

QCWA  -  WISCONSIN  CHAPTER  *55 

Contact  Erwin  Froelich.  W9RZW,  Treasurer,  W3449 
Badger  Road,  Pine  River  WI  54965.  For  information  about 
meeting  dates  or  joining  QCWA  Chapter  #55.  The  Wisconsin 
Chapter  hoids  Spring  and  Fail  dinner  meetings  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  June  and  October. 

RADIO  AMATEURS  OF  WISCONSIN  (R  A  W) 
OSHKOSH,  WI 

R.A.W.  is  a  family  oriented  ciub,  in  which  most  of  it’s 
activities  revolve  around  family  doings  and  outings.  Meetings 
are  on  the  3rd  Saturday  of  each  month  at  various  locations.  If 
you  are  a  Ham  or  are  interested  in  Ham  radio,  contact  Mark 
Milier,  N9WT,  (920)  231-1662  or  Jeff  Oppermann  N90SB, 
(920)233-7961.  We  are  always  looking  for  good  people  to  join 
us. 


The  Test  Point 


Amateur  Radio  Examination  Locations 
and  Schedules  in  the  Wisconsin  Area 


May 

01 , 

1999 

Pewaukee ,  WI 

May 

01, 

1999 

Oshkosh  (Omro) ,  WI 

May 

01, 

1999 

.  Racine,  WI 

May 

01, 

1999 

St.  Paul,  MN 
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OS , 

1935 

Blaine,  MN 

May 

08, 

1999 

Madison,  WI 

May 

08, 

1999 

Onalaska,  WI 

May 

13, 

1999 

Apple  Valley,  MN 

May 

15, 

1999 

Cottage  Grove,  MN 

May 

15, 

1999 

Loves  Park ,  IL 
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Permission  is  hereby  granted  to  reprint  articles  or  posting  articles  on 
radio  or  telephone  bulletin  boards  from  Badger  State  Smoke  Signals, 
providing  credit  is  given  to  the  original  author,  publication  in  which  the 
article  first  appeared,  and  to  Badger  State  Smoke  Signals.  THIS 
CREDIT  IS  MANDATORY,  AND  NO  MATERIAL  MAY  BE  PRINTED 
OR  POSTED  UNLESS  IT  IS  GIVEN. 

This  newspaper  is  produced  by  volunteer  radio  amateurs,  and  is  non¬ 
profit.  This  newspaper  is  mailed  from  Portage,  Wl  53901. 

Badger  State  Smoke  Signals  is  incorporated  as  a  Wisconsin  nonstock, 
non-for-profit  organization. 


Editorial  Disclaimer 

The  opinions  expressed  in  editorials,  guest  editorials,  columns,  articles, 
and  letters  from  readers  are  the  opinions  of  the  authors  only,  and  do 
not,  unless  otherwise  stated,  express  or  imply  endorsement  by  Badger 
State  Smoke  Signals,  or  by  any  other  individual  or  organization. 
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Eden  Prairie, 
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August  21,  1999 

Cottage  Grove, 

MN 

August  21,  1999 

Loves  Park,  IL 

August  21,  1999 

Milwaukee,  WI 

(BE) 

August  21,  1999 

Oshkosh,  WI  (R.A.W.) 

August  28,  1999 

Bloomington,  MN 

August  28,  1999 

Milwaukee,  WI 

(MRAC) 

August  28,  1999 

Tomahawk. ,  WI 

September  11,  1999  Sheboygan,  HI 
September  11,  1999  Onalaska,  WI 
October  16,  1999  Oshkosh,  WI  (R.A.W.) 


November 

06, 

1999 

Menomonie,  WI 

November 

06, 

1999 

Onalaska,  WI 

November 

16, 

1999 

Sheboygan ,  WI 

December 

18, 

1999 

Oshkosh,  WI  (R.A.W.) 

Monthly, 

1st 

Sat. 

Racine,  WI 

(except  January,  July  &  August) 

Monthly, 

1st 

Sat. 

Oshkosh  (Omro) 

,  WI 

Monthly, 

1st 

Sat. 

St.  Paul,  MN 

Monthly, 

2nd 

Thu. 

Apple  Valley, 

MN 

Monthly, 

2nd 

Sat. 

Madison,  WI 

Monthly, 

2nd 

Sat. 

Blaine,  MN 

Monthly, 

3rd 

Tue. 

Eden  Prairie, 

MN 

Monthly, 

3rd 

Sat. 

Milwaukee,  WI 

(BE) 

Monthly, 

3rd 

Sat. 

Loves  Park,  IL 

Monthly^ 

3rd 

Sat. 

Cottage  Grove, 

MN 

Monthly', 

4  th 

Sat. 

Bloomington,  Ml 

Monthly, 

Last  Sat. 

Milwaukee/  wi 

(MRAC) 

(except  December) 

Monthly,  Last  Sat.  Tomahawk,  WI 
(January  thru  October  only) 
Quarterly  Eau  Claire,  WI 

(Second  Saturday  Jan.,  Apr.,  & 

Oct . ) 

plus  annual  summer  hamfest.) 


will  also  be  required  to  have  a  photo  ID,  or  other  acceptable 
identification. 

Technician  class  licensees  must  show  proof  of  testing 
before  March  21 , 1987,  in  order  to  upgrade  to  General  with  a 
code  test  only. 

Additional  information  is  given  below . 

For  those  with  internet  access,  a  listing  of  exam  sessions 
is  available  from: 

http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml 

By  checking  this  page,  a  person  can  find  out  registered 
VE  sessions  anywhere  in  US  and  some  overseas.  You  can 
search  by  country,  state  or  zip  code.  The  listing  is  not  specific 
to  any  particular  VEC,  it  is  a  master  database.  (Thanks  to 
KB9EQ1  for  information. ) 


MILWAUKEE  RADIO  AMATEURS'  CLUB 
(MRAC/VEC) 

LAST  SATURDAY  -  MILWAUKEE,  WI 

LAST  SATURDAY  DATES:  (except  December):  9:00 
a.m.  to  12:00  noon  at  Amateur  Electronic  Supply  (AES),  5710 
W.  Good  Hope  Rd.,  Milwaukee,  WI.  Note:  For  Additional 
Information:  Call  (414)  797-MRAC  (Answering  Machine),  or 
(414)797-6722. 

Bring  along  your  ORIGINAL  license,  CSCE  (if  any)  and 
one  (1)  good  quality  photocopy  of  each,  plus  two  forms  of 
identification,  such  a  driver's  license,  etc.  Also  required  is 
$6.40  for  the  exam  fee.  WALK-INS  are  welcome.  To  register 
in  advance,  use  a  post  card:  Print  the  grade  of  license  you  are 
applying  for,  your  name,  address,  and  telephone  number. 
Send  the  card  to  MRAC/VEC,  Milwaukee  Radio  Amateurs 
Club,  PO  Box  25707,  Milwaukee,  WI  53225. 

"BADGER  EX AMINERS(BET-^ MILWAUKEE 

Badger  Examiners  group  tests  at  AES  (Amateur 
Electronic  Supply)  at  60th  and  Good  Hope,  every  third 
Saturday  MORNING.  Exam  times  are  9:30  a.m.  to  12:00 
noon,  at  the  old  Sterman  Printing  shop,  just  300  feet  west  of  the 
AES  store.  Novice  to  Extra  are  offered,  and  all  test  materials 
are  provided.  Fee  is  $6. 35 ,  and  bring  your  original  license,  or 
CSCE  if  needed .  Also  available  are  Commercial  license  exams 
GROL  (General  Radiotelephone  license),  GMDSS, 
Telegraph,  Etc.  Fee  is  $35.00.  For  more  information  call  Gary 
Sharburto,  WI9Mat(414)355-0237. 


MADISON,  WI 

VE  exams  are  held  in  Madison  every  second  Saturday 
morning  of  the  month  at  8  a.m.  They  are  held  at  the  operations 
building  of  the  Madison  Metropolitan  Sewerage  District  at 
1610  Moorland  Rd.  To  get  there  take  the  Beltline  (Hwy  12  & 
18)  to  South  Towne  Drive.  Go  south  8/10  mile  till  South 
Towne  Drive  makes  a  bend  and  becomes  Moorland  Rd.  and 
enter  at  gate. 

You  should  bring  a  picture  ID,  your  original  licence  and 
a  copy  of  your  licence.  For  exams  beyond  the  novice  tests, 
bring  a  check  for  $6.35,  made  out  to  the  ARRL/VEC.  If  the 
special  610  form  with  the  medical  exemption  is  required, 
contact  me  beforehand  to  obtain  one.  No  appointments  are 
necessary  to  take  exams.  For  further  questions,  please  leave  a 
message  on  the  mailbox  or  phone  me  at  (608)  832-663 1 . 

Mark  Jenks ,  NZ9B 

STEVENS POINT,  WI 

ARRL  Exams  in  Stevens  Point,  Time:  0930.  Place: 
A 1 07  Science  Building,  on  campus  at  UWSP  (corner  of  Fourth 
and  Reserve  streets)  For  more  information  contact  Joe  Larson, 
N9JW,  at  715-  344-1182  evenings  or  email  to 
joel8@bigfoot.com. 


RACINE,  WISCONSIN  -  ARRL/VEC 

Monthly  -  first  Saturday,  except  January,  July,  and 
August. 

Monthly  exams  are  given  9:00  to  1 1 :00  a.m.  at  the  Red 
Cross  Building,  4521  Taylor  Avenue,  Racine.  Walkins  are 
permitted. 

Talk  in  on  147.87/.27.  Inquiries  and  registrations  should 
be  directed  to  Robert  N.  Jensen,  W0WLN,  5616  Cambridge 
lane  #6,  Racine,  WI.  Telephone  (414)  886-8551. 


Many  Swapfests/Hamfests  offer  exam  sessions.  If  not 
shown  above  contact  the  sponsoring  club  in  the  Swapfest 
column  on  page  2. 

The  FCC  now  requires  applicants  to  show  their 
ORIGINAL  AMATEUR  UCENSE  to  the  VEC.  A  copy  of 
your  license  must  be  attached  to  your  FCC  form  610.  You  will 
also  be  required  to  have  a  photo  ID,  or  other  acceptable 
identification. 


GENERAL RULES 
FOR  MOST  EXAMINATIONS: 

Be  sure  to  check  with  sponsors  in  the  event  there  are 
changes  and/or  errors  in  the  dates  or  information  given. 

Some  examinations  require  filing  an  FCC  Form  610  and 
advance  registration  at  least  30  days  before  the  exam  date. 
(Some  VECs  permit  walkins.  Check  with  sponsor.) 

To  register,  you  must  first  secure  a  copy  of  the  current 
FCC  Form  610  and  fill  it  out  completely  (AND 
CORRECTLY).  Get  your  form  from  an  FCC  Field  Office,  the 
ARRL.  Send  a  32c/  SASE  if  you  request  one  from  the  ARRL. 
In  most  cases,  forms  can  also  be  obtained  from  the  sponsoring 
group. 

ARRL/VEC  examinations  require  a  check  for  $6.45 
payable  to  "ARRL/VEC". 

The  FCC  now  requires  applicants  to  show  their 
ORIGINAL  AMATEUR  LICENSE  or  CSCE  to  the  VEC. 
You  must  also  have  two  good  copies  of  your  license  or  CSCE. 
A  copy  of  your  license  or  CSCE  must  be  attached  to  your  FCC 
form  610  and  most  VEC  want  a  copy  for  their  records.  You 


TOMAHAWK,  WI 

Last  Saturday  of  every  month.  Jan.  thru  Oct. 

Tomahawk  Volunteer  Examiners  (ARRL/VEC). 
Tomahawk,  WI.  No  preregistration  required,  but  appointment 
would  be  appreciated.  Registration  at  8:30  a.m.  and  testings 
starts  at  9:00  a.m.  For  location  or  other  information,  inquire 
on  145.43  MHz.  repeater  or  contact:  Terry  Collins,  KB9AUP, 
W6564  Highway  8,  Tomahawk,  WI  54487.  Telephone  (715) 
453-4633. 

APPLETON.W1  -  ARRL/VEC 
MANITOWOC,  WI  (HAMFEST) 

KAUKAUNA,  WI  (HAMFEST) 

Conducted  by  the  Fox  Cities  ARC  VE  team.  All  test 
sessions  in  Appleton  are  held  at  James  Madison  Jr.  High,  2020 
S.  Carpenter  Street.  Testing  starting  at  8  a.m.  For  Appleton 
information,  contact  George  R.  Croy,  W9MDP,  2113  Twin 
Willows  Drive,  Appleton,  WI  54914.  (920)  730-0967.  For 
Manitowoc  or  Kaukauna  information,  contact  Larry  Siebers, 
KD9IA  (920)759-1167. 


OSHKOSH  (OMRO) 

The  Oshkosh  VE  Team  will  administer  Amateur  Radio 
exams  monthly  on  the  first  Saturday.  Registration  begins  at 
8:30  a.m.  and  exams  will  be  given  from  9  a.m.  until  noon  at  the 
Omro  Community  Center,  130  W.  Larrabee,  Omro,  WI. 
Walkins  welcomed.  Bring  a  good  quality  photocopy  of  your 
original  license  and  any  other  necessary  documents  such  as  a 
CSCE,  etc.  The  first  session  will  be  through  W5YI/VEC,  and 
then  sessions  will  alternate  between  ARRL/VEC  and 


W5YI/VEC.  The  exam  tee  is  $6.35.  For  more  information, 
please  call  Dick  Lemme,  K9FA,  at  (920)  235-0987,  e-mail 
lemme@vbe.com,  or  write  Dick  at  826  Jefferson  Street, 
Oshkosh,  WI  54901. 

OSHKOSH.  WI  (R.  A.  W. )  -  (W5YI/VEC) 

February  20,  1999,  May  22,  1999,  August  21,  1999, 
October  16,  1999,  December  18,  1999.  Sponsored  by  Radio 
Amateurs  of  Wisconsin  (R.A.W.)  Testing  sessions  at  UW 
Oshkosh,  College  of  Nursing  Building,  845  Algoma  Blvd., 
Room  211,  Oshkosh,  WI.  Park  free  in  lot  29  on  side  of 
building  or  in  lot  25  behind  the  building.  Registration  start  at  9 
a.m.  $6.35  per  test.  Bring  2  forms  of  id  etc.  Walkins  are 
welcome.  Contact:  Mark  Miller,  N9WT,  (920)  231-  1662  or 
MikeO'Conner,  K91H920)  231-7093. 

EAUCLAlRErwi 

The  Eau  Claire  ARC  will  hold  exam  sessions  on  the 
second  Saturday  in  the  months  of  January ,  April,  and  October, 
as  well  as  on  the  date  of  their  annual  hamfest  during  the 
summer.  For  more  info:  Steve  Bluem  KA90MY  715-839- 
6509 


sheboyganTwi 

All  sessions  will  be  held  in  the  Red  Cross  building,  2023 
Erie  A  venue,  Sheboygan,  WI ,  in  the  SCARC  meeting  room  on 
the  Iowa-  level  of  the  building.  This  area  is  not  readily 
handicapped  accessible.  In  the  event  there  is  a  candidate  who 
would  be  affected  by  this  situation,  we  will  accommodate  that 
person  in  one  of  the  Red  Cross  conference  rooms  on  the  main 
level  of  the  building  which  IS  handicapped  accessible.  Pre- 
registraton  is  necessary  (we  don't  want  get  caught  sort!) 
Contact:  Art  Pahr,  K9XJ,  N8209  Willow  Road,  Plymouth, 
WI  53073-2929.  (920)876-2370.  e-mail  <k9xj@excel.net> 


ONALASKA,  WI  (ARRLWEC) 

The  Riverland  Amateur  Radio  Club  will  hold  test 
sessions  at  the  Onalaska  Public  Library ,741  Oak  Avenue 
South,  registration  begins  at  9:00  a.m.  Please  bring  two  forms 
of  identification  and  two  copies  of  all  original  documents, 
CSCEs,  license,  etc.  For  more  information  contact:  Roger 
Reader,  KA9BKK,  526  13th  Ave.  N,  Onalaska,  WI  54650. 
(608)783-0723 


MEDFORD,  WI  (ARRL/VEC) 

Taylor  County  Area  AREC,.  Registration  starts  8:30 
a  m.,  testing  starts  9:00  a.m.  Location:  The  conference  room 
in  the  lower  level  of  the  Sheriff's  annex  to  the  Taylor  County 
Courthouse,  corner  of  2nd  and  Ogden  Sts.,  Medford,  WI. 
Take  Ogden  St.  west  off  ofHwy.  13  to  the  courthouse.  Parkin 
the  lots  on  the  east  or  south  sides  of  the  courthouse  or  on  the 
street.  PLEASE  use  the  entrance  on  the  south  side  of  the 
counhouse  and  watch  of  the  signs.  Walk-ins  welcome. 
Contact:  Tom  Hrdina,  N9GEN,  2373  Willow  Ave. ,  Medford. 
WI  54451.  (715)748-4054 

pewaukeeTwi 

The  location  is  a  little  more  handicap  accessible,  room 
SI  12  in  the  back  of  the  science  building  by  the  handicap 
parking  entrance.  WCTC  is  on  Hwy  JJ  off  Hwy  16  from  the 
East  1-94  and  Hwy  T  from  West  1-94  just  north  of  GE  Medical 
Systems.  Tests  start  at  9:00  AM  and  registration  ends  at  10:00 
AM.  Contact:  A1  Johnson,  AA7CS,  (414)  568-0836;  Roger 
Bradley,  AA90J,  (414)  691-3089  or  SEWFARS  Repeater 
club  c/o  Jam  Lazachek,  KF9GG  (414)  650-0724 . 


HUDSON,  WI  (ARRL/VEC) 

Sponsor:  St.  Croix  Valley  AR  Testing  Col.  Time:  Call 
for  time  and  walk-in  info.  Contact:  Gregory  Miller  (715)386- 
9857 

Location:  St.  Croix  County  Emergency,  Government 
Center  by  jail.  Carmichal  Rd.  lower  level,  Hudson,  WI  54016. 
(Information  tnx  ARRL  Website) 


FRIENDSHIP,  WI  (ARRL/VEC) 

Sponsor:  Adams  County  ARC.  Location:  Adams- 
Columbia  electric  Cooperative  (Community  Room),  410  E. 
Lake  St.,  Friendship,  WI  53934.  Contact:  Karl  Simonson, 
KB9EQI,  (608)  565-6533.  kb9eqi@iname.com 


CEDARBURG,  WI  -  ORC  HAMFEST 
EAU  CLAIRE,  WI  -  ECARC  HAMFEST 
GREEN  BAY ,  WI  -  ARES  HAMFEST 
HAYWARD,  WI  -  HAYWARD  HAMFEST 
KAUKAUNA,  WI  -  SWAPFEST 
MANITOWOC,  WI,  LAKESHORE  HAMFEST 
OAK  CREEK,  WI  -  SM  ARC  HAMFEST 
RACINE,  WI  -  RACINE  HAMFEST 
RHINELANDER,  WI  -  NWARC  SWAPFEST 
ROCKFORD,  IL  -  RARC  HAMFEST 
ROTHSCHILD,  WI  -  WVRA  HAMFEST 
SOUTH  MILWAUKEE,  WI  -  SMARC  HAMFEST 
STEVENS  POINT,  WI  -  CWRA  SWAPFEST 
WAUKESHA,  WI  -  KMRA  SWAPFEST 
WAUKESHA,  WI  -  MIDWINTER  SWAPFEST 
DUBUQUE,  IA  -  HAMFEST 
See  the  Swapfest  column  for  additional  information  and 
contact  persons. 


DUBUQUE,  IA  -  ARRL/VEC 
Dubuque  Hamfest.  Contact:  Carl  Clark,  N0KAX,  2145 
Delicia  Drive,  Dubuque,  IA  52001 .  (319)  557-9149. 


ROCKFORD/LOVES  PARK,  IL 
Third  Saturday  of  every  month. 

Northern  Illinois  Volunteer  Examiners  (W5YI  VEC). 
Held  at  North  Suburban  District  Library,  6340  North  Second 
St.  (Hwy.  251),  Loves  Park,  IL.  9:00  a.m.  to  noon.  No  new 
applicants  after  1 1 :00  a.m.  Walkins  welcome.  Contact:  Rusty 
Cordell,  WB9QYV,  1823  Hulin  St.,  Rockford,  IL  61102- 
2619.  (815)968-0080.  e-mail  WB9QYV@aol.com 


II  L 


System  (APRS) 


By  Tom  Weeden,  WJ9H 


#3  -  Digipeaters  and  Messages 


If  you  read  the  April  issue  of  BSSS,  you  may  have 
seen  a  short  news  article  about  how  a  Pennsylvania  ham 
made  an  emergency  call  using  APRS  when  other  commu¬ 
nications  methods  did  not  work.  KC5JGV  used  a  Mic- 
Encoder,  which  connects  between  the  microphone  and  an 
FM  rig  to  insert  a  short  APRS  position  and  status  packet 
at  the  end  of  a  voice  transmission.  KC5JGV’s  packet 
alerted  several  hams  to  the  emergency,  who  were  able  to 
direct  the  Pennsylvania  State  Police  to  the  site  of  the 
accident.  The  inner  workings  of  the  "Mic-E"  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  month’s  article,  but  I  wanted  to  empha¬ 
size  some  of  the  interesting  possibilities  of  APRS. 

Last  month,  I  told  you  the  current  version  of  APRS 
was  v8.30.  Bob  Bruninga,  WB4APR,  has  been  through 
several  revisions  and  is  now  up  to  version  8.38!  The 
latest  version  is  always  available  for  download  at  the 
TAPR  web  site:  www.tapr.org.  This  month  we  will 
discuss  the  use  of  digipeaters  in  more  detail. 

Packet  radio  in  its  infancy  made  broad  use  of 
digipeaters  to  link  connected  stations  together.  A  digi- 
peater  would  retransmit  a  packet  if  its  callsign  were  part 
of  the  path  of  the  originating  station.  Digis  did  no  error 
checking,  which  meant  that  a  corrupted  packet  could  be 
propagated  all  the  way  to  the  far  station,  which  would 
then  send  a  request  for  retransmission.  These  retries 
tended  to  clutter  up  the  frequency.  Digipeaters  were 
slowly  replaced  by  networked  nodes,  which  would 
forward  a  packet  to  its  destination  only  alter  it  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  packet  it  received.  Nodes  increased  the 
throughput  on  the  packet  frequency  to  the  point  where  if 
a  station  did  use  a  digipeater  to  connect  to  someone,  it 
was  considered  poor  operating  practice. 

APRS  is  considered  a  broadcast  protocol,  where 
many  stations  are  intended  to  receive  the  packet  of  the 
sending  station.  It  is  impractical  to  acknowledge  all  the 
receipts  of  a  packet  at  each  station,  so  only  <UI> 
packets  are  sent. 

In  order  to  increase  distances  beyond  simplex  range, 
digipeaters  are  used.  APRS  uses  generic  aliases  for  digis, 
the  most  frequently  used  being  RELAY  and  WIDE.  By 
default,  the  APRS  software  gives  each  home  station  an 
alias  of  RELAY.  A  wide-area  digipeater  usually  has  an 
alias  of  WIDE.  If  you  have  begun  using  APRS,  you  will 
notice  that  the  packets  sent  by  your  station  have  an 
UNPROTO  path  of  VIA  RELAY, WIDE.  This  will  allow 
any  nearby  home  stations  to  retransmit  your  packet  to  get 
it  to  a  WIDE  digipeater  for  wide-area  coverage.  (Some 
WIDEs  also  have  a  second  alias  of  RELAY  to  catch  all 
packets.)  Generic  aliases  are  useful  for  new  stations  and 
especially  mobiles  who  are  new  to  an  area  and  have  no 
prior  knowledge  of  the  area’s  available  digipeaters. 

After  you  have  been  receiving  packets  for  awhile, 
you  can  press  the  D  key  to  see  the  digipeater  paths  of 
stations.  Using  the  U  (unproto)  command,  you  can 
modify  your  path  to  take  advantage  of  nearby  stations. 
For  instance,  in  the  Milwaukee  area,  there  are  several 
wide-area  digipeaters  on  the  air  on  144.39  MHz.  Since 
all  of  them  have  an  alias  of  WIDE,  any  (and  possibly 
ALL)  of  them  will  retransmit  your  packet  with  WIDE  in 
its  path.  To  avoid  duplication  of  packets,  you  can  use  the 
U  command  to  put  the  actual  callsign  of  one  of  the 
digipeaters  in  your  path  to  replace  the  generic  WIDE 
alias. 

You  can  experiment  with  multiple  digipeaters,  such 
as  VIA  WIDE, WIDE  to  get  out  two  digipeaters  in  all 


directions.  But  don’t  overdo  it.  Three  WIDEs  in  a  row 
has  the  potential  to  generate  27  duplicate  packets  as  each 
digipeater  ping-pongs  your  message  to  each  other.  It  is 
always  better  to  specify  the  callsign  in  a  path  if  you 
know  it. 


You  can  find  more  information  on  digipeaters  in 
APRS  by  pressing  FI  -  F  to  get  a  list  of  help  files,  then 
entering  DIGIS.TXT  and  pressing  ENTER. 

The  other  topic  for  this  month  is  sending  messages. 
APRS  gives  you  the  ability  to  send  short,  one-line 
messages  to  a  specific  station,  or  short  text  bulletins  to 
all  stations  on  the  frequency.  Simply  press  S  (Send). 
You’ll  be  prompted  for  the  call  of  the  station  you  want 
to  send  to.  Next  you’ll  be  prompted  for  a  line  of  text. 
After  entering  the  text,  you’ll  see  the  timer  window  in 
the  upper  right  hand  comer  show  a  new  countdown  until 
your  next  message  packet  is  sent.  APRS  will  continue 
sending  the  packet  at  increasing  intervals  until  the 
receiving  station  sends  back  an  acknowledgment  packet. 
(Note  that  you  are  still  sending  <  UI  >  packets  and  are 
not  actually  connected  to  the  other  station.  The  acknowl¬ 
edgment  is  part  of  the  APRS  unconnected  protocol .  The 
receiving  station  must  also  be  running  APRS  for  the 
ACK  to  be  generated.) 


If  you  don’t  have  a  good  path  to  the  other  station, 
you  can  erase  the  outbound  message  by  pressing  E 
(Erase)  and  the  line  number  of  the  message  if  you  sent 
more  than  one  line  of  text.  If  incoming  messages  are 
received,  you  can  use  the  K  (Kill)  command  to  erase 
them  as  needed. 


To  send  bulletins,  use  BLN1  as  the  To:  address  for 
the  first  line,  then  BLN2,  and  so  on.  If  your  station 
hears  a  bulletin  packet,  a  prompt  will  appear  at  the  top 
of  your  screen  to  press  B  to  see  new  bulletins.  Bulletins 
are  useful  to  announce  meetings,  or  significant  weather 
events,  such  as  snowfall  totals. 


||  NEW  PRODUCTS 


Finally,  you  can  see  a  list  of  all  messages  sent, 
whether  or  not  they  were  addressed  to  you,  by  pressing 
T  (Traffic).  You’ll  see  the  calls  of  the  sending  and 
receiving  stations,  plus  their  lines  of  text.  Interspersed  in 
the  traffic  are  "time-ticks"  to  show  the  approximate  time 
of  receipt. 

APRS  is  shareware,  and  it  can  be  run  indefinitely 
without  paying  the  registration  fee.  However,  as  you 
begin  to  customize  APRS  for  your  personal  tastes,  like 
unproto  paths  and  preferred  map  views,  you  will  notice 
that  you  need  to  re-enter  all  your  parameters  each  time 
you  run  the  software.  When  you  register  your  software 
with  the  author,  WB4APR,  you  then  get  the  ability  to 
save  your  settings.  For  more  information  on  registration, 
press  V  (Validate). 

In  future  months,  we’ll  discuss  setting  up  home 
weather  stations  and  mobile  GPS  trackers. 

For  now,  let  me  put  out  a  request  for  area  APRS 
users  who  have  self-contained  GPS  trackers.  Dane 
County  ARES  will  be  providing  communications  for  the 
Madison  Marathon  on  Sunday,  May  30th,  1999.  We  will 
have  an  APRS  display  running  in  the  communications 
tent,  and  are  hoping  to  place  12  trackers  in  buses  and  in 
the  vehicles  preceding  the  lead  male  and  female  runners. 
If  you’d  like  to  help  us  out,  please  contact  me  at 
wj9h@arrl.net.  If  you’re  in  southern  Wisconsin,  tune  us 
in  on  144.39  to  see  the  action!  □ 


XT-4  CW  Memory  Keyer 


Unified  Microsystems  is  proud  to  introduce  its 
newest  product,  the  XT-4  CW  Memory  Keyer.  Its  small 
size  and  battery  operation  make  it  perfect  for  Field  Day, 
DXpeditions,  QRP,  or  any  portable  or  mobile  operation. 

The  XT-4  is  fully  iambic  with  self-completing 
characters.  Each  of  the  four  memories  hold  approxi¬ 
mately  100  -  110  Morse  characters  in  non-volatile 
storage.  Memories  1  -2  and  3-4  can  be  chained  together 
for  even  longer  messages. 

A  knob  gives  smooth  speed  control  (8  -  45  WPM)  as 
opposed  to  clumsy  up/down  buttons  or  complex  codes 
that  other  keyers  use.  A  paddle  reverse  function  switches 
the  dit  and  dah  keys  around  for  operators  who  send  with 
the  other  hand.  The  tune  function  simplifies  adjusting 
your  rig  or  amplifier. 

Although  the  XT-4  will  run  for  several  hundred 
hours  of  heavy  use  on  a  single  9V  battery,  an  automatic 
power  down  feature  kicks  in  after  30  minutes  of  inactiv¬ 
ity  to  further  lengthen  battery  life. 

The  list  price  is  $79.95.  An  optional  cable  set  with 
cables  to  the  paddle  and  rig  are  available  for  $9.95.  The 
XT-4  is  available  directly  from  Unified  Microsystems 
and  from  selected  dealers. 

Visit  our  Web  page  (www.qth.com/w9xt)  or  write 
for  a  catalog  for  more  information  about  the  XT-4  and 
other  radio  products. 

Unified  Microsystems 


OUR  WANT  ADS  GET  RESULTS 


WANTED:  Manual  and  schematic  for  a  Drake  TR- 


4C  and  the  power  supply.  Please  call  (414) 
679-91 30  or  Email:  rkrogers@execpc.com.  Thanks 
for  any  help.  Ken  Rogers,  W9NUE. 


WANTED:  DC  power  cable  (or  just  the  connector) 
for  Kenwood  TS-520S.  Jim  Romelfanger,  K9ZZ, 
4 1 2  Vi  Ash  Street,  Baraboo  Wl  5391  3-2501 .  (608) 
356-4031.  E-mail:  smokesigs@baraboo.com  □ 


National  Weather  Service 
LaCrosse  open  house 


The  National  Weather  Service  in  La  Crosse  will 
be  hosting  another  open  house  on  Thursday,  May 
20th  from  2-7  p.m. 

-  Todd  Shea 


Merit  Badge  Clinic:  ham  gear  explained 


Dave  Shank,  KA9WXN,  describes  the  equipment  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin/Milwaukee  to  a  group  of  Scouts.  Photo  by  Phi!  Gura!/W9NAW 


VARI-NOTCH®  DUPLEXERS 


FOR  2  METERS 


The  TX  RX  Systems  Inc.  patented  Vari-Notch  filter 
circuit,  a  pseudo-bandpass  design,  provides  low 
loss,  high  TX  to  RX,  and  between-channel  isolation, 
excellent  for  amateur  band  applications.  TX  RX 
Systems  Inc.  has  been  manufacturing  multicoupling 
systems  since  1976.  Other  models  available  for 
220  and  440  MHz,  UHF  ATV  and  1.2  GHz. 


MODEL  28-37-02A 

144-174  MHz 

92  dB  ISOLATION  AT  0.6  MHz  SEPARATION 
400  WATT  POWER  RATING 


TX  RX  SYSTEMS  INC.  w 

Dave  Barquist,  K9PAK,  Factory  Representative 
414-367-2929  or  E-Mail  txrx®  electpdcts.com 


19"  RACK  MOUNT 
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By  Richard  Regent,  K9GDF 

Using  the  internet  to  rediscover  Amateur  Radio 
acquaintances  really  works.  (Please  read  my  QRZ.COM 
article  in  the  March,  1999,  Badger  State  Smoke  Signals). 
For  a  search,  I  try  to  find  Phil  Goetz,  KN9ELT,  who  I 
remember  lived  in  Madison  in  1956.  Searching 
QRZ.COM  by  calls  and  last  name  is  easy.  I  enter  K9ELT 
and  find  that  Karen  Walker  now  holds  that  call  (Phil  later 
told  me  Karen  is  his  wife).  Then  1  make  a  name  search 
resulting  in  a  short  list  of  amateurs.  I  recognize  that  the 
call  N6ZZ  could  be  Phil,  we  worked  each  other  in 
contests  over  the  years!  Finally,  I  simply  click  on  his  e- 
mail  link  and  type  a  note  to  Phil.  It’s  just  that  quick. 
Give  QRZ.COM  a  try  yourself. 

Phil  replies  via  e-mail,  "After  a  27-year  career  with 
an  insurance  company,  I  got  laid  off  a  couple  of  years 
ago.  My  wife  and  I  drove  through  southern  New  Mexico, 
fell  in  love  with  the  area,  and  bought  10  acres  in  the 
mountains.  We’ve  completed  building  a  very  comfortable 
house  and  are  in  the  process  of  finishing  off  the  inside 
with  paint,  wallpaper,  tile  and  trim.  No  antennas  in  place 
yet,  but  that  should  come  in  a  few  months.  Got  the  base 
for  the  tower  poured,  guy  points  in  place,  and  50  feet  of 
Rohn  45  ready  to  go  up.  At  7,200 feet  with  a  270  degree 
view,  it  should  play  pretty  well. " 

You’ll  enjoy  the  following  42-year  old  memories  tips 
of  Phil  Goetz,  especially  if  you  are  an  old  timer,  active 
in  contests,  or  remember  him  as  K9ELT,  W6DQX  or 
N6ZZ. 

KN9ELT  and  I  met  handling  traffic  on  the  40-meter 
CW  Midwest  Novice  Net  in  1956.  One  day  Phil  said 
during  a  QSO  with  me,  "We’re  going  to  be  in  Milwau¬ 
kee  to  upgrade  to  General.”  On  FCC  exam  day  (held 
every  three  months)  we  find  each  other  on  the  seventh 
floor  just  outside  a  room  where  exams  are  being  given  in 
the  old  Federal  Building  on  Wisconsin  Avenue  in  Mil¬ 
waukee.  Phil’s  parents  drove  85  miles  from  Madison  to 
Milwaukee  to  get  Phil  there.  I  only  had  to  take  the  bus  ' 
that  stops  on  the  comer  near  my  house  on  Milwaukee’s 
south  side.  Phil  and  I,  just  becoming  teenagers,  are  too 
young  to  have  automobile  driver’s  licenses. 

We  concentrate  on  passing  the  FCC  General  License 
exam.  Soon,  the  FCC  examiner  has  results  to  report  to 
Phil,  "You  did  not  pass  the  written  test."  I  was  sorry  that 
Phil  came  all  that  distance  without  success,  but  Phil  says 
confidently,  "I’ll  try  to  convince  my  parents  to  drive  to 
the  Chicago  exams  some  time  soon  to  try  again." 
Although  we  didn’t  know  it  at  the  time,  both  of  us  play 
clarinet  as  a  musical  sideline. 

Now  the  part  about  contesting.  Phil  travels  overseas 
twice  a  year  to  operate  the  CQ  World  Wide  phone  and 
CW  contests  from  different  zones.  His  objective  is  to 
operate  CQ  contests  from  each  of  the  40  zones.  He’s 
operated  from  29  zones  so  far: 

1  KL7Y 

2  VE2/N6ZZ 

3  W6RW 

4  W9EWC,  W9YT 

6  XE2MX,  XE2SI 

7  TOC 

8  VP2VCW,  VP2VEQ,  KP2A 

9  PZ5JR 

10  HC8DX,  HC5Z 

11  ZW5B 

12  CE0Y 

13  LU4FM 

14  CT4NH 

20  JY7Z,  5B4TI 

22  4S7/N6ZZ 

23  JT1Z 
24XX9X 
26  HS1AZ 

28  P29AS 

29  VK6BAT 

30  VK9LI 

31  KH6RS 

32  5W1JJ 

33  EA9LZ 

34  SU1RR 

36  3C5A 

37  7Q7TT 

38  3DA0Z 

39  3B8/N6ZZ 

In  1965  I  asked  Phil  to  share  some  basic  contest 
guidelines  with  me.  He  mailed  me  an  informative  letter 
describing  many  helpful  tips  that  still  apply  today.  Let’s 
have  Phil  tell  them: 

"Location  is  extremely  important.  I’ve  been  fortunate 
enough  to  operate  at  W9YT,  W9EWC ,  W6RW  and 
observe  doings  from  W6YY,  W6AM  and  W6VSS.  All  of 
these  stations  have  clear  shots  to  most  directions. 

Antennas  -  W9YT  doesn 't  do  badly  with  their  setup. 
W9EWC  (silent  key  now)  is  much  better,  however,  due  to 
the  6-element  20-meter  beam,  the  two  elements  on  40  and 


the  80-meter  vertical.  W6AM’s  (also  silent  key)  rhombic 
antennas  are  simply  fantastic.  If  l  had  room  and  money  f 
that’s  what  I’d  try  to  set  up.  1  think  he  has  12  rhombics, 
and  he  can  switch  from  Asia  to  Africa  in  an  instant.  No 
waiting  for  the  beam  to  turn  from  Asia  to  Africa,  and 
they  are  as  sharp.  He  can  tell  from  signed  strength  what 
part  of  Europe  a  particular  signal  is  coming  from. 

Equipment  -  If  you  want  to  run  1  kw,  the  commercial 
gear  is  probably  the  best  bet,  if  you  can  afford  it. 
W9EWC’s  KW-1  is  very  effective  on  CW,  and  his  S-line 
is  nice  on  SSB.  For  CW,  1  prefer  the  75A-4  to  anything 
else,  including  the  new  Squires-Saunders  receiver. 
W9SZR  (now  K3ZO)  introduced  me  to  high-fidelity  head¬ 
phones.  You  can  get  a  pair  for  $25  or  so  and  they  are 
pretty  nice  for  long  periods  of  operation.  I  think  you  can 
separate  stations  out  of  the  QRM  with  them  more  easily. 

CQ  and  listen  - 1  use  a  keyer.  I  send  right  handed 
and  write  left  handed.  This  enables  log  keeping  to  be 
done  at  the  same  time  as  sending., Since  it  has  been  my 
fortune  to  operate  well-endowed  stations,  I  can  rely  on 
CQs  to  get  a  good  many  replies.  By  that  method,  I  use 
the  time  involved  in  signing  with  one  station  and  calling 
the  next  CQ  to  finish  up  on  the  logging  and  make  an 
entry  on  the  check  sheet.  However,  if  business  is  good, 
like  at  the  beginning  of  a  contest,  the  check  sheet  takes 
a  back  seat.  It ’s  a  matter  of  judgement  to  figure  out  when 
it  is  time  to  stop  calling  CQ,  to  figure  out  when  it  is  time 
to  QSY,  and  whether  it  might  be  wiser  to  pick  a  different 
frequency  to  call  CQ  on,  or  to  reply  to  some  other  CQing 
contesters.  I  don  ’ t  have  any  hard  and  fast  rules  to  follow. 
When  operating  a  powerful,  well  heard  station,  it  is 
difficult  to  make  a  graceful  QST  to  call  CQ  move.  During 
contest  operation,  there  just  aren ’t  enough  holes  in  the 
band,  and  when  you  fire  up  the  rock  crusher  on  a  new 
frequency  to  call  CQ,  you’re  probably  stamping  on 
somebody’s  toes.  It’s  a  touchy  situation. 

Preparation  -  If  I  am  too  eager  in  anticipating  a 
contest,  I  may  find  myself  keyed  up  too  early  and  not 
sleeping  the  night  before.  It  is  important  to  get  yourself 
up  for  a  contest,  but  I  try  to  avoid  getting  too  involved 
with  the  contest  until  starting  day  arrives.  As  for  the  rig, 

I  suppose  it  would  be  prudent  to  make  sure  that  it  works 
on  all  the  bands  that  you  are  intend  to  use.  At  W9EWC, 
I  always  made  up  a  tuning  chart  to  facilitate  band 
changes,  we  had  one  at  W9YT  too.  W6RWwill  sometimes 
check  the  tubes  in  his  receivers  before  a  DX  contest, 
replacing  the  weak  ones.  You  might  take  the  trouble  to 
check  the  solder  joints  in  antenna  connections  and  it’s 
always  nice  to  have  a  spare  rig  available. 

Station  particulars  -  I  got  my  first  taste  of  multi¬ 
operator  work  out  here  at  W6RW.  Two  operators,  two 
receivers,  two  exciters  and  one  final.  The  guy  that  hits 
the  foot  switch  first  gets  the  rig.  Makes  for  an  interesting 
operation.  Equipment  arrangements  on  CW  from  left  to 
right,  transmitter,  receiver,  keyer.  I  sit  in  front  of  the 
receiver,  can  use  the  keyer  with  my  right  hand,  can  zero 
the  transmitter  at  the  same  time  with  left  hand  and  use  a 
foot  switch  for  transmitting.  I’m  just  most  comfortable 
with  that  particular  setup.  It ’s  very  seldom  that  I  can  sit 
down  at  somebody's  station  and  be  comfortable  and  it 
isn’t  really  proper  to  start  rearranging  some  guy's 
equipment. 

AM  phone  -  AM  phone  is  on  the  way  out,  at  least  as 
far  as  the  serious  contestee  is  concerned.  There’s  proba¬ 
bly  more  activity  on  CW,  whereas  you  might  find  yourself 
with  no  new  stations  to  work  on  phone,  but  in  either 
variety  of  contest  there  is  a  certain  element  of  skill 
involved.  You  can  work  50  stations  in  the  Wisconsin  QSO 
Party,  tune  the  band  and  find  nobody  new.  Yet  W9RQM 
is  working  number  85  and  still  going  strong.  Strange!’ 

Phil’s  contest  tips  and  thoughts  during  the  vacuum- 
tube  era  are  still  fundamentals  of  common  sense  operat¬ 
ing.  It  is  great  to  get  in  touch  with  Phil,  maybe  we’ll 
work  N6ZZ  with  his  mountain  top  antenna  in  a  contest. 
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Out  to  Launch 

Bryan  Suits,  WB8WKN 

The  annual  Midwest  Rockets  for  Schools  event 
weekend  will  take  place  May  14  and  15, 1999  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Michigan  in  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin. 

The  event  features  many  high  power  model 
rockets  built  and  launched  by  High  School  teams  from 
around  the  midwest  on  Saturday,  May  15  (rain  date 
May  16).  These  rockets  go  approximately  1  mile  high 
and  many  include  amateur  radio  payloads,  including 
audio  telemetry  on  2m  and/or  440  MHz,  and  a  few 
include  ATV  in  the  440  band. 

The  centerpiece  is  the  launch  of  a  Super-Loki 
sounding  rocket  which  carries  a  payload  to  an  altitude 
of  approximately  35  miles.  The  Super  Loki  payload 
this  year  is  being  designed  and  constructed  by  a  team 
of  students  from  Michigan  Technological  University. 
The  goal  this  year  is  to  obtain  critical  launch  data 
during  the  ascent.  Telemetry  signals  will  be  sent  using 
FM  in  the  440  MHz  band.  For  more  information, 
check'out  the  Web  site: 

http://www.phy.mtu.edu/rocket 


Wisconsin  DEM, 
Red  Cross  to 
test  Y2K  PREP 
on  Field  Day 

In  order  to  test  the  capability  of  the  Wisconsin 
Emergency  Management  hamshack  in  Madison  to 
maintain  communications  to  the  72  counties  in 
Wisconsin  during  Y2K  and  any  other  type  of  emer¬ 
gency,  Dane  County  ARES/RACES  hams  will  be 
conducting  a  drill  on  June  26,  1999  during  Field 
Day.  The  Badger  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  hamshack  in  Madison  will  also  be  participating 
and  taking  check-ins  from  other.  WI  Red  Cross 
Chapter  hamshacks  on  HF  and  VHF  Packet  The  heir 
callsign  on  HF  will  be  WA9ACF  on  3.993.5  MHz 
LSB  and  on  VHF  packet  W9JZ  on  145.610  MHz. 
The  drill  will  start  at  7  PM  and  end  at  9  PM  CDT. 

The  WEM  hamshack  callsign  is  WC9AAG. 
Frameable  WEM  QSL  certificates  will  sent  to  WI 
participants  at  no  cost. 

Frequencies: 

HF  Phone:  Primary  3.993.5  MHz  LSB;  Alter¬ 
nate:  7.277  MHz  LSB 

HF  Pactor:  3.584  MHz  USB 
VHF  Packet  on  the  AR  node  frequency:  145.610 
MHz 

VHF  Phone:  CWRA  Baraboo  Repeater  146.880 
MHz 

MARA  Madison  Repeater  147.150  MHz 
UHF  Phone:  UHF  Backbone  Network  and  the 
Southern  Wisconsin  Repeater  Group 
(443.400/443.675/53.090). 

The  WEM  hamshack  telephone  number  is: 
1-608-242-3323.  E-mail:  races@dma.state.wi.us. 
Mail  QSL  cards  to:  Wisconsin  Emergency  Manage¬ 
ment,  ATTN:  Radio  Room,  Post  Office  Box  7865, 
Madison,  WI  53707-7865 
Thanks  for  your  help. 

73,  Mack,  N9NTB 
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Subscription  Form 

Regular  Individual  Subscription  Rates 


1  Year:. $13.95  •  2  Years:  $25.95  (save  $1.95)  •  3  Years:  $37.95  (save  $3.90) 


Name: 


Address: 


PLEASE  PRINT! 

_ Call  Sign  fit  any): 

State: 


City: 


ZIP: 


□  1  Year 


□  2  Years 


□  3  Years 


□  New 


□  Renewal 


Send  this  form,  with  your  check  or  money  order,  to'Ken  Ebneter,  822  WauOiia  Trail,  Portage,  WI  53901. 

Please  do  NOT  send  cash! 

■Jl  |*  MAY  1999 
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CarriEr 


By  Stan  Kaplan,  WB9RQR  •  105  Martin  Drive 
Port  Washington,  Wl  53074-9654 
(414)  284-9346 

WB9RQR  @  N9PBY.EN63BI.WI.USA.NA 
S KAPLAN  @  MCW.EDU 


No.  66:  Memory  2  -  The  "Sticks" 

SIMM,  DIMM,  Fast  Page  Mode  DRAM,  EDO  RAM,  Burst  EDO,  SDRAM, 
RDRAM.  What  a  bunch  of  alphabet  soup!  What  do  they  all  mean?  What  are  they  for? 
What  do  they  look  like?  Here  we  go  with  a  continuation  of  last  month’s  discourse. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  physical  aspects  of  memory,  especially  the  SIMMs  and 
DIMMs,  alias  memory  "sticks". 

Back  in  the  old  XT  and  early  AT  days,  you  added  memory  to  a  motherboard  by 
plugging  in  individual  chips,  typically  little  14-pin  guys  or  DIPs.  Typically,  a  computer 
with  one  megabyte  of  memory  (640  kb  of  "DOS"  or  conventional  memory)  used  4  rows 
of  these  chips,  each  row  containing  nine  chips,  for  a  total  of  36.  A  row  of  9  chips  was 
called  a  "bank"  of  memory.  Motherboards  were  really  large  back  then.  They  had  to  be 
to  hold  enough  sockets  for  all  four  banks  of  chips!  Later,  Single  Inline  Memory  Modules 
(SIMMs)  were  invented.  As  shown  here 
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(a  30-pin,  256kb  module,  31/2  inches  long),  these  were  actually  little  circuit  boards 
designed  to  plug  into  the  motherboard.  Each  SIMM  typically  carried  9  DIP  chips 
soldered  to  them,  although  there  were  models  with  8  chips  (non-parity)  and  later,  others 
with  only  three.  Surface  mount  technology  allowed  DIP  packages  to  be  made  smaller  than 
the  old  style  that  plugged  directly  into  the  motherboard,  so  the  SIMMs  took  less  space 
than  equivalent  DIPs.  Furthermore,  SIMM  boards  were  mounted  in  a  vertical  position 
in  their  sockets,  thus  saving  even  more  space  on  the  motherboard.  The  majority  of 
motherboards  carried  four  sockets  (though  many  carried  eight,  and  I  once  had  one  that 
carried  16!).  The  four  were  arranged  as  two  banks  of  memory,  each  bank  containing  two 
SIMMs.  As  SIMM  technology  advanced,  four  DIPs  were  combined  into  one  physical 
chip,  resulting  in  circuit  boards  which  carried  only  three  chips  total  -  two  large  and  one 
small.  A  386SX  motherboard  with  four  SIMM  sockets  could  carry  up  to  16  Mb  of 
memory  total.  SIMMs  themselves  were  commonly  found  in  256kb,  1Mb  and  4Mb  sizes 
(though  16Mb  versions  were  available,  too).  Given  four  sockets  and  the  3  common  sizes 
of  SIMMS,  there  were  12  possible  memory  configurations: 


FIRST  BANK 

SIMM  #1 

SIMM  #2 

SIMM  #3  1 

FILL’IZB 

TOTAL 

256kb 

wm™! 

0.5Mb 

1Mb 

1Mb 

None 

None 

2Mb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

None 

None 

8Mb 

256kb 

256kb 

256kb 

ZtxSKD 

1Mb 

256kb 

256kb 

1Mb 

1Mb 

2.5Mb 

-ZouKD 

256kb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

8.5Mb 

— ML  1 

1Mb 

256kb 

258kb 

2.5Mb 

1Mb 

1Mb 

1Mb 

1Mb 

4Mb 

1Mb 

1Mb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

10Mb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

256k 

8.5Mb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

1Mb 

1Mb 

10Mb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

16Mb 

All  SIMMs  in  a  bank  had  to  be  the  same  size  and  speed,  and  some  386SX  machines 
required  the  SIMMS  in  the  second  bank  had  to  be  the  same  size  or  larger  than  those  in 


computers. 

The  386DX  and  all  486  machines  had  a  32-bit  data  path.  SIMMs  with  72  pins  were 
designed  for  these  models  (though  many  of  these  machines  still  used  the  30-pin  jobs). 
The  72-pin  SIMMS  were  larger  in  size  (41/4  inches  long)  and  had  a  slightly  different 
configuration  so  they  could  not  be  mistakenly  plugged  into  a  30-pin  socket  or  vice-versa. 
Notice  the  half-moon  cutout  on  the  bottom. 


'i 
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A  corresponding  bump  on  the  socket  prevented  mistakenly  trying  to  insert  a  30-pin 
SIMM  in  a  72-pin  socket. 

The  memory  configurations  for  a  486  that  used  72-pin  SIMMs  were  a  bit  different 
than  earlier  computers.  First,  a  single  72-pin  "stick"  made  up  one  memory  bank  all  by 
itself,  and  these  came  in  4,  8,  16,  32,  64  and  128  Mb  sizes.  Many  486  machines  only 
had  two  72-pin  slots  on  the  motherboard.  Given  these  conditions,  here  are  some  of  the 
most  common  possibilities: 


FIRST  BANK 

SECOND  BANK 

SIMM  #1 

SIMM  #2 

TOTAL 

4Mb 

None 

4Mb 

4Mb 

4Mb 

8Mb 

4Mb 

8Mb 

12Mb 

4Mb 

16Mb 

20Mb 

4Mb 

32Mb 

36Mb 

8Mb 

None 

8Mb 

8Mb 

8Mb 

16Mb 

8Mb 

16Mb 

24Mb 

8Mb 

32Mb 

40Mb 

16Mb 

None 

16Mb 

16Mb 

16Mb 

32Mb 

16Mb 

32Mb 

4BMb 

32Mb 

None 

32Mb 

32Mb 

32Mb 

64Mb 

You  can  see  from  comparing  the  tables  that  there  is  one  major  difference  besides  total 
memory  available.  The  30-pin  SIMMS  have  to  be  used  in  pairs  to  fill  a  single  bank  of 
memory,  while  the  72-pin  versions  can  be  used  singly.  A  nice  touch! 

Pentiums  are  64-bit  machines  and  would  require  eight  30-pin  modules  or  two  72-pin 
sticks.  A  newer  module  was  devised  for  current  machines  with  168pins,  called  the  Dual 
Inline  Memory  Module  (DIMM).  While  the  little  gold  contacts  on  30  and  72-pin  SIMMS 
were  the  same  on  both  sides  of  the  board  (and  connected  to  each  other),  the  168-pin 
DIMMs,  shown  here,  are  different 
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on  the  two  sides.  These  modules  are  also  larger  than  their  predecessors  (51/4  inches 
wide)  and  have  two  notches.  A  single  DIMM  services  an  entire  memory  bank,  and  they 
come  in  8,  16,  32,  64,  128  and  (!)  256  Mb  capacities.  We’ve  gone  from  256kb  SIMMs 
just  a  few  years  ago  to  256Mb  DIMMs.  That  is  an  order  of  magnitude  jump.  Wow! 

That’s  all  for  this  month.  I’ve  left  a  lot  of  stuff  out,  like  SIMM  and  DIMM  speed, 
and  the  dangers  of  using  sticks  with  gold  contacts  in  tin  sockets  or  vice  versa.  Next  time 
we’ll  do  types  of  RAM.  Happy  computing! 

Reprinted,  by  permission,  from  the  ORC  Newsletter,  Ozaukee  Radio  Club,  101  E. 
Clay  Street,  Saukville,  Wisconsin  53080-1903  (Skip  Douglas,  KA9DDN,  Editor).  □ 


And  the  winner  is.. 

BSSS  March 

BSSS  is  proud  as  heck  to  announce  that  the  winner  of  the  March  1999  BSSS  Quiz 
is  Rich  Regent,  K9GDF,  who  submitted  correct  answers  to  all  ten  questions.  Rich  gets 
a  $25.00  MFJ  Badger  Bucks  gift  certificate,  $20.00  in  cash,  and  a  NASA  photo  of  an 
astronaut  standing  on  the  lunar  surface  during  the  Apollo  1 1  landing  on  the  moon, 
man’s  first,  which  has  its  30th  anniversary  this  coming  July.  Not  a  bad  haul  for  fifteen 
minutes’  work! 

Here  are  the  questions  and  answers: 

1.  Here  is  a  series-parallel  resistor  combination: 


\  A  i 

^  K  / 
f  /hi  , 

4*  n'j  Hi' 

_ 1  L _ 

_ / 

(1)  What  is  the  total  resistance  of  R2  and  R3? 

Ten  ohms. 

(2)  What  is  the  resistance  of  the  combination  at  the  "x"  terminals? 

Five  ohms. 

(3)  If  ten  volts  are  applied  at  "x",  what  is  the  current  flow  in  amperes? 

2  amperes.  (I  =  E/R.  Here,  E  (voltage)  is  ten.  R  (resistance)  is  five  ohms.  Thus, 
10  divided  by  five  equals  2. 

4.  Under  the  above  conditions,  how  much  power  is  dissipated  in  the  resistors? 
In  a  DC  circuit,  power  simply  equals  voltage  multiplied  by  current.  Thus,  the 
arithmetic  goes  10  (volts)  multiplied  by  2  (amperes),  which  equals  20  (watts).  A  bit 
of  added  information:  If  the  resistance  (load,  as  in  light  bulb,  radio,  whatever) 
remains  the  same  but  the  voltage  doubles,  what  happens  to  the  power?  It 


Quiz  Answers 

quadruples!  That’s  because  the  current  then  doubles,  too,  due  to  the  increased 
"pressure"  (voltage).  This  is  known  in  physics  as  the  square  law.  It  would  be  20 
(volts)  times  4  (amperes)  which  equals  80  watts.  Gee,  no  wonder  you  don’t  plug 
allO  volt  radio  into  a  220  volt  outlet. 

2.  Who  writes  a  well-known  and  respected  monthly  column  about  computers  for 
BSSS? 

Stan  Kaplan,  WB9RQR. 

3.  Where  is  "Rich’s  Surplus"  located? 

Look  at  the  back  page.  It’s  on  Route  2,  Stanley,  Wisconsin. 

4.  Why  does  the  very  popular  G5RV  antenna  require  an  antenna  tuner? 

It  is  not  a  resonant  antenna. 

5.  Where  can  you  go  to  "Recycle"  a  ".Radio"? 

Look  at  the  back  page  again.  Radio  Recyclers,  next  to  Amateur  Electronic  Supply. 

6.  In  late  summer  and  early  autumn,  VHF  and  UHF  signals  may  travel  well 
beyond  their  expected  range,  with  strong  and  steady  signals.  What  is  the  name 
of  this  phenomenon? 

Trophospheric  ducting.  ("Tropo"  or  "ducting".) 

7.  If  you  work  a  YK6  station  on  HF,  where  is  that  station  located? 

Australia. 

8.  Of  the  three  modes  listed,  which  is  best  for  weak-signal  work  on  2  meters? 
AM  FM  SSB.  SSB  is  correct.  The  worst  2-meter  weak  signal  mode  is  FM. 


Tie  next  BSSS  QUIZ  will  run  in  our  August  or  September  issue. 


CALL 

NAME 

CITY 

E-MAIL/URL 

N9AAA 

Norbert  P.  Aurit 

Janesville 

naurit@ticon.net 

www.ticon.net/~naurit 

K9AAV 

Dennis  Dworak 

Kewaunee 

ddworak@itol .  com 

KG9AD 

Gary  Luthardt 

Marinette 

drwho@cybrzn.com 

W0AIH 

Paul  Bittner 

Eau  Claire 

w0aih@eau.net 

KC2AK 

Stas  Wnukowski 

Madison 

Staskc2ak@aol.com 

WA9AKV 

Dick  Schank 

New  Berlin 

drs@mail  .gmtcom.com 

KG9AL 

Mike  Jesse 

Shawano 

kg9al@  wi.  frontiercomm.  net 

KB9AMM 

Scott  R.  Cole 

Green  Bay 

kb9amm@juno.com 

KE6ATW 

Tim  Kubichek 

Manitowoc 

n6jsx@yahoo.com 

KE6ATX 

Ryan  Kubichek 

Manitowoc 

n6jsx@yahoo  .com 

AF9B 

Bill  Fletcher 

Madison 

af9b@itis.com 

AF9B 

Bill  Fletcher 

Madison 

bfletcher@ecb .  state,  wi.  us 

AA9BB 

Jim  Wiskow 

Arcadia 

jcwiskow@win.bright.net 

N9BBQ 

Lloyd  J.  Peterman 

Salem 

lpeterman@acronet.  net 

N9BGH 

Steve  Bukosky 

Waukesha 

sbukosky@execpc  .com 

ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/sbukosky/ 

AA9BJ 

Tom  Hetzel 

Sheboygan 

aa9bj@excel.net 

KA9BLI 

Jacob  Derenne 

Luxemburg 

ka9bli@. itol.com 

N9BMS 

Dave  Baldridge 

Appleton 

dbald@powemt.com 

www.powemetonline.com/~dbald/ 

KG9BO 

Josh  Housey 

Sheboygan 

lhousey@excel.net 

K8BP 

Clarke  W.  Cooper 

Two  Rivers 

k8bp@juno.com 

N9BQM 

Joel  Papke 

Pittsville 

n9bqm@juno .  com 

WA9BQW 

Jule  Kish 

La  Crosse 

wa9bqw@juno.com 

W6BSF 

Fred  Neuenfeldt  (Mancorad  Club) 

Manitowoc 

fredw6bsf@lakefield.net 

KB9BYP 

Jeff  Schmeichel 

Appleton 

kb9byp@execpc  .com 

KB9BYQ 

A1  Van  Dynhoven 

Appleton 

kb9byq@tpo.org 
www.  tpo  ,org/kb9byq 

WA9BZW 

A1  Hovey,  Jr. 

Waukesha 

ho  veya@jadetech .  com 

N9CK 

Steven  J.  Franzen 

McFarland 

N9CK@  inxpress .  net 

N9CLG 

Ed  Pliner 

Pittsville 

n9clg@badger.tds.net 

AA7CS 

A1  Johnson 

Fort  Atkinson 

aa7cs@idcnet.com 

KF9CS 

Mark  Heimmermann  (WAR  Secretary) 

Appleton 

kf9cs@execpc.com 
www.execpc.com/  —  kf9cs 

KB9CSW 

David  Spearing 

Portage 

kb9csw@juno.com 

KG8CX 

Ed  Engelman 

Menominee,  MI 

KG8CX®  webtv  .net 

KA9D 

William  G.  Menzel 

Wisconsin  Rapids 

menzelw@4u.net 
www.wctc.net/  —  menzelw 

KB9DAC 

Kevin  King 

Shawano 

kb9dac@juno .  com 

K9DB 

Paul  Nelles  (Rib  Mm.  Rptr.  Assn.) 

Mosinee 

nelles@dwave.net 

N9DG 

Duane  Grotophorst  (ex  KA9HKL) 

Sauk  City 

dgrotophorst@jvlnet.com 

N9DHM 

Charles  Enigl 

Green  Bay 

crenigl@aol.com 

N9DJY 

Judy  Papke 

Pittsville 

n9djy@junoxom 

W9DKH 

Bob  Klein 

Twin  Lakes 

bklouis@  techheadnet .  com 

N9DMS 

Dave  Schaeffer 

Madison 

n9dms@globaldialog.com  ' 

N9DXZ 

Dave  Asplin 

Marshfield 

asplind@dgabby.mfldclin.edu 

WU9E 

Phil  Goembel 

New  Berlin 

philg@execpc.com 

K9EF 

Woody  Minar 

St.  Croix  Falls 

woodyminar@century  inter  .net 

W9EH 

Bob  Burgermeister  (ex  WB9UY) 

Kenosha 

burgerb@execpc.com 

N9EIL 

Debra  Kroll 

Wisconsin  Rapids 

n9eil@tznet.com 

K9EN 

Ken  Ebneter 

Portage 

kebneter@palacenet  .net 

KB9ENO 

Bill  Niemuth  (WAR  Vice  Chair.) 

Hortonville 

bniemuth@execpc .  com 

W9EOA 

Ron  Martinmaki 

La  Crosse 

flyham@centuryinter.net 

KA9EOX 

Jack  Tins  man 

Shawano 

ka9eox@juno.com 

KB9EQI 

Karl  E.  Simonson  (VE  Adams  Co.  ARC) 

Necedah 

kb9eqi@iname  .com 

WD9ERN 

Bill  Daly 

Manitowoc 

wd9em@lsol.net 

WD9ESU 

Larry  Shields 

Lodi 

larrysh@itis.com 

NX9F 

Jim  Ley 

Menomonie 

leyj@uwstout.edu 

K9FA 

Dick  Lemme  (ex  KB9FA) 

Oshkosh 

lemme@vbe.com 

KA9FAS 

Mary  Eiden 

Stevens  Point 

maeiden@g2a.net 

www.g2a.net/-maieden 

W9FDA 

David  O.  Lewis 

Janesville 

lt@ticon.net 

www.ticon.net/~lt 

KE4FE 

Gary  Day 

Rib  Lake 

ke4fe@iiewiwrdi.net 

K9FHI 

Roy  Pedersen  (Section  Mgr.  ARRL) 

Juneau 

k9fhi@powercom.  net 

KA9FOX 

Scott  Neader 

Onalaska 

neader@centuryinter.net 

www.QTH.com/ka9fox 

K9FZ 

A1  Lapins ki  (ex  AA9MP) 

Hudson 

alap@pop3.spacestar.net 

N8GAF 

M.  L.  "Pete"  Deets 

Madison 

IS  .pd@madison-business.com 

W2GC 

Jim  Cronn 

Two  Rivers 

cronnjwc@cfrnet.com 

KA9GCW 

Jim  Kline 

Ladysmith 

jkline@centuryinter.net 

K9GDF 

Rich  Regent 

Milwaukee 

regent@execpc.com 

W9GF 

Jerry  Fadness 

Stevens  Point 

maingan@coredcs  .com 
www.coredcs.com/  ~  maingan 

N6GFV 

Charles  Smalley 

Madison 

n6gfv@compu  serv  e .  co  m 

W9GGN 

Duane  A.  Olson 

Amherst  Junction 

olson@wi-net.com 

KG9GH 

Eric  Janssen 

Marinette 

kgninegh@mmet  .com 

N9GHZ 

Mike  Schoenfiiss 

Abbotsford 

muzikman@pcpros .  net 
www.pcpros.net/  —  muzikman 

N9GJJ 

Eugene  Tetzlaff 

Holmen 

ETHOLMEN@AOL.COM 

N9GLG 

Debbi  King 

Eau  Claire 

kingdr@uwec.edu 

K9GN 

George  Menart 

Howards  Grove 

gmenart@excel .  net 

W9GM 

Ken  Weigel 

La  Crosse 

w9gm@execpc .  com 

WA9GON 

Gerry  Radtke  (Fox  Cities  ARC) 

Appleton 

geradtke@execpc .  com 

N9GQK 

Harry  W.  Goodwin 

Green  Bay 

n9gqk@dct.com 

K9GS 

Gary  Schwartz  Greater  Milw  DX  Assn 

Mukwonago 

garyk9gs@solaria  .sol  .net 

K9GU 

Michel  Y.  Roy 

Baileys  Harbor 

mroy@itol.com 

WB9GYT 

Rick  Kissell 

Milwaukee 

rkissell@execpc .  com 

WJ9H 

Tom  Weeden 

Madison 

tc  weeden@execpc  .com 

KB9HAM 

Don  Parkinson 

Racine 

deprknsn@execpc  .com 

W9HAM 

Randy  Dyle  (ex  KZ90) 

Green  Bay 

randyle@netnet.net 

WD9HAS 

Skip  Voros 

Milwaukee 

svoros@execpc.com 

K9HDF 

Jim  King 

Balsam  Lake 

k9hdf@spacestar .  net 

WD9HFT 

Gale  Sorum 

Chippewa  Falls 

gsomm@discover-net.net 

WB9HHW 

Bob  Ringstad 

Ladysmith 

hhw@ladysmith .  net 

WD9HOD 

Ray  Vollrath  (WAR  Editor) 

Cedarburg 

rcv@execpc.com 

W9HWQ 

Duane  Fruechte 

Trempealeau 

w9hwq@win.bright.net 

WF9I 

Tom  King 

Eau  Claire 

kingtw@uwec.edu 

KG9IA 

Bob  Jones 

Placerville,  CA 

darshon@hotmail  .com 

K9IAG 

Ken  Drake 

Menomonie 

quack@win.bright.net 

W9IBQ 

Bob  Selbrede 

West  Salem 

BobSelbrede@cenniryinter.net 

myED.com/site/wsalem 

KL7IBV 

Larry  Faehling 

Clintonville 

kl7ibv@amsat.org 

KB9IKL 

Chris  Menart 

Howards  Grove 

cmenart@excel .  net 

KB9IQL 

Marty  Werner 

Medford 

mwemer@waun.tdsnet.com 

N9IQZ 

Janice  Schaden  (Mancorad  Club) 

Two  Rivers 

schaden@mail.tebi.com 

WD9IUV 

John  Bedore 

Milwaukee 

johnmilw@yahoo.com 

W9IXG 

Don  Michalski  (Official  Observer) 

Madison 

dem@sal.wisc.edu 

N9IXO 

Ralph  Gray 

Richland  Center 

rgray@mwt.net 

K9JHK 

Gerald  "Jerry"  Klabunde 

Sheboygan 

k9jhk@danet.net 

www.digitalaxis.com 

K9JIG 

Denis  Chris  topherson 

De  Pete 

k9jig@execpc.com 

WD9JIM 

John  VanMeter 

Clintonville 

jvanmet@cli.fiillfeed.com 

KE9JJ 

Ed  Seruga 

Waterford 

ed9jj@milwpc.com 

W9JK 

Jack  C.  Krause 

Wauwatosa 

w9jk@execpc.com 
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USCG  icebreaker 
"Glacier":  Part  5 

By  Sherm  Carr,  W9NGT 

This  is  the  fifth  part  in  a  series  of  the  personal  log  of 
Sherm  Carr,  W9NGT,  who  sailed  from  Australia  to 
Oregon  aboard  the  Coast  Guard’s  icebreaker  "Glacier". 
His  son,  Mike,  was  posted  to  that  ship,  and  Sherm  and 
son  sailed  together  on  her  voyage  to  her  decommissioning 
in  Astoria,  Oregon. 

2030  -  still  26  March 

Closed  down  at  1900.  We  have  a  pipeline  into  the 
Mountain  States,  and  conditions  are  improving  to  the 
Midwest.  We  have  heard  very  few  East  Coast  stations. 
This  has  been  a  learning  experience  for  me  where 
propagation  is  concerned.  I  am  sure  DX  people  have 
known  it  for  years,  but  my  20  meter  education  really 
began  when  son  Mike  was  assigned  to  the  Glacier  three 
years  ago,  and  I’ve  learned  the  most  since  we  left 
Sydney  on  the  13th.  This  is  ’on  the  job  training’  with  a 
vengeance! 

Our  best  station  today  was  in  Tucson,  Arizona. 
We’ve  lost  most  of  our  great  West  Coast  stations,  but 
they  deserve  a  rest.  We  hear  them,  but  not  well  enough 
for  phone  patch  work. 

I  am  told  there  may  be  flight  quarters  tomorrow  and 
we’ll  have  to  shut  down.  Traffic  is  tapering  off  some¬ 
what  now  though,  and  we  get  through  the  sign  up  sheet 
easily  before  propagation  drops  off. 

On  deck,  temperatures  are  cooler  now,  nearly  the 
same  as  when  we  left  Sydney.  We  are  back  on  good  old 
046  again,  and  back  to  13.7  knots.  Son  Mike  advises  we 
will  come  to  090  to  swing  around  the  Oahu  Headland, 
and  then  straight  in  to  Maui. 

1920  -  27  March 

Got  up  early.  Son  Mike  had  the  mid  watch,  and  was 
still  asleep.  The  ship  rolled  vigorously  all  night,  and  I 
made  with  the  rolled  up  blanket  trick,  to  stay  in  my 
bunk.  It  woke  me  up  once  in  a  while,  which  doesn’t 
happen  often.  We  ran  patches  until  the  band  folded. 
When  it  goes,  it  goes  quickly.  From  a  +15  signal  to 
almost  nothing  in  15  minutes.  Weird. 

Had  dinner  in  the  crew’s  mess.  Prime  rib,  roast  pig 
and  all  kinds  of  goodies,  ala  a  Hawaiian  Luau.  We  can 
see  the  lights  of  Oahu  off  to  starboard  some  15  miles 
away.  They  are  the  first  we  have  seen  since  Sydney,  14 
days  ago.  The  hamshack  will  be  secured  until  we  leave 
Maui. 

I  must  repeat  myself.  The  Maritime  Nets,  and  our 
always  present  and  dedicated  patch  stations  are  truly 
wonders.  They  are  not  amateurs;  they  are  unpaid  profes¬ 
sionals.  It  is  a  rare  privilege  to  post  my  license  in  the 
hamshack  and  be  a  part  of  this  service  to  Glacier’s  crew. 

Tomorrow,  my  XYL  Marianne  and  my  sister  Pat 
will  meet  us  at  the  dock,  and  we  will  have  dinner  ashore 
with  Captain  Hammond  and  some  others.  (Don’t  know 
just  who  yet)  Then  off  to  play  tourist  on  Maui.  Ah,  ’tis 
a  tough  life! 

We  are  due  at  the  dock  at  0800.  Judging  from  the 
OPS  radio  traffic,  there  will  be  quite  a  crowd  to  greet 
us. 

1000  -  28  March 

Everyone  was  up  early.  Had  my  roll  and  coffee,  and 
went  topside  where  Mike’s  crew  were  readying  lines  and 
gear  for  docking.  Our  course  for  Kahalui  Harbor  took  us 
almost  parallel  to  the  North  coast,  and  almost  breathtak¬ 
ing  scenery. 

Some  30  minutes  out,  the  pilot  boat  came  alongside, 
and  then  back  to  about  8  knots,  and  straight  in.  As 
advertised,  Glacier  was  at  the  dock  at  0745.  Mike  inched 
up  alongside  the  dock  at  dead  slow,  went  astern  to  put 
the  brakes  on,  and  six  monkey  fists  hit  the  dock  almost 
with  a  single  thud.  (A  ’monkey  fist’  is  a  round  weight 
attached  to  the  hawser  lanyard,  which  is  used  to  haul  in 
the  six  inch  lines  to  loop  around  the  bollards)  We  were 
tied  up  at  0759. 

Parking  a  9000  ton  "Canoe"  as  Mike  calls  it,  takes 
some  doing,  but  his  crew  is  a  well  oiled  machine.  They 
put  on  a  good  show.  After  Customs  Officials  released  the 
ship,  (Customs  comes  to  the  ship  in  this  case)  XYL 
Marianne  and  sister  Pat  arrived,  and  we  went  to  the 
wardroom  for  coffee,  introductions,  and  visiting.  The 
engines  are  silent  for  the  first  time  in  16  days.  It  was  a 
great  scene  on  the  dock  with  families  and  friends! 

Marianne  and  Pat  had  arrived  the  day  before  and 
were  up  early  to  watch  Glacier  grow  from  a  very  small 
red  dot  on  the  horizon  to  her  full  size  as  she  came  in. 

Now,  it’s  up  to  the  hotel,  a  shower,  rent  a  car, 
(Mike  is  going  to  chauffeur)  and  off  to  play  tourist  for  a 
few  days.  My  journal  must  wait  until  I  am  back  aboard. 
I  "wobble  about  a  bit”  as  the  Aussies  put  it.  Walking  on 
pavement  that  doesn’t  move  is  strange,  for  a  short  time. 

Maui  is  a  small  island,  but  one  of  the  prettiest. 
Viewed  from  a  park  part  way  up  a  mountain  called  "The 
Needle,"  Kahalui  harbor  is  an  azure  jewel,  with  rugged, 
long-dead,  weathered  volcano  cliffs  on  three  sides.  We 
trekked  to  Hanna,  (Pronounced  Hah-Nah)  via  a  narrow 
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CALL 

NAME 

CITY 

E-MAIL/URL 

WA9JMO 

Larry  McCalvy 

Racine 

wa9jmo@wi.net 

K9JMP 

Bob  Garske 

Poynette 

garskeb@iris .  com 

W9JN 

John  Feltz 

Junction  City 

jfw9jn@tznet.com 

WA9JOB 

Nets  Harvey 

Mequon 

nhar@execpc .  com 

KB9JQS 

Deanis  E.  Bahr 

Madison 

bahr@inxpress.net 

www.bahr.com 

N9JRC 

Adam  G.  King 

Eau  Claire 

kinger@overlord.edp.net 

KB9JSG 

Willy  Blecher 

Livingston,  TX 

kb9jsgme$@bigfoot.  com 

N6JSX 

Dale  "Kuby“  Kubichek 

Manitowoc 

n6jsx@yahoo  .com 

K9JT 

Jim  Taylor 

Madison 

jtayIor@videoterm.com 

N9JXB 

Carl  Lassanske 

Wautoma 

n9jxb@winiral.net 

K9JYX 

Don  Evenson 

Baraboo 

donk9jyx@midplains .  net 

WA9KEC 

Roy  Hawkins 

North  Prairie 

wa9kec@juno.com 

KB9KEF 

Bernie  Kopp  (Skywarn) 

Milwaukee 

bkopp@execpc .  com 
www.execpc.com/  -  bkopp 

WA9KFL 

Pete  Tillema 

Mount  Pleasant 

petetillema@juno.com 

WA9KFR 

Walter  Stasiowski 

Port  Washington 

wa9kft@pitnet.net 

WB0KIN 

Walter  Friant 

Marshfield 

waltftiant@tznet.com 

W9KKM 

Fred  Becker 

Wisconsin  Dells 

fbecker@midplains .  net 

KA9KLZ 

Art  Evans 

Cuba  City 

aevans@mhtc.net 

KB9KM 

Lee  Pogue 

Oshkosh 

poguel@vbe.com 

W9KNZ 

James  Zabel 

Brookfield 

w9knzj  im@execpc .  com 
www.execpc.com/  —  w9knzjim 

KB9KSR 

Larry  Deitcher 

Wisconsin  Rapids 

bigbiker@fastbytes  .com 

N6KUV 

Becky  Kubichek 

Manitowoc 

n6jsx@yahoo.com 

N9KY 

Bill  Witt 

Milwaukee 

bwitt@execpc.com 

KB9LAC 

Robin  Helman 

Onalaska 

RobinsNest@centuryinter.net 

W9LCJ 

Fern  V.  Fisher 

Racine 

w91cj@juno.com 

N9LEA 

Jason  Hanson 

Madison 

jjhanso  1  ©students  .wise,  edu 

N9LHX 

Seth  T.  King 

Eau  Claire 

kinger@overlord .  edp .  net 

N9LIA 

Jacob  Klein 

Wausau 

n91ia@pcpros.net 

WB9LKC 

Ray  Sommers 

Custer 

rsommers@coredcs.com 

N9LKY 

Jim  Paul 

Merrimac 

n91ky@shopstop .  net 

N9LOO 

Brian  Skrentny 

Jackson 

n91oo@execpc.com 
www. execpc.  corn/  - n91oo 

AA9LV 

Francis  A.  Goettl,  Jr. 

Elkhart  Lake 

fgoettl@excel.net 

K9LWI 

Lawrence  Steeno 

lsteeno@execpc.com 

N9LWJ 

Jan  Garske 

Poynette 

jgarske@ids.com 

KB9LYT 

Kris  Scheppe 

Sheboygan  Falls 

socrates@sts.net 

N9LZK 

Bob  Wilson 

Onalaska 

wilso_rk@mail  .u  wlax .  edu 

W9LZQ 

Kent  Helman 

Onalaska 

khelman@centuryinter.net 

WI9M 

Gary  Sharbuno  (Badger  Examiners) 

Brown  Deer 

wi9m@execpc  .com 

K9MA 

Scott  Ellington 

Madison 

sellington@ssec .  wise  .edu 

KE9MA 

Gene  Kroll 

Wisconsin  Rapids 

ke9ma@tznet.com 

KB9MES 

Carol  Blecher 

Livingston,  TX 

kb9jsgmes@bigfoot.com 

WB9MFC 

Marilyn  Lassanske 

Wautoma 

wb9mfc@wirural .  net 

N9MHF 

Joe  Sepulvado 

Nekoosa 

sepulvad@  wctc .  net 

N9MI 

Mike  Eiden 

Stevens  Point 

n9mi@g2a.net 

K9MIF 

Wayne  G.  Johnson 

Plover 

k9mif@coredcs .  com 

N0MKJ 

Bill  Rupp  (Milw.  Foxhunt  Club) 

Franklin 

* 

wrupp@execpc .  com 
www.execpc.com/ — wrupp 

KB9MKP 

David  DePover 

Juneau 

kb9mkp@tcccom .  net 

K9MLD 

Joel  Eschmann 

Hartford 

joelwi@execpc.com 

AA9MT 

Glenn  De  Baker 

Manitowoc 

gdebaker@lakefield .  net 

KG9MV 

Jim  Staatz  (ex  WB9RBP)  ARES/SKYWARN  Eau  Claire 

kg9mv@ecol.net 

WK9N 

James  E.  Noonan,  m 

Milwaukee 

jimiii@execpc.com 

N9NBC 

Ken  Knoff 

Kenosha 

n9nbc@qsl.net 

N9NDP 

Harvey  Friedrich 

Kenosha 

n9ndp@ix.netcom.com 

KG9NF 

R.  "Mev"  Meverden 

Sun  Prairie 

GUARDM@aol  .com 
www .  qsl .  net/kg9nf 

W9NFL 

Keith  Belongia  (ex  N9PBA) 

Racine 

keithbel@execpc.com 
www.execpc.com/  -  keithbel 

N9NGH 

Jim  Phillips 

Hudson 

n9ngh@amsat.org 

AA9NM 

Bob  Pratt  .. 

Neenah 

Baa9nm@aol.com 

W9NNS 

Rev.  Bill  Jablonske 

Weston 

wjablon@mtc.net 

KB9NNV 

Nathan  A.Luthardt 

Marinette 

MortalKombat@mari .  net 
http://mari.net/subzero 

N9NOF 

Keith  Summers 

DePere 

keiths@dct.com 

WB9NRK 

Dale  Johnson 

Green  Bay 

wb9nrk@kb9by  o .  ampr.org 

N9NTB 

Mack  Brophy 

Sun  Prairie 

brophm@dma .  state .  wi .  us 

W9NUE 

Ken  Rogers 

New  Berlin 

rkrogers@execpc.com 

K9NW 

Mike  Tessmer 

La  Crosse 

K9NW@aol.com 

N90EQ 

Chuck  Hanson 

Appleton 

crhanson@athenet.net 

KB90FK 

Mark  Cassellius 

Onalaska 

drmarkdc@aol .  com 

K90GT 

John  Klein,  Jr. 

Beaver  Dam 

johnklein@itol.com 

N90IG 

Kevin  Drissel 

Union  Grove 

n9oig@wi.net 

KB90KM 

Jason  Matthias 

Ashland 

MJ3721@wheeler.northland.edu 

KG90M 

Robert  Durfee 

Sheboygan 

kg9om@danet.net 

N900 

Don  Buska 

Kenosha 

n9oo@qsl.net 

www.qsl.net/n9oo 

K90QO 

Jim  Sheetz  (WAR  Treasurer) 

Appleton 

k9oqo@aol.com 

KB90UC 

Charles  Buggs 

Janesville 

kb9ouc@ricon.net 
www.ticon.net/  -  kb9ouc 

W90VO 

Clayton  Cardy 

Sturgeon  Bay 

w9ovo@itol.com 

KY9P 

Keith  Shilhavy 

West  Bend 

ky9p@execpc.com 

WS9P 

Cheryl  Miller 

Racine 

cgjmill@wi.net 

K9PAK 

Dave  Barquist 

Oconomowoc 

dbarq@execpc.com 

KB9PCW 

Austin  Kyser 

Appleton 

kb9pc  w@callsign .  net 

N9PHF 

Dawn  Bergs 

Wausay 

dbergs@juno .  com 

W9PHF 

Ray  Greisinger 

Green  Bay 

GREISINR@UWGB .  EDU 

N9PHS 

Wes  Jones 

Shell  Lake 

n9phs@syslan.net 

WA9POV 

Dave  Knaus 

Grafton 

wa9po  v@execpc  .com 
www.execpc.com/~wa9pov 

N9PQN 

Marylynn  Franzen 

McFarland 

N9PQN@inxpress .  net 

N9PQU 

Jeff  Rymer 

Pound 

jrymer@ez-net.com 

KA9PSL 

Mike  Hoier 

Lake  Delton 

hoier@chorus.net 

AA9PT 

Mark  A.  Warner 

aapt@disco  ver-net .  net 

K9PT 

Dean  Andrewjeski  (ex  AD9W) 

Mosinee 

andrewjesk@pcpros .  net 

W9PVD 

Gordon  Lauder 

Webster 

w9pvd@win.bright.net 

KB9PZF 

Jill  A.  Cole 

Green  Bay 

kb9pzf@earthlink.net 

NF9Q 

Eugene  F.  Schultz 

Sheboygan 

efgene@juno.com 

WN9Q 

Dave  Jaeger 

Whitelaw 

jaeger@tcbi.com 

WB9QBA 

George  Gruetzmacher 

Sun  Prairie 

grgruetz@  vms2 .  macc .  wise ,  edu 

KA9QFJ 

William  H.  Hommel,  III 

Baraboo 

billh@baraboo .  com 

KB9QGD 

Maureen  Wilson 

Onalaska 

wilso_md@mail .  u  wlax .  edu 

KB9QGE 

Dave  Christel 

La  Crosse 

kb9qge@qsl.net  » 

www.qsl.net/kb9qge/atv.html  - 

KB9QQE 

Jeff  Kane 

Thiensville 

jkane@execpc.com 
www.execpc.com/  -jkane 

KB9RHI 

Brian  Smith 

Janesville 

bsmith@ticon.net 

K9RI 

Ray  Wolfe  (ex  WB9LST)  (Kenosha  EC) 

Kenosha 

wol  feman@execpc  .com 

AA9RK 

Mike  Falk 

West  Allis 

mjf27@iastate.edu 

http :  //ods  .ods .  net/ketchup/index .  htm 

N9ROY 

Rick  Plouffe 

Wisconsin  Dells 

rplouffe@midplains .  net 

WB9RQR 

Stanley  Kaplan  (OZARES  EC) 

Port  Washington 

skaplan@post .  its .  me  w .  edu 

N9RSU 

Leroy  A.  Dick,  Sr. 

Eau  Claire 

n9rsu@werewolf.net 

K9RTB 

Bob  Klein 

Luxemburg 

bklein@itol.com 

W9RTP 

George  K.  Stanek 

Edgerton 

w9rtp@juno.com 

N9RVV 

Marvin  Opitz 

New  Auburn 

mkopitz@marcus  -onl  ine .  net 

KA9RZL 

John  G.  Rusfeldt 

Racine 

diver@wi.net 

WB9SBD 

Joe  Mayenschein 

La  Valle 

mayenl@mwt.net 

KB9SCZ 

Van  Tuliy 

Little  Chute 

KB9SCZ@qsl.net 

WA9SFH 

Jerry  Thompson 

Brown  Deer 

jerthomp@execpc  com 

AA9SJ 

Steve  Eisold 

Sheboygan 

seisold@prodigy .  net 

AA9TB 

Mariann  Littell 

Glendale 

mariann@csd.uwm.edu 

N9TD 

Art  Kratz 

Big  Flats 

kratzham@maqs .  net 

N9TLM 

Karen  Tlachac 

Wisconsin  Rapids 

karenron@wctc .  net 

KF9TN 

Jack  Izzard 

Platteville 

k<9tn@mhtc.net 

N9TNW 

Bill  Vincent 

Kimberly 

wvincent@execpc .  com 

.  .  N9TPY  .  . 

,  .Richard  Swierczynski .  (Skywarn)  _  .  , 

,  Milwaukee . 

richardj@onuiifest.uwm.edu 
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road  with  over  100  hairpin  turns,  past  deep  gorges, 
waterfalls,  lush  tropical  foliage,  and  scenery  one  sees 
only  in  these  islands. 

On  the  East  side  of  the  island,  where  the  older 
settlements  are,  is  a  monstrous  Banyan  tree  that  spreads 
out  over  300  feet  in  diameter.  It  covers  an  entire  city 
block.  It  is  easy  to  understand  why  many  come  here  as 
tourists,  and  never  leave. 

2300  -  31  March 

Touring  time  is  over.  Marianne,  sister  Pat,  Mike  and 
I  had  dinner  with  Captain  Hammond  and  his  daughter  at 
Maui’s  famed  Chart  House.  We  visited  until  late,  and 
Mike  and  I  said  our  good  byes,  took  the  car  back,  and 
headed  for  the  ship. 

Tomorrow  we  get  underway  for  Astoria,  Oregon, 
nine  days  away.  We  are  into  the  home  stretch.  Today 
was  stormy;  very  windy  and  rainy,  and  the  palm  trees 
around  the  hotel  were  very  noisy  all  last  night.  From  the 
looks  of  the  huge  seas  crashing  on  the  rocky  shore 
around  the  point,  tomorrow  may  be  interesting.  Glacier 
will  ride  lower  now  though,  with  500  plus  tons  of  sea 
water  ballast,  and  should  ride  easier. 

1230  -  1  April 

We  are  underway  for  Astoria.  Glacier  eased  away 
from  the  dock  on  time,  but  we  were  delayed  getting  out 
because  the  cruise  ship  Constellation  just  came  in,  and  it 
took  all  available  tugs  to  get  her  tied  up. 

Very  heavy  seas  were  encountered  as  soon  as  we 
cleared  the  breakwater.  All  "weather  decks"  are  secured, 
and  we  are  taking  rolls  that  are  "Bell  ringers."  The  large 
ship’s  bell  on  the  brow  of  the  bridge  apron  is  fixed,  but 
the  clapper  is  free  to  swing.  When  the  ship’s  roll  reaches 
about  36  degrees,  the  clapper  swings  far  enough  to  sound 
the  bell,  hence  the  term  "bell  ringers."  On  the  bridge, 
and  at  all  operating  stations,  everyone  is  "hooked  up" 
with  safety  belts. 

Monstrous  seas  crash  over  Glacier’s  bow,  which 
disappears  at  times!  There  was  some  discussion  about 
skirting  the  storm  for  easier  sailing,  but  the  consensus 
was  keep  going  and  let  her  roll.  And  roll  she  did,  for 
two  days.  No  patch  operations  today,  or  tomorrow 
either.  We  could  not  get  to  the  hamshack  anyway,  as  all 
hatches  are  secured  and  dogged  down. . 

1900  -  still  1  April 

Still  very  rough  going!  The  Meteorology  folks 
indicate  the  storm  will  peak  sometime  early  tomorrow. 
The  wardroom  was  nearly  empty  at  lunch  and  dinner,  but 
Mike  and  I  had  some  soup  and  a  salad.  This  was  a 
gymnastic  adventure,  but  we  made  it.  Salad  was  easy, 
but  the  soup  presented  some  problems.  In  a  very  deep 
bowl,  the  process  of  getting  it  inside  us,  and  not  all  over 
the  outside  of  us,  was  mostly  a  matter  of  precision 
timing. 

The  wardroom  chairs  are  secured  with  lanyards 
through  both  chair  arms,  across  one’s  lap,  with  snap 
hooks  in  eyebolts  under  the  table,  which  is  welded  to  the 
deck.  The  wardroom  portholes  (sealed  shut)  go  under 
water  every  so  often.  I  am  told  the  bridge  clinometer 
registered  49  degrees.  Under  these  conditions  there  is 
little  traction  under  foot.  One  simply  slides.  Getting  from 
one  point  to  another  requires  precisely  timed  movements, 
and  one  does  not  move  about  unless  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary.  Going  up  and  down  ladders  is  an  acrobatic  feat  of 
agility  not  easily  executed  by  an  old  WWII  retread. 

Down  in  Mike’s  cabin,  nearer  the  roll  axis,  the  ride 
is  easier.  As  I  write,  our  foul  weather  gear  swings  out  at 
crazy  angles.  Mike  took  some  pictures  so  I  would  not  be 
accused  of  exaggeration.  I  am  braced  in  a  chair  wedged 
against  Mike’s  bunk,  with  my  feet  against  the  stanchion. 
My  penmanship  is  atrocious,  and  also  requires  timing, 
but  I  can  still  write. 

The  engines  rumble  on,  and  Glacier  plows  through 
the  huge  seas  as  she  has  done  for  31  years.  There  is  no 
concern  among  the  crew;  they  have  been  here  before.  It 
is  an  exhilarating  experience! 

2200  -  still  1  April 

Seas  are  almost  imperceptibly  diminishing.  Mike  had 
the  1600  to  2000  watch,  and  I  was  on  the  bridge  for  a 
time,  watching  some  fearsome  seas  break  over  the  bow. 
First,  the  hawse  pipes  spew  geysers,  then  a  wall  of  water 
comes  over  the  bow,  with  spume  all  the  way  to  the 
bridge.  White  foam  shoots  out  for  a  hundred  feet  from 
the  bow  wave.  It  is  truly  an  awesome  display  of  Nature’s 
power. 

The  rain  has  stopped,  but  the  sky  is  a  mass  of  lead 
colored  clouds  with  tremendous,  boiling  turbulence.  We 
are  making  less  than  8  knots,  and  the  bow  rises  and  falls 
almost  20  feet,  but  everyone,  me  included,  is  having  a 
ball.  There  were  recollections  of  down  in  Drake’s 
Passage,  between  the  southern  tip  of  South  America  and 
Antarctica,  the  world’s  most  vicious  stretch  of  ocean.  In 
a  storm  down  there,  Glacier  rolled  55  degrees! 

0145  -  2  April 

Seas  are  noticeably  diminishing  and  the  barometer 
Continued  on  page  9 


CALL 

NAME 

CITY 

KF9TS 

Jeffrey  A.  Schuh 

Tigerton 

N9TUA 

Carol  Ceraso 

Chippewa  Falls 

WB9TYT 

Dan  Bolander  (WAR  Freq.  Coord.) 

Milwaukee 

NE9U 

Scott  Jasper 

Plover 

N9UAK 

Lois  Wise 

Tomahawk 

N9UBQ 

Roland  Sacho 

Medford 

KC9UC 

Bill  Bergs 

Wausau 

N9UDO 

Steve  Schulze 

Baraboo 

N9UDX 

Wayne  Burgess 

Madison 

KE9UE 

Tom  Kinney 

Tomahawk 

W9UGT 

Bill  Aspinwall 

Lodi 

N9UNR 

Dave  Barrow 

Cedarburg 

N9UPU 

Joe  Tenor 

Green  Bay 

K9UTQ 

Gene  Santoski 

Wisconsin  Rapids 

K9UUT 

Rees  Roberts 

Racine 

K9UW 

Mike  Pagel  (ex  KA9LAQ) 

Amherst 

W9UW 

Ron  Tlachac 

Wisconsin  Rapids 

N9UXG 

Sue  Wiskow 

Arcadia 

NG9V 

Gari  Berliot 

Madison 

N9VPZ 

David  Cooley 

New  Holstein 

K9VSO 

Jim  B  res  zee 

Madison 

N9VST 

Mac  Funkhouser 

Ripon 

N9VWK 

Bruce  V.  Gray 

Elroy 

AA9W 

Ed  Rate 

Mequon 

WB9WBN 

Gerald  Werner 

Marshfield 

N9WBR 

Jeff  Ramlow 

Amherst  Junction 

KB9WC 

Jack  Bremer 

Markesan 

K9WD 

Steve  Schwoegler 

Wisconsin  Dells 

KA9WDX 

Bernard  Jari 

Medford 

K9WI 

John  Kaiser 

Oshkosh 

K9WIX 

Clancy  Meneau  (Manitowoc  Co.  RACES) 

Kellnersville 

N9WUN 

Charles  Savard  (Mancorad  Club) 

Manitowoc 

N9WVD 

Kirt  Krause 

Iola 

W9WW 

Don  Haney 

Wausau 

KA9WXN 

Dave  Schank 

New  Berlin 

WS9X 

Ronald  Schaden  (Mancorad  Club) 

Two  Rivers 

W9XT 

Gary  Sutcliffe 

Stinger 

N9XVG 

Peter  Schaettle 

Onalaska 

KF9XX 

Guy  A.  Boucher 

Marshfield 

KA9YAW 

Wes  Michael 

Green  Bay 

W9YCV 

Lester  Peterson 

Greenfield 

N9YIG 

David  C.  Peterson 

Chippewa  Falls 

N9YJJ 

Bruce  Schaffer 

Augusta 

N9YLS 

Lee  Housey 

Sheboygan 

W9Y0A 

Jack  Klein 

Beaver  Dam 

W9YQ 

Dwight  G.  Bosselman 

Oconto 

WB9YSD 

Steve  Polishinski 

Sun  Prairie 

WA9YVE 

John  Givens 

Ixonia 

NZ9Z 

John  Meyer 

Kellnersville 

WB9ZBE 

Donna  Menart 

Howards  Grove 

N9ZET 

Fred  Diedrick 

Edgerton 

N9ZT5 

Jesse  Kujawa 

Green  Bay 

KB5ZJU 

Phillip  N.  Lodde 

Sheboygan  Falls 

N9ZLU 

Jim  Bailey 

Neillsville 

KA9ZPY 

Arne  Moxness 

Racine 

WB8ZSZ 

Rev.  Sam  Morrison 

Plymouth 

KF9ZU 

Bette  Kratz 

Big  Flats 

K9ZUM- 

Mike  Grady 

Mountain 

K0ZYP 

Dave  Gegner 

Ladysmith 

K9ZZ 

Jim  Romelfanger 

Baraboo 

Black  River  Wireless  Assn. 

Central  Wisconsin  Radio  Amateurs 

Stevens  Point 

Chippewa  Valley  ARES  .n. 

Eau  Claire 

Dane  Co.  ARES 

Eau  Claire  Amateur  Radio  Club 

ECResources, 

Ltd. 

Fox  Cities  Amateur  Radio  Club  W9ZL 

Appleton 

KMRA  VE  Team  (Waukesha  Area) 

Waukesha 

Madison  Amateur  Radio  Clubs 

Madison 

Marinette/Menominee  ARC 

Marshfield  Area  ARS 

Marshfield 

Milwaukee  Area  Amateur  Radio  Society 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Area  SKYWARN  Association 

Milwaukee 

Morse  2000  Project 

Eau  Claire 

Near  Space  Sciences 
Ozaukee  Radio  Club 


Racine  Megacycle  Club  Racine 

Red  Cedar  Repeater  Association 

Rib  Mountain  Repeater  Assn.  Wausau 

Riverland  Amateur  Radio  Club  La  Crosse 

Rock  County  ARES  &  SKYWARN 

UW  Space  Place  Amateur  Radio  Center  Madison 

Washington  County  ARC 

Watertown  Amateur  Radio  Club  Watertown 

West  Allis  Radio  Amateur  Club 
Wisconsin  Association  of  Repeaters 

Wisconsin  Emergency  Management  EOC  Madison 

Yellow  Thunder  ARC  Baraboo 


E-MAIL/URL 

kf9ts@frontiemet.  net 

ceraz@execpc.com 

bolander@execpc.com 

jasper@tcccom.net 

wisewynn@newnorth.net 

tcemlepc@waun.tdsnet.com 

bbergs@d  wave .  net 

ste  ven9udo@teraboo .  com 

www.thelorax.com/  -  sschulze 

n9udx@midplains .  net 

tkinney@newnorth.net 

w9ugt@compuserve.com 

n9unr@execpc.com 

jtenor@sparknet.  net 

www.sparknet.net/  -jtenor/gbasfg.html 

k9utq@wctc.net 

reesr@wi.net 

pagel@wi-net.com 

karenron@  wctc .  net 

jcwiskow@win.bright.net 

garib@inxpress.net 

dcool@fdldomet.com 

k9  vso@chorus .  net 

macgyver@n9vst.com 

http://n9vst.com/wpwin 

bvgsmg@mwt.net 

edrate@execpc .  com 

wemerg@dgabby .  mfldclin.edu 

ramlo  w@  wi-net .  com 

jhbremer@fdldornet.com 

srss@baraboo.com 

KA9WDX@webtv.  net 

jkaiser@vbc.com 

cmeneau@mail .  tcbi .  com 

cesavard@juno.com 

n9wvd@geocities .  com 

www.  geocities  .com/CapeCanaveral/Lab/8279 

w9ww@arrl.net 

drs@mail.gmtcom.com 

schaden®  mail  .tcbi.com 

w9xt@qth.com 

www.qdi.com/w9xt 

n9xvg@lse .  fullfeed.com 

guyboucher@tznet.com 

Ka9yaw@aol.com 

LesW9YCV@aol.com  , 

dcpeters@discover-net.net 

n9yjj@discover-net.net 

lhousey@excel .  net 

jldein@peoples .  net 

dgbcms@nemet.net 

wb9y  sd@mailbag .  com 

wa9yve@globaldialog.com 

jmeyer@mail  .tcbi.com 

dmenart@excel .  net 

diedrick@jvinet.com 

n9zis@aol.com 

plodde@excel.net 

liljim@badger.tds.net 

amoxness@execpc  .com 

morrison@exceI.net 

kratzham@naqs.net 

k9zum@juno.com 

djgegner@ladysmidi.net 

smokesigs@baraboo.com 

lUjim@badger.tds.net 

www.coredcs.com/  -  maeiden/cwra.htm 

kg9mv@ecol.net 

www.danenet. wicip.org/  -  ares 

kg9mv@ecol.net 

www.ecarc.org 

www.execpc.com/  -  kf9cs/ecr.htm 

http://w9zl.ampr.org 

103357.3222@compuscrve.com 

http://members.aol.com/staskc2ak/ 

mmarclub@hotmail .  com 

www.cybrzn.com/  -  grizzly /mmarclub/ 

waltfriant@tznet.com 

www.execpc.com/  -  n91kh 

svoros@execpc.com 

www.execpc.com/  -  svoros 

www.uwec.edu/Academic/Outreach/ 

Morse2000/morse2000 .  html 
http://tbcnet.com/ -davidc/nss/nss.html 
edrate@execpc .  com 
www.execpc.com/  -  nhar 
w9udu@wi.net 
www2.wi.net/~hamradio/ 
http://discover-net.net/  ~  tazman/ 
rcrainfo/rc  rainfo.html 
nelles@dwave.net 
www.centuryinter.net/rarc/ 
rcares@hotmaU .  com 
www.qsl.net/rcares 
www.sal.wisc.edu/spaceplace 
www.nconnect.net'  --  wcarc 

wa9yve@globaldialog.com  A 

www.execpc.com/WARAC  \ 

n9uur@execpc .  com 

www.gmttom.com/war 

RACES@DMA.STATE.WI.US 

www.dieIorax.com/  -  sschulze 


Continued  from  page  8 

has  bottomed  out  and  begun  to  rise,  so  we  are  out  of  the 
worst  of  it.  Time  to  roil  up  blankets  and  prop  up  my 
mattress.  1  was  somewhat  apprehensive,  because  I 
haven’t  experienced  this  weather  aboard  ship  since 
WWII.  I  was  vastly  relieved  to  find  I  could  handle  it.  I 
think  Mike  was  relieved  too. 

1300  -  2 -April 

Seas  are  well  down  today.  Six  engines  on  the  line  to 
make  up  lost  time,  and  the  desk  jiggles  with  the  vibra¬ 
tion  from  prop  wash  against  the  hull.  We  are  making 
16.6  knots  on  good  old  046  for  Astoria.  My  plot  on 
Bill’s  map  is  a  straight  line,  mostly. 

I  checked  out  the  hamshack,  and  the  equipment  is  all 
OK.  Each  time  we  shut  down,  everything  is  secured,  so 
I  was  not  concerned.  The  chairs,  wastebasket,  and  a 
combination  chest  and  seat  were  all  tipped  over,  and  the 
deck  was  a  mess  from  the  emptied  chest  and  wastebas¬ 
ket.  The  clock  took  a  beating.  It  shook  loose  from  its 
velcroed  mount  and  was  hanging  by  the  line  cord.  It  was 
still  running,  but  was  10  minutes  slow. 

Talked  with  the  USCGC  Midgett  up  in  the  Bering 
sea,  and  they  were  really  hammered.  70  MPH  winds,  26 
foot  seas,  and  they  rolled  58  degrees.  Glacier  personnel 
were  concerned  for  them,  and  were  relieved  to  hear  all 
was  well  aboard  the  Midgett. 

It’s  not  too  comfortable  in  the  shack  today,  with  the 
heavy  ground  swell  in  the  aftermath  of  the  storm,  so, 
after  briefing  the  Net  and  our  patch  stations  on  our 
adventures,  we  secured.  We’ll  go  back  at  it  tomorrow. 

The  hamshack  will  be  secured  three  days  out  of 
Astoria,  I  am  told,  as  the  gear  must  be  inventoried  and 
packed  up.  It  is  scheduled  to  go  to  the  USCG  Cutter 
Westwind.  They  will  be  getting  some  fine  equipment. 

2230  -  3  April 

Settled  in,  plot  chores  done,  and  coffee,  now  that  it 
is  much  cooler.  We  had  a  good  day.  Many,  many 
contacts,  but  not  too  much  patch  traffic.  Generated  some 
pileups,  but  got  everyone  we  could  hear.  Some  gabbed 
on  and  on.  holding  things  up.  One  got  so  windy  we  just 
moved  up  and  told  everyone  else  to  come  along.  He  got 
the  message  when  he  found  he  was  talking  to  himself. 

Ran  a  patch  to  my  home,  and  found  Marianne  and 
sister  Pat  had  arrived  home  safely,  and  she  has  been 
telling  everyone  about  the  trip.  She  was  concerned  about  — 
the  storm,  because  she  and  Pat  watched  us  depart  Maui, 
and  could  see  Glacier  pitching  in  the  heavy  seas. 

2130  -4  April 

Mike  and  I  had  dinner  this  evening  with  the  Captain 
and  his  father,  a  retired  Admiral,  who  came  aboard  at 
Maui  to  make  the  trip  to  Portland. 

The  ship  has  been  running  in  the  heavy  ground  swell 
trough  all  day,  and  occasionally  takes  a  vicious  roll. 
After  dinner,  strapped  in  with  Bungee  cords,  we  were 
having  coffee,  when  a  big  roll  duped  me  neatly  to  the 
deck!  The  first  real  mishap  of  the  trip,  and  it  has  to  be 
in  front  of  the  Captain!  But  the  only  casualty  was  my 
pride.  Mike  said,  "There  is  a  real  trouper!  He  gets 
dumped  to  the  deck,  and  saves  his  coffee!  * 

Mike  made  a  fast  move  and  rescued  the  Admiral’s 
coffee  cup.  The  Captain  said  the  fast  move  was  because 
the  cup  was  headed  for  Mike’s  lap. 

Mike  is  at  his  journal  and  I  am  working  on  mine.  He 
is  describing  my  "side  flip"  after  dinner  tonight.  He  was 
opposite  me  at  the  table,  and  when  I  went  over,  all  he 
saw  was  an  arm  sticking  straight  up,  with  a  cup  of  coffee 
at  the  end  of  it.  The  rat! 

2200  -  5  April 

We  ran  quartering  to  the  seas  today,  and  Glacier 
rides  much  easier.  In  looking  back,  (To  avoid  repeating 
myself  too  much)  I  may  mention  Glacier’s  ’roll’  and  her 
behavior  a  little  too  often,  so  I  will  try  to  minimize  those 
comments. 

Had  a  steady  stream  of  visitors  in  the  shack.  It  is  a  _ 

three  cornered  compartment,  one  side  of  which  is  the 
hull,  located  two  decks  below  the  starboard  bridge  wing. 

It  gets  a  bit  cozy  occasionally,  when  more  than  three  or 
four  people  are  in  with  us.  We  have  crew  members  talk 
to  the  patch  stations  that  have  been  taking  good  care  of 
them  this  whole  trip. 

We  hear  and  talk  to  the  entire  U.S.  now.  The  West 
Coast  is  back  in  solid.  It  is  cool  now,  and  a  jacket  is 
necessary  out  on  deck  in  the  evening.  I  worked  on  the 
QSL  list  some,  but  just  to  get  logs  and  station  lists 
complete.  The  big  job  will  come  when  I  get  home.  I 
hope  I  have  enough  cards.  Again,  my  mind  reverts  to 
Glacier’s  decommissioning,  and  the  retirement  of  the 
ship’s  call,  KC4USG.  I  must  make  a  note  to  speak  to  Lt. 
Laurie  Dowd  about  that. 

Glacier  rumbles  on,  at  16.2  knots,  on  good  old  046, 
with  her  usual  slow,  sedate  roll. 

Another  time  zone  change  at  2315,  and  one  more  to 
get  on  West  Coast  time.  That  will  take  care  of  1 1  time  _ 
zones.  But  its  bunk  time.  Tomorrow  will  be  the  last  day 
in  the  hamshack.  Today  was  to  be  it,  but  we’re  having 
so  much  fun  we’ll  get  one  more  day. 

Next  month:  We  wrap  up  the  remarkable  journal 
of  WSNGT's  adventures  on  the  Glacier. 
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Vim  Ii99  OMat  Ctvens  Train 

Here  is  some  preliminary  info  about  the  1999  run  of  the  Great  Circus  Train.  Full  details  will  follow  in  June’s 
issue. 

The  trip  has  been  extended  to  four  days  from  two.  Day  One  (July  2)  is  Baraboo  to  Janesville.  Day  Two,  the  train 
goes  all  the  way  to  Appleton,  with  scheduled  public  viewing  stops  in  Waukesha  and  Oshkosh.  Day  Three,  the  leg  is 
Appleton  to  Green  Bay  (where  a  public  viewing  stop  will  be  made)  to  Fond  du  Lac.  Day  Four  (July  5)  is  Fondy  to 
Milwaukee.  Check:  http://www.drcuqMrade.com  and  circusworldmuseum.com 

This  is  the  first  time  the  train  will  venture  into  the  Fox  Valley  area.  Bring  everyone  you  can  and  see  something 
you’ve  probably  never  seen  before!  Don’t  forget  the  cameras  and  camcorders. 

Hams  on  board  will  operate  on  some  repeaters,  and  W9R  will  operate  on  146,55  FM  simplex  as  time  allows, 
as  well  as  on  7.240,  14.240,  and  21.340,  one  band  at  a  time,  starting  around  1430  UTC  daily,  perhaps  earlier  on 
Days  Two  and  Three.  Certificates  require  a  9  x  12  SASE  and  QSL  to  Jim  Romelfanger,  K9ZZ,  412‘A  Ash  Street, 
Baraboo,  WI  53913-2501. 
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Wisconsin  Nets  Association  Ltd. 

Art  Evans,  KA9KLZ,  Secretary 
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Wisconsin  Nets 


Net 

WNA 

Freq. 

UTC 

CDT 

Manager 

BWN 

Yes 

3985 

1100 

0600 

W9RCW 

BEN 

Yes 

3985 

1700 

1200 

KE9VU 

WSBN 

Yes 

3985 

2230 

1730 

WB9WHQ 

WNN 

Yes 

3723 

2300 

1800 

KB90CZ 

WSSN 

Yes 

3645 

2330 

1830 

N9BDL 

WIN/E 

Yes 

3662 

0000 

1900 

WB9ICH 

WIN/L 

Yes 

3662 

0300 

2200 

W9UW 

RCRA 

No 

01/61 

0030 

1930 

KA90MC 

(Mondays  CDT)  (Menomonie  Area) 

Gr.  Bay 

No 

72/12 

0245 

2145 

WB9NRK 

(Green  Bay  Area) 

ARES 

No 

4.65/5.25 

0200 

2100 

(South  East/South  Central  Wisconsin) 

RACES 

'  No 

3993.5 

1400 

0900 

WA90AY 

(LSB  Sunday) 
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NET 

SESSIONS 

QNI 

QTC 

TIME 

BWN 

30 

1390 

1772 

2252 

BEN 

29 

580 

68/47 

904 

WSBN 

29 

560 

123 

957 

WNN 

31 

137 

16 

360 

WSSN 

31 

241 

34 

351 

.  WIN/E 

29 

226 

110/103 

326 

BPL 


Station 

ORIG 

RCVD 

SENT 

DLVD 

TOTAL 

K9JPS 

1 

519 

46 

343 

909 

W9RCW 

0 

399 

39 

260 

698 

K9RTB 

0 

395 

63 

186 

644 

W9IHW 

1 

333 

68 

196 

597 

WB9YPY 

0 

270 

281 

0 

551 

K9GU* 

0 

272 

31 

189 

492 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Chairman,  Gary  Bargholz,  at  1:10  p.m.  It 
was  held  at  Titletown  Brewing  Company 
in  Green  Bay. 

Introduction  of  members  and  guests: 


N9VSV 

Jeananne 

N9UUR 

Gary 

N9JUU 

Terry 

N9GDY 

Harry 

KB9QXJ 

Mark 

K90Q0 

Jim 

N90ET 

Virginia 

KG9AL 

Mike 

K9PJB 

Dick 

WB9QXO 

Jack 

KA9BHK 

Diane 

KA9BHL 

Mike 

W9BLI 

Jake 

WB9MFB 

Ron 

WA9JOB 

Nels  Harvey 

WA9POV 

Dave  Knaus 

N9GHE 

Rodney  Pajula 

KB9ENO 

Bill  Neimuth 

KF9CS 

Mark  Heimmermann 

N9PMR 

Rick  Waedekin 

W9RIC 

Rick  Kosiorek 

WB9MHS 

Virg  Burmeister 

WD9EGA 

Margaret  Burmeister 

Secretary’s  report 

There  were  no  additions  or  corrections 
to  the  minutes.  N9GHE  made  a  motion  to 
accept  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  as 
printed  in  the  newsletter.  The  motion  was 
seconded  by  KB9ENO  and  approved  by 
the  members  present. 

Treasurer’s  report 

The  current  account  balance  is 
$2191.20.  There  were  no  outstanding 
expenses  at  that  time. 

Newsletter  report 

The  annual  renewal  form  was  not 
included  in  the  last  newsletter.  A  motion 
was  made  by  WA9JOB  to  send  a  second 
mailing  including  the  renewal  application 
to  the  repeater  owners/trustees.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  seconded  by  N9UUR  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  members  present. 

Coordinator’s  Report 

No  problems  or  questions  on  Dan’s 
report  as  printed  in  the  newsletter. 

SNP  stands  for  "Shared  Not  Pro¬ 
tected".  SNP  is  being  adopted  by  Wiscon¬ 
sin’s  neighboring  states.  W.A.R  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  clear  the  following  frequen¬ 
cies:  145.230  and  442.125.  The  frequen¬ 
cies  are  used  for  emergencies,  testing  and 
special  events.  Operation  on  these  frequen¬ 
cies  must  be  of  short  duration  and  require 
coordination  with  Dan. 

Rick  Kosiorek,  W9RIC,  is  the  only 
person  in  the  state  using  442. 125.  Dan  and 
him  have  been  in  contact.  Rick  is  cooper¬ 
ating  with  W.A.R.,and  agrees  to  change 
his  repeater  frequency  to  443.175.  A 
motion  was  made  to  assist  Rick  in  chang¬ 
ing  to  the  new  frequency.  The  motion  was 
seconded  and  approved  by  the  members 
present. 

Chairman’s  Report 

Web  Page:  Gary  thanked  Dave,  WA9- 
POV,  for  all  the  work  he  has  been  doing 
on  the  W.A.R.  homepage. 

Close  Spacing  Document:  The  final 
draft  has  been  completed.  The  only  change 


is  that  PL  decode  will  be  required  on  all 
new  coordination  of  close  spacing  repeat¬ 
ers.  Illinois  is  taking  the  W.A.R.  docu¬ 
ment  back  to  its  members  for  discussion. 
Even  if  Illinois  agrees  with  our  document 
they  want  a  signed  agreement  between 
Wisconsin  and  Illinois.  Minnesota  is  read¬ 
ing  over  our  document  and,  considering 
developing  one  of  their  own. 

ERP  and  HAAT  Forms:  The  ERP  and 
HAAT  forms  were  approved  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  in  December.  Some  people  have  indi¬ 
cated  problems  with  the  HAAT  forms. 
There  are  a  couple  options  available  to 
trustees  filling  out  the  forms.  One  is  to 
purchase  topographical  maps  and  plot  their 
sites.  The  second  is  to  contact  a  consulting 
firm  and  pay  $15  for  each  site.  For  more 
information  on  the  consulting  firm  or  if 
you  are  totally  lost  contact  Nels  Harvey, 
WA9JOB. 

NFCC  Meeting  at  Dayton:  An  NFCC 
Forum  will  be  held  at  the  Dayton  Hamven- 
tion  in  Room  3,  on  Saturday,  May  15, 
1999  from  12  noon  to  12:45  p.m.  Please 
check  your  Hamvention  program  after  you 
arrive  to  confirm  the  meeting  time  and 
location. 

Old  Business 

Jim,  K90Q0,  expects  W.A.R.  to 
receive  money  from  the  ARRL  for  its 
Repeater  Directory  any  day. 


New  Business 

NFCC:  There  is  a  correction  to  Nels 
title  in  the  last  newsletter.  He  is  not  the 
NFCC  Chairman.  Nels  is  the  liaison  from 
W.A.R.  to  the  NFCC,  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  NFCC  PRM  Committee. 

Nels  thanked  WAR  for  the  financial 
assistance  to  attend  the  drafting  of  the 
NFCC  document.  Nels  also  thanked  the 
anonymous  individual  who  helped  with  the 
frequent  flier  miles.  Nels  passed  around 
some  pictures  of  the  movers  involved  with 
the  proposal. 

The  purpose  of  the  NFCC  is  to  require 
coordination  of  all  repeaters  by  groups 
recognized  by  the  FCC  or  its  designees. 
The  number  1  priority  of  the  group  is  to 
complete  the  documentation  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  rule  making.  The  initial  draft  was 
approved  by  the  NFCC  membership  and 
then  submitted  to  the  ARRL  for  its  back¬ 
ing. 

The  ARRL  took  no  action  to  support 
the  document  because  it  lacked  supporting 
information  (because  of  schedule  deadlines 
support  information  was  not  prepared). 
Therefore  the  NFCC  is  pulling  together  all 
the  support  information  in  preparation  for 
the  ARRL’s  next  meeting.  If  the  ARRL 
does  not  support  the  document  the  NFCC 
will  submit  by  itself  without  the  ARRL. 

Election  of  Officers:  The  floor  was 
opened  for  nominations  for  WAR  officers. 
The  following  nominations  were  made: 

Chairman:  Gary  Bargholz,  N9UUR 

Vice  Chairman:  Mike  Hamman,  KA9- 
BH,L 

Secretary:  Mark  Heimmermann, 
KF9CS 

Treasurer:  Jim  Sheetz,  K90Q0 

Technical  Director:  Scott  Thompson, 
WB0WOT 

A  motion  was  made,  seconded  and 
approved  to  close  the  nominations.  The 
members  present  approved  the  existing 
officers  for  another  year. 

-  Gary,  N9UUR,  has  contacted  the 
appointees  listed  below  and  they  have 
agreed  to  serve  for  another  year. 

Continued  on  page  11 


Now,  we  really  need  a  digital 
(PACTOR/AMTOR)  station  to  help  with 
the  task  Hale,  W9CBE  has  been  doing. 
Hale  graciously  agreed  to  continue  as 
Asst.  STM  and  accept  reports  for  me,  and 
Rick,  W9RCW,  has  generously  offered  to 
pick  up  reports  on  the  BWN.  Lee,  N9- 
BDL,  has  been  good  to  relay  reports  from 
the  WNN  and  WSSN.  I  will  continue  to 
send  out  the  report  from  Wisconsin  to 
League  Headquarters  on  the  7th  of  the 
month,  so  the  deadline  will  continue  to  be 
the  6th.  I  usually  am  active  on  the  BEN, 
WSBN,  WIN-E,  and  WIN-L.  Reports  can 
also  be  sent  via  e-mail  to  me  at 

K9LGU@arrl.net 

or  onewish@compufort.com 

Gene,  K9UTQ,  has  offered  to  resur¬ 
rect  his  column  on  traffic  handling  in  the 
near  future,  so  watch  the  BSSS  and  recom¬ 
mend  its  reading  on  the  nets. 

One  of  the  features  that  makes  our 
Wisconsin  nets  outstanding  is  the  net  disci¬ 
pline.  The  savvy  net  control  stations  know 
how  to  keep  the  tone  friendly  and  easy-go¬ 


ing,  but  to  get  the  business  of  the  net  done 
as  efficiently  as  possible.  Newcomers  are 
welcomed  and  never  made  to  feel  out  of 
place.  Experienced  traffic  handlers  show 
by  their  example  how  things  are  to  be 
done.  Listen  for  it.  The  discipline  is  there. 
It’s  a  great  attribute  of  our  Wisconsin  nets. 

While  Hale  and  I  were  off  frequency 
handling  a  message  for  Fort  one  noon,  an 
unidentified  (hence  illegal)  station  kept 
QRMing  us  with  comments  that  we  were 
wasting  space  on  the  airwaves  because  the 
message  had  a  phone  number  and  someone 
could  just  call  up  the  recipient.  The  opera¬ 
tor  (is  the  term  lid  still  in  use?)  just  didn’t 
understand  that  we  do  this  for  practice. 
We  do  this  so  we’ll  be  good  at  it  when 
there  are  no  phone  lines.  Maybe  we  have 
to  remind  ourselves  of  that  on  the  nets 
occasionally.  ’Nuff  soapbox. 

Thanks  for  all  the  help.  I  wasn’t  going 
to  start  this  until  May.  Well,  it’s  begun. 
73. 

Denny  Rybicke,  K9LGU 

Wisconsin  Section  Traffic  Manager 
April  6,  1999 
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Kim  Kunze,  N9SDL,  Secretary 
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Meeting  Minutes 
April  1999 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  N9SDI. 
Members  present  included:  N9NMH, 
N9MEA,  KB9FRB,  KB9DZG,  KB9MCZ, 
KC9NW,  KB9UCQ,  N9NQW,  N9NRC, 
KB9RXA,  KB9DED,  N9TTA,  W9WW, 
N9LIA,  WD9CPY,  N9IAB,  N9SDL, 
KB9QHR,  K9QM,  N9QQ,  N9FOL,  N9- 
NRA,  KB9RXB,  N9PHC,  KB9MCZ, 
KB9RWY,  KB9SBT. 

Minutes  as  published  in  BSSS  ap¬ 
proved  by  W9WW  and  N9TTA. 

Treasurer’s  report  approved  by 
N9NMH  and  N9TTA. 

Upcoming  events  include: 

1.  Dream  Flight  Training  at  Rib 
Mountain  School  -  April  12  and  15.  Addi¬ 
tional  information  will  be  announced  on 
net  or  contact  N9SDL. 

2.  MS  Walk  on  April  18,  9:00  a.m.  to 
3:00  p.m.  About  6  hams  needed  for  com¬ 
munications  support  -  contact  N9LIA. 

3.  Wisconsin  Amateur  Radio  Recogni¬ 
tion  Day  April  22. 

4.  Wausau  Dream  Flight  will  be  May 
3-7.  Announcements  of  hamfests  were  also 
made. 

Old  Business 

KC9NW  announced  that  ARES  train¬ 
ing  will  begin  soon,  plus  the  annual  weath¬ 
er  spotting  training  should  be  announced 
soon.  Listen  to  the  net  for  details. 

N9NMH  reported  that  we  still  need 
control  operators  for  the  3rd  Wednesday. 
Contact  Matt  if  you  can  help  out. 

Jack,  N9L1A,  made  payment  of  $35 
with  the  Samoset  Council,  BSA  for  rental 
of  Camp  Phillips  for  Field  Day,  June 
26-27,  1999. 

A  copy  of  the  repeater  policy  WVRA 
Repeater  Operating  Procedures  and  Policy 
was  presented  as  a  recommendation  of  the 
WRVA  board  to  the  members  for  consid¬ 
eration.  After  review  it  was  approved  by 


members  present  after  motion  by  N9NRA 
and  2nd  by  N9IAB. 

KB9MCZ  and  WD9CPY  (Membership 
Committee)  put  together  some  very  good 
work  on  membership  retention  and  acquisi¬ 
tion.  Thanks  for  your  hard  work.  Now  the 
really  hard  work  begins,  to  implement  and 
use  the  suggestions  presented. 

New  Business 

May  4th  in  room  F207,  7:00  at  NTC, 
a  representative  of  the  National  Weather 
Service  will  present  information  on  Weath¬ 
er  spotting.  After  discussion  and  a  motion 
from  N9IAB  and  2nd  by  N9TTA,  we  will 
hold  our  business  meeting  after  the  presen¬ 
tation. 

Nominees  for  then  new  WVRA  board 
of  directors  is  as  follows: 

Matt,  N9NMH 
Mark,  N9MEA 
Mike,  KB9DED 
Mike,  N9IAB 
Kim,  N9SDL 
Don,  W9WW 
Andy,  N9NRA 

After  a  motion  from  N9QQ  to  close 
nominations  and  2nd  by  KB9DZG,  the 
motion  was  amended  by  W9WW  and  2nd 
by  N9TTA  to  direct  the  secretary  to  cast 
unanimous  vote  for  the  nominees  pre¬ 
sented.  The  motion  and  its  amendment  was 
passed  by  members  present. 

Congratulations  to  the  new  members, 
Don  and  Andy,  and  thanks  to  the  other 
five  who  offered  to  continue  this  next 
year. 

A  special  thanks  to  Jim,  N9SDI,  and 
Jack,  N9LIA,  for  their  help  and  service 
given  to  the  club  over  the  last  few  years  of 
their  service. 

The  members  of  the  club  also  recog¬ 
nize  the  passing  SK  of  Ben  Sternberg,  Jr  .',. 
W9VHA. 

Adjournment  by 
KB9DZG  and  N9NRA 


Mancorad  Radio  Club 

Mary  Langer,  KB9GOY, 
Secretary 

P.O.  Box  204  •  Manitowoc,  Wl 
54221-0204 
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MANCORAD  MINUTES 
April  14,  1999 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at 
7:38  p.m.  by  President  Fred,  W6BSF. 
Introductions  were  made  all  around. 

The  minutes  of  the  March  meeting 
were  approved  as  printed  in  “Badger  State 
Smoke  Signals”  with  a  motion  by  Dick, 
N9QFY  and  a  second  by  Ken,  K9HAG. 

The  treasurer’s  report  was  read  by 
Roger,  W9NPX,  and  was  approved  with  a 
motion  made  by  Lyle,  WB9VTM,  and  a 
second  by  Ken,  K9HAG. 

OLD  BUSINESS 

Fred,  W6BSF,  read  two  thank-yous 
from  members  of  our  club  who  had  new 
babies.  Jim,  KB9GOX,  and  Julie,  N9PZX, 
had  a  boy  in  February  and  Tom,  KB9- 
GRC,  and  his  wife  Peggy  had  a  boy  .  The 
club  sent  gift  certificates.  Congratulations 
to  the  new  parents. 

The  AR7  vertical  antenna  is  all  fixed 
and  tuned  and  ready  for  use  for  the  sub 
event  coming  on  April  24  and  25.  Thank 
you  Fred,  W6BSF,  for  your  time  to  do 
this. 

A  few  members  of  the  club  gathered  in 
the  club  room  one  Saturday  morning  to 


begin  the  clean-  up  process  and  they  did 
very  well  at  organizing  things.  After  the 
meeting,  any  member  who  was  interested 
went  to  the  club  room  to  see  if  there  was 
anything  of  interest  to  them.  Some  of  the 
items  left  over  will  be  put  on  the  club 
table  at  the  hamfest  on  May  8. 

A  report  on  the  hamfest  shows  things 
are  coming  together  very  well.  If  you 
haven’t  signed  up  to  help  out  please  con¬ 
tact  Fred,  W6BSF,  to  get  your  name  on 
the  help  sheet.  Advance  ticket  price  is 
$3.00  and  $4.00  at  the  door,  and  you  can 
get  those  from  Roger,  W9NPX.  There  will 
be  a  pre-hamfest  meeting  on  Wednesday, 
May  5  at  city  hall  in  the  club  room.  Please 
try  to  attend  if  you  are  helping  out. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  the  banquet 
at  the  Fawn  on  May  8  after  the  hamfest 
please  contact  Fred,  W6BSF.  He  will  be 
reserving  some  tables  so  please  let  him 
know  if  you  are  interested. 

Janice,  N9IQZ,  made  up  a  certificate 
for  the  sub  event  and  she  did  an  excellent 
job.  It  is  coming  up  very  fast  on  April  24 
and  25,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  If  you  are 
interested  in  operating  contact  Fred,  W6- 
BSF,  to  get  your  name  on  the  schedule  so 
everyone  isn’t  there  at  the  same  time. 

Please  turn  to  page  12 
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MEETING  MINUTES 
March  9,  1999 

The  March  9,  1999  regular  member¬ 
ship  meeting  of  the  Racine  Megacycle 
Club  Inc.  was  opened  at  7:34  p.m.  by 
President  Rees,  K9UUT.  Vice  president 
Bob,  W9EH,  Secretary  Dennis  W9DAD, 
and  Treasurer  Greg,  KB9RMA,  were 
present. 

Secretary  W9DAD  read  the  minutes  of 
the  February  8,  1998  regular  membership 
meeting.  W9EH  made  a  motion  to  accept 
the  minutes  as  read,  KB9HAM  seconded,, 
and  the  members  approved. 

Treasurer  KB9RMA  read  the  trea¬ 
surer’s  report.  W9EH  made  a  motion  to 
accept  the  report  as  read,  KA90IL  sec¬ 
onded,  and  the  members  approved. 

WB9USI  asked  Dan  KA90IL  to  report 
on  the  last  hidden  transmitter  hunt.  KA9- 
OIL,  KF9ZT,  and  WB9USI  all  reported 
the  adventures  and  misfortune  of  K9RI’s 
team  on  the  last  fox  hunt. 

For  old  business,  N9ZWE  resigned  as 
club  historian.  The  historic  material  in  her 
possession  was  put  into  storage. 

President  K9UUT  again  summarized 
the  letter  from  the  Red  Cross  about  our 
use  of  the  building.  K9UUT  announced 
that  starting  July  12,  1999  our  meetings 
would  be  held  at  the  Gateway  Technical 
College  conference  center.  The  GTC 
facilities  are  not  available  during  June  and 
August.  It  was  suggested  that  the  June 
meeting  be  at  Field  Day  and  that  the  Au¬ 
gust  meeting  be  a  picnic. 

WB9USI  made  a  motion  that  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  RMC  send  a  thank  you  letter  to 
the  American  Red  Gross  thanking  them  for 
the  use  of  their  facilities  over  the  past  25 
plus  years.  KA90IL  seconded  and  the 
membership  voted  in  favor. 

W9DAD  reported  that  the  RMC  is  not 


and  has  not  been  an  ARRL  Special  Service 
Club  for  several  years.  Our  status  as  an 
affiliated  ARRL  club  is  also  in  question. 
W9DAD  reported  on  the  steps  taken  to 
regain  our  SSC  certification. 

Under  new  business,  auction  chairman 
KF9ZT  went  over  the  October  1,  1999 
Ham  Radio  and  Computer  auction  flier  and 
rules. 

K9UUT  announced  the  board’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  operator  only  two  transmitters  for 
the  June  26  -  27,  1999  Field  Day.  The 
emphasis  will  be  on  simplified  operation 
and  attempt  to  approach  Field  Day  the  way 
it  was  done  in  past  years. 

K9UUT  announced  that  Jonathan, 
KB9PUF,  the  RMC  activities  director,  has 
resigned  and  that  a  special  election  will  be 
held.  N9WHR  nominated  Kevin,  KB9LLV 
for  the  position.  W9EH  made  a  motion  to 
close  the  nominations.  N9WHR  seconded 
and  the  membership  approved.  WB9USI 
made  a  motion  that  a  unanimous  ballot  be 
cast.  N9WHR  seconded  and  the  member¬ 
ship  approved. 

John,  KA9RZL,  announced  a  tornado 
drill  will  occur  April  22,  1999  from  1:15 
p.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 

KA9RZL  announced  a  tornado  spotting 
class  will  be  held  on  April  15,  1999  at 
room  109  of  the  Racine  Center  at  Gateway 
Technical  College.  Classes  will  be  offered 
from  1:30  to  3:00  p.m.  and  from  6:00  to 
8:00  p.m. 

WB9USI  suggested  that  1999  be  the 
RMC  "Year  of  Preparedness."  WB9USI 
offered  to  present  a  Y2K  update  at  the 
next  meeting. 

N9WHR  made  a  motion  that  the  meet¬ 
ing  be  adjourned  at  8:50  p.m.  KA90IL 
seconded  and  the  membership  voted  in 
favor.  .  ,  ‘ 

Submitted  by: 

Dennis,  W9DAD,  Secretary 


Sheboygan 

^ounty  Amateur  Radio  Club 

Steve  Eisold,  AA9SJ,  Secretary 
UR  RP^  2220  N.  20th  Street  •  Sheboygan  Wl  53083 
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April  1999 

The  April  meeting  of  the  Sheboygan 
County  Amateur  Radio  Club  was  called  to 
order  by  Vice-president,  Larry,  WB9FXQ, 
at  7  p.m.  local  time. 

There  where  12  members  present  at 
the  meeting.  The  SC  ARC  meets  every 
second  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Red 
Cross  building,  2032  Erie  Ave.  Sheboy¬ 
gan.  With  construction  almost  completed, 
we  will  now  meet  upstairs  in  one  of  the 
newly  built  conference  rooms. 

Steve,  N9TRK,  gave  a  treasurer’s 
report,  with  no  expenses  this  month,  the 
balance  is  $906.02. 

The  Activity  Award  for  the  April  was 
given  to  Bob,  KG90M.  Bob  just  bought  a 
new  rig  and  put  it  to  the  test.  With  the 
bands  becoming  more  active  remember 


just  log  the  contacts  and  bring  your  log  to 
the  next  meeting.  Any  band,  any  mode, 
counts  as  a  contact,  repeater  contacts  do 
not  count. 

Art,  K9XJ,  gave  a  short  DX  report 
commenting  that  the  packet  cluster  is  full 
of  DX  spots  and  solar  index  is  rising. 

Ham  of  the  Year  Award  was  also 
presented  at  the  meeting.  Art,  K9XJ, 
winner  of  the  1998  award,  and  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  four  club  members  went  through  the 
nominations  finding  a  member  who  most 
closely  filled  the  requirements.  Mike  Mus- 
iel,  K9SJ,  is  the  recipient  of  this  years 
award. 

Art  commented  that  Mike’s  help  at  VE 
sessions,  Field  Day  operations,  practical 
demonstrations  at  club  meetings  were  just 
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The  next  meeting  will  be  June  12, 
1999  in  Tomahawk. 

Gary,  N9UUR,  made  a  motion  to 
adjourn  die  meeting.  It  was  seconded  by 
Nels,  WA9JOB,  and  approved  by  the 
members  present. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  2:27. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

Mark  Heimmermann  (KF9CS) 
Secretary, 

Wisconsin  Association  of  Repeaters 


ManCoRad  Radio 
Club 


After  the  meeting  Tom,  KB9GRC, 

showed  the  club  an  emergency  HT  12V 
power  pack  he  designed.  Thanks,  Tom, 
for  sharing  that  with  us. 


Continued  from  page  1 1 
NEW  BUSINESS 


Submitted  for  approval 
Mary  Longer,  KB9GOY 
Secretary 


April  19-23  has  been  proclaimed  Tor¬ 
nado  Awareness  Week  and  there  will  be  a 
statewide  drill  on  April  22. 

We  had  a  guest  from  Green  Bay  Mike 
and  Key  Club,  Keith,  KS9WI,  join  us  for 
our  meeting.  He  brought  down  some  liter¬ 
ature  from  the  Packerland  Amateur  Sky- 
wam  Society.  Thanks,  Keith  and  we  were 
glad  to  have  you  at  our  meeting.  The  7th 
annual  Leukemia  Society  Bike  Tour  will 
be  coming  through  our  area  again  on  July 
24  and  25.  Contact  Steve,  N9PBL,  if  you 
are  able  to  help  out  on  either  or  both  of 
those  dates. 

Again,  we  have  an  open  invitation 
from  Sheboygan  to  join  them  for  Field 
Day  on  June  26  and  27.  Let  Fred,  W6- 
BSF,  know  if  you  are  interested  and  he 
will  give  you  details. 

John  Glaeser,  WB9ESM,  is  in  the  VA 
hospital  in  Milwaukee.  If  anyone  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  sending  him  a  get  well  card  his 
address  is:  Clement  J.  Zablocki  VA  Medi¬ 
cal  Center,  5000  West  National  Ave., 
Milwaukee,  WI.  53295,  Rm.  1009-3.  Ph. 
414-384-2000.  I’m  sure  he  would  appreci¬ 
ate  getting  a  little  cheer  and  good  wishes. 

The  monthly  membership  drawing  was 
held  and  WB3AVX,  John  Sell,  had  his 
name  drawn.  He  was  not  present  so  the 
next  drawing  is  $8.00. 

Meeting  was  adjourned  at  8:23  p.m. 
with  a  motion  by  John,  NZ9Z,  and  a 
second  by  Theresa,  KB9KXE. 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

April  24  and  25  -  Sub  weekend  on  the 
USS  Cobia 

May  5  -  Pre-hamfest  meeting  at  the  club 
room  -  7:30  p.m. 


May  8  -  Hamfest 

July  24  and  25  -  Luekemia  Bike  Tour 

October  5  -  Kewaunee  Nuclear  Plant  drill 

October  9  -  Fall  family  picnic  at  Lincoln 
Park 

January  7,  2000  -  Christmas  Party  at 
Cedar  Ridge 


MEETING  ATTENDANCE 


W6BSF  -  Fred 
K9DUX  -  Bill 
WB9VTM  -  Lyle 
KB9GOY  -  Mary 
AA9WI  -  Paul 
WB9VYO  -  Vic 
KB9GRC  -  Tom 
NZ9Z  -  John 
WS9X  -  Ron 
N4WGK  -  Denise 
KB9KXE  -  Theresa 
KS9WI  -  Keith 


N9VIA  -  Oran 
W9NPX-  Roger 
N9FVZ  -  Dan 
KB9NTL  -  Don 
N9QFY  -  Dick 
KB9KXF  -  Gene 
N9XEZ  -  Bill 
K9HAG  -  Ken 
N9UGI  -  Dave 
N9IQZ  -  Janice 
AA9MT  -  Glenn 
N9GHE  -  Red 
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WB9QFW  2  Meter  Repeater  146.07-.67  and  Club  Station 


2229  Dixon  Street  •  Stevens  Point,  WI  54481 


Meeting  Minutes  •  April  14,  1999 

President  A1  Mallek,  K9WVM,  called 
the  meeting  to  order  at  7:31  p.m.  A  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  by  Art  Wysocki,  N9BCA, 
and  seconded  by  Bob  Baird,  W9NN,  to 
accept  the  minutes  from  last  month’s 
meeting  as  printed  in  the  Badger  State 
Smoke  Signals.  The  motion  passed.  Joe 
Omemik,  N9CGV,  read  the  treasurer’s 
Report.  A  motion  was  made  by  Art,  N9- 
BCA,  and  seconded  by  Ron  Howe,  NJ9H, 
to  approve  the  report  as  read.  The  motion 
passed. 

Bob,  W9NN,  reported  that  we  need  to 
register  the  146.985  repeater  with  W.A.R. 
Forms  need  to  be  filled  out  and  the  only 
time  that  they  would  ever  need  to  be  re¬ 
done  again  is  if  we  moved  the  repeater  to 
a  new  location.  We  will  need  to  do  the 
same  for  the  146.670  repeater.  Ron  re¬ 
ported  on  several  prices  of  new  batteries  to 
be  used  as  backup  power  on  the  .985 
machine.  After  some  discussion,  a  battery 
was  selected  and  Ron  will  purchase  it  for 
the  .985  Repeater.  Ron  said  there  is  a  new 
UHF  repeater  in  town.  It  is  444.875  +  5. 

Mary  Eiden,  KG90K,  reported  that  she 
has  been  getting  e-mail  from  members 
asking  for  autopatch  codes.  She  said  she 
had  forwarded  the  list  of  paid  members  to 
Mike  Pagel,  K9UW,  and  that  she  will  send 
this  same  list  to  Ron,  NJ9H,  so  that  he  can 
send  copies  of  the  autopatch  codes  to  paid 
members. 

FCC  testing  will  be  on  Saturday,  June 
5,  at  9  a.m.  in  Room  A- 107  in  the  UWSP 
Science  Building.  Doors  will  be  open  at  8 
a.m.  for  setup. 

Joe,  N9CGV,  reported  that  he  received 
a  renewal  notice  from  Worldradio  for  the 
Advertisement  of  our  monthly  meetings. 
After  some  discussion,  Art,  N9BCA, 
moved  that  we  not  renew  the  ad.  Mike 
Peters,  W9CO,  seconded.  The  motion 
passed.  The  raffle  license  was  received  in 
the  mail  and  A1  Mallek,  N9WBS,  will 
have  2000  tickets  printed  in  May.  There 
will  cash  prizes  this  year  and  the  drawing 
will  be  September  8,  1999,  which  is  our 
regular  monthly  meeting. 


The  newsletter  that  Kathy  Mallon  was 
doing  for  the  club  will  be  discontinued  due 
to  lack  of  information  that  was  given  to 
Kathy. 

Mike,  W9CO,  sent  out  letters  to  several 
vendors  asking  them  for  some  open  dates 
they  may  have  open  next  year  where  they 
could  attend  a  swapfest.  He  will  report 
back  to  the  group  as  he  receives  the  infor¬ 
mation. 

Art,  N9BCA,  and  Mike,  W9CO  are 
co-chairmen  for  Field  Day.  It  will  be  held 
out  at  Art’s  again  this  year  and  will  follow 
along  the  lines  as  last  year. 

National  Tornado  Week  is  the  week  of 
April  19,  1999.  Thursday,  April  22,  1999 
has  been  declared  State  Amateur  Radio 
Day.  Art,  N9BCA,  will  be  available  to 
help  run  the  mock  net  that  will  take  place 
during  a  tornado  drill  from  1  to  2  p.m. 
Additional  people  will  be  needed  to  help 
for  this  net. 

Bob,  W9NN,  said  that  we  could  hold 
our  annual  August  picnic  at  his  house 
again  this  year.  There  is  no  regular  month¬ 
ly  meeting  in  August  so  a  picnic  is  held  in 
place  of  the  meeting. 

Bob  Baird,  W9NN,  moved  to  adjourn, 
Art  Wysocki,  N9BCA,  seconded,  the 
motion  passed  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
at  8:27  p.m. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  May  12,  1999 
in  Room  A- 107  at  the  UWSP  Science 
Building. 

Respectfully  Submitted,  Mary  Eiden, 
KG90K,  CWRA  Secretary 


ATTENDANCE 
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some  of  the  reasons  for  being  chosen. 

A  second  award  was  also  given  at  the 
meeting,  the  lesser-known  "Luckiest  Ham 
of  the  Year"  was  given  to  Jack,  WB9- 
GTX.  Earlier  in  the  month.  Jack  went  to 
AES  in  Milwaukee  and  returned  home 
winner  of  the  HT  door  prize.  Second  radio 
in  5  years.  Congratulations  to  both  Mike 
and  Jack. 

Next  VE  session  will  be  May  15th. 
Code  exams  will  now  be  given  from  audio 
CDs  rather  then  cassette  tapes  for  better 
sound  quality. 

Sunday,  April  18,  the  MS  walk  will  be 
held  in  Sheboygan.  Larry,  WB9FXQ; 
Bob,  KG90M;  Steve,  N9TRK;  Sky,  N9- 
XRU;  Charlie,  N9SW;  Ricky,  KB9TNV ; 
and  Steve,  AA9SJ,  will  be  providing  com¬ 
munications  throughout  the  7  mile  walk- 
fund  raiser. 

Construction  is  finally  completed  on 
the  National  Weather  Service  transmitter. 
Now  transmitting  on  a  frequency  of 
162.525  MHz,  it  will  be  updating  local 


weather  24  hours  a  day  and  coverage 
should  be  the  entire  Sheboygan  county 
area.  The  building  plans  for  our  area  in 
the  basement  have  been  approved,  a  date 
later  this  summer  for  construction  will  be 
announced. 

Bob,  KG90M,  coordinator  for  club 
Field  Day  activities  this  year,  reported  that 
equipment  and  people  are  coming  together. 
Several  operators  from  Manitowoc  will 
also  be  joining  us  this  year. 

Program  for  the  evening  was  a  video 
from  the  ARRL,  "Field  Day  Fever" . 

It’s  never  too  early  to  start  planning. 
The  May  meeting  will  deal  almost  com¬ 
pletely  with  Field  Day  organization.  If  you 
plan  on  making  it  to  Field  Day  don’t  miss 
this  meeting. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  not  on  the 
web  and  have  correspondence  for  the  club 
our  address  is:  P.O.  Box  1282,  Sheboygan 
WI  53082-1282. 

Net  Schedule 

8  p.m.  Monday  nights,  SCARC  Fun  Net, 
147.06  PL  107.2,  +. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

Steve  Eisold,  AA9SJ 


Quarter  Century  Wireless  Association 
Southeastern  Wisconsin  Chapter  162 

Larry  McCalvy,  WA9JH0 
5400  Six  Nile  Road 
Racine,  WI  53402 


Our  Anniversary  brunch  provided  our 
members  and  guests  an  opportunity  of 
socialization  and  rich  conversation  as  they 
sampled  the  bountiful  array  of  culinary 
delights  the  buffet  tables  offered.  Our 
president,  Spencer  Clope,  W9LHD,  was 
unable  to  attend;  the  illness  bug  restricted 
him  to  his  QTH.  VP  Bill  Komistra,  W9- 
OVZ,  handled  the  administrative  business, 
and  Larry  McCalvy  presented  a  slide  show 
on  his  recent  Panama  Canal  Cruise.  Spe¬ 
cial  thanks  to  Lori  Buska  (Don,  N900’s 
daughter)  for  her  fine  assistance  with  the 
slide  projector.  The  history  files  had  been 
updated  and  were  on  display  and  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  extra  pictures  from  the  last  five 
years  of  social  events  were  given  to  the 
members  for  their  personal  photo  albums. 

Our  next  business  meeting  will  be  held 
at  PJ’s  Bar  and  Grill,  4659  75th  Avenue  in 
Kenosha  on  Monday,  May  17th  at  7:30 
p.m.  The  diners  may  want  to  gather  at  7 
p.m.  to  enjoy  a  meal  or  beverage  before 
the  hectic  business  of  the  evening  gets 
underway. 

Seven  chapter  members,  A1  Algiers, 
W9HR,  Spencer  Clope,  W9LDH,  Fern 
Fisher,  W9LCJ,  Bob  Jensen,  W0WLN, 
Bill  Komistra,  W90VZ,  Ed  Konicek, 
W9NVK,  and  Larry  McCalvy,  WA9JMO 
will  join  Kathy  Madson,  N9ZWN,  Bill 
Firchow,  NW9P,  Lloyd  Gorsiske,  WB9- 
RGO,  Mike  Melnik,  N9PMO,  and  Rick 
Panyk,  KG9ER,  as  communicators  in  the 
annual  Lutheran  High  School  walk  on  May 
7th.  The  school  officials  are  very  apprecia¬ 
tive  of  our  service  and  the  gang  has  a  good 


time  in  this  community  event.  We  also  get 
a  nice  "T"  shirt. 

Our  chapter  has  been  asked  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  Racine’s  third  Intergenerational 
Fair.  The  Fair  sponsored  by  our  County’s 
Retired  Senior  Volunteer  Program  is  trying 
to  preserve  our  country’s  cultural  and 
ethnic  heritage  by  joining  together  the 
older  generation  witnflTe 
tary  school  children)  to 
relive  old  arts,  crafts, 
talents.  The  day-long  event  has  the  older 
adult  volunteers  place  examples  of  their 
craft,  skill,  hobby  or  art  on  tables.  Stu¬ 
dents  come  to  watch  demonstrations,  ask 
questions  and  leant  by  actually  trying 
many  hands-on  activities.  Amateur  Radio, 
now  part  of  the  24  different  crafts  and 
hobbies  offered  in  seven  local  schools  will 
share  ARRL’s  Archie 's  Ham  Radio  Adven¬ 
ture  comic  book,  allow  the  young  folks  the 
opportunity  to  talk  on  a  two-meter  re¬ 
peater,  and  tap  away  on  a  table  full  of 
code  oscillators.  We  will  also  have  a  world 
map  surrounded  with  QSL  Cards  and  color 
yam  attached  to  the  card  from  its  point  of 
origin.  I  would  like  to  thank  Tami  Gard¬ 
ner,  KB9SXI,  for  all  her  help  on  the  mini 
fair  at  St  Lucy’s  school  on  April  14th.  We 
learned  what  worked  and  what  didn’t. 
Armed  with  this  knowledge,  our  future 
encounters  with  the  younger  generation 
should  be  more  productive  and  we  may  be 
able  to  glean  a  few  future  hams  to  help 
keep  the  Amateur  Radio  ranks  active. 

73,  Larry  McCalvy,  WA9JMO 


Taylor  County  Area  Amateur  Radio  Club 

Mike  Qchoenfuss,  N9GHZ,  President 
P.  O.  Box  401 
Abbotsford,  WI  54405 


MEETING  ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  next  regular  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  May  6th  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
Emergency  Government  meeting  room 
located  in  the  basement  of  the  sheriffs 
annex  to  the  Taylor  County  Courthouse, 
comer  of  2nd  and  Ogden  Sts.,  Medford, 
WI.  Talk-in  on  the  147.15  Medford  re¬ 
peater  (+600  kHz)  or  146.52  MHz  sim¬ 
plex. 

CLUB  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

✓  Please  note  that  we  are  still  without 
a  club  secretary  for  1999.  Anyone  wishing 
to  volunteer  to  fill  this  position  should 
contact  a  current  club  officer. 


✓  For  several  months  now,  someone 
has  been  linking  the  147.15  Medford  and 
146.64  Wausau  repeaters.  This  is  occur¬ 
ring  randomly,  on  many  different  dates 
and  at  different  times.  Hams  conversing  on 
the  .64  machine  apparently  do  not  realize 
that  there  is  an  active  link  between  the  two 
machines,  and  it  appears  that  the  link  is 
being  established  by  a  third,  unknown 
party.  In  addition,  on  many  occasions,  it 
became  apparent  that  both  hams  involved 
in  the  QSO  are  nowhere  near  the  Medford 
area,  therefore,  there  would  be  no  real 
need  to  have  the  two  repeaters  linked. 

A  check  with  the  .64  repeater’s 
sponsors  revealed  that  they  have  nothing  in 
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Greetings,  RCRA  sponsors  and  guests.  N9PPE,  Jeff  Cole,  has  a  TS-830S  for 

Welcome  to  new  licensed  amateurs  sale  at  $450  and  a  Yaesu  FT-736R  with 
KB9U1K,  Yavonne  Garnett,  and  KB9ULF,  tone  board  installed  for  $1100.00.  (715) 
John  Wagner.  Yavonne  took  her  exam  at  568-1011. 

Eau  Claire  and  John  tested  at  Menomonie.  Sorry  to  hear  that  K9EN,  Ken  Eb- 
NX9F,  Jim  Ley,  reports  that  about  neter,  will  undergo  shoulder  surgery, 
twelve  exams  were  given  at  the  Men-  Speedy  recovery,  Ken,  as  BSSS  needs  you 
omonie  VEC.  There  were  about  nine  who  as  well. 

went  away  with  something.  KB9LUK,  James  Kinney,  is  looking 

K9IAG,  Ken  Drake  at  Menomonie,  is  for  the  PK-88  program.  (715)  283-4373. 
looking  for  a  small  pouch  to  put  a  cell  K9KGB,  Bill  Duncan,  expects  to  cap- 
phone  in  for  the  car.  Ideas,  call  (715)  235-  ture  the  Eau  Claire  Cavaliers  in  action  on 
3104.  his  new  videocam.  "Play  Ball!!!!" 

Our  club  spring  thrift  sale  of  house-  KB9SGY,  David  Garnett,  attended  the 
hold  items  will  be  held  May  8  at  the  resi-  expanded  Skywam  training  in  Eau  Claire, 
dence  of  KB9NIR,  Scott  Kilde,  at  Cedar  Beside  studying  Morse  code  on  Thursday 
Falls.  If  you  have  items  to  donate  and  nights  on  the  repeater,  Dave  checks  in 
cannot  bring  them  to  the  day  of  the  sale,  with  the  Tri-County  145.47  MHz  net  at  8 
contact  KA90MC,  Steve  Hart,  at  (715)  p.m. 

665-2374  to  arrange  for  pickup.  Items  not  KB9TAC,  Andy  Wagner,  at  Eau 
reclaimed  at  the  end  of  the  day  will  be-  Claire,  recently  attended  both  the  Eau 
come  property  of  RCRA.  Scott’s  address  Claire  Skywam  and  Menomonie  training 
is  E5501  County  Road  BB.  Thank  you  for  sessions. 

your  donations.  N9RSU,  Leroy  Dick  at  Eau  Claire, 

NQ9X,  Ed  Van  Sickle  (RCRA  Direc-  reports  daughter  Andrea  is  studying  for 
tor),  reports  that  the  146.94  MHz  repeater  her  Technician  class, 
at  Hixton  Hill  will  have  nets  on  Wednes-  The  RCRA  is  in  need  of  net  controls 
day  nights  at  6:30  p.m.,  with  net  control  for  the  Monday  night  net  for  everyday 
Burch,  KB9RBN.  Ed  also  has  two  color  crisis  situations  like  Skywam.  If  you  think 
printers  for  sale.  (715)  694-2101.  you  may  have  interest  in  net  controlling, 

N9LRV,  Gerald  Leff,  reports  daughter  just  show  up  a  little  early  before  the  Mon- 
Amy  has  a  new  baby  girl.  day  net  and  get  briefed  on  the  details. 

N0PDD,  Bob  Stark,  attended  both  Join  the  gang  for  Saturday  coffee  at 
Rochester  and  Blaine  hamfests.  Bob  re-  Hardee’s  in  North  Menomonie  at  9  a.m. 
cently  had  problems  with  deer  bothering 

his  rotor  cable  and  plans  on  burying  it  Steve  Hart,  KA90MC 

with  the  nice  weather.  RCRA  Secretary  /Treasurer 

This  certifies  that.... 


•Wisconsin's  new  ARRL  Section  Traffic  Manager  is  a  long-time  traffic  handler  and  a 
former  mayor  (New  Holstein),  Denny  Rybicke,  K9LGU,  at  left.  He  is  being  certificat-ed 
by  outgoing  Section  Manager  Roy  Pedersen,  K9FHI. 


New  official  takes  place  in  the 
Wisconsin  Amateur  Radio  scene: 

Stan’s  the  Man 

A1  Wohlford  of  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Emergency  Management  in  Madison 
has  announced  the  appointment  of  Stan  Kaplan,  WB9RQR,  as  state  Radio  Emergency 
Civil  Emergency  Service  (RACES)  officer.  Stan  took  office  on  May  1,  1999.  He  takes 
the  place  of  Bill  Kimble,  WA90AY,  of  Watertown.  Thanks  are  extended  to  Bill  for  his 
dedicated  service. 

Info  from  Mack  Brophy,  N9NTB 


Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  thank  all  the  volunteer  writers  and  photographers  who 
contribute  their  work  to  BSSS.  They,  like  the  staff,  are  paid  the  same.  If  our  pay  doubled, 
it  wouldn't  change.  They  appreciate  your  thanks  and  encouragement.  Thank  YOU! 


rPecJersens  gei  the  gold 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  A. 
Pedersen,  510  Park  St.,  Ju¬ 
neau,  will  celebrate  their  50th 
Wedding  Anniversary  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  6  at  the  Juneau 
Community  Center. 

The  couple  were  married 
June  9,  1949  at  the  Randolph 
Methodist  Church  by  the  Rev. 
Noah  Bess,  Pastor. 

Roy  was  bom  at  Arkdale, 
son  of  Hand  and  Hilda  Peder¬ 
sen.  Beryl  was  bom  at  Ran¬ 
dolph,  daughter  of  Gerald  and 
Ruth  Stone. 

They  have  made  their 
home  at  Juneau.  Roy  has  re¬ 
tired  from  Universal  Foods, 
Inc.,  but  has  been  employed 
at  the  same  plant  with  seven 
different  employers  as  an 
electrician.  Beryl  has  worked 
the  Lutheran  Hospital  and  in 
the  offices  of  Dr.  W.H.  Cos¬ 
tello  and  Dr.  C.L.  Qualls  at 
Beaver  Dam,  and  at  the 
Dodge  County  Register  of 
Deeds  at  Juneau. 

They  are  the  parents  of 
two  sons,  Gary  and  Michael. 
Gary  works  at  Allen  Bradley 
as  a  lab  technician  in  Milwau¬ 
kee,  and  Michael  is  a  CAD 
specialist  at  Maysteel  in  May- 
ville. 

The  family  are  Amateur 
Radio  operators,  Roy  being 
Section  Manager  of  ARRL’s 
Wisconsin  Section  for  many 
years.  They  are  members  of 
the  Juneau  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Friends  and  relatives  are 
invited  to  help  them  observe 
this  occasion  at  the  Juneau 
Community  Center  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  6  from  2  to  5  p.m. 
No  invitations  are  being  send. 
No  gifts,  please. 

□ 


1949 


1999 


■  *  i ■ 
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place  to  enable  such  a  link  from  the  re¬ 
peater,  so  it  is  being  accomplished  from  a 
site  other  than  the  repeater  location.  The 
officers  and  membership  of  the  Taylor 
County  Area  Amateur  Radio  Club  feel  that 
these  actions  are  inappropriate  and  should 
cease.  We  are  requesting  the  assistance  of 
the  area  Amateur  Radio  community,  par¬ 
ticularly  hams  in  the  Wausau  area,  in 
helping  us  track  down  the  individual(s) 
responsible  for  this  unnecessary  and  an¬ 
noying  linking. 


CLARK/TAYLOR 
COUNTY  AMATEUR 
RADIO  EMERGENCY 
SERVICE  (ARES)  NEWS 

Mike  Schoenfuss,  N9GHZ 
ARES  Emergency  Coordinator 

Don’t  forget  to  try  to  check  into  the 
weekly  ARES  net  held  Wednesdays  at 
8:30  p.m.  on  the  Medford  repeater 
(147.75/147. 15).  If  the  repeater  is  down  or 
not  functioning  properly,  alternate  frequen¬ 
cies,  in  order,  are  147.15  MHz  simplex 
and  146.52  MHz  simplex.  You’re  also 
encouraged  to  volunteer  for  net  control 
duty  for  the  net. 


IMPORTANT  UPCOMING  DATES 

Please  mark  your  calendars  for  these 
dates  and  try  to  participate  if  you  possibly 
can: 

✓  5/20/99  -  Open  house  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Weather  Service  office  in  La 
Crosse,  2  p.m.  to  7  p.m.  The  office  is 
located  at  N2788  County  Road  FA,  at  the 
top  of  Granddad  Bluff.  □ 


BSSS 

Club/Group  Rate 
Subscription 
Plans 

Badger  State  Smoke  Signals  offers 
discounted  subscription  rates  to  clubs 
and  groups,  based  on  the  number  of 
subscribers.  The  cost  can  be  several 
dollars  less  per  year  per  subscriber 
than  the  regular  individual  rate  if  as 
few  as  just  ten  members  of  a  club  or 
group  subscribe.  To  learn  more,  write 
or  mail/email  Ken  Ebneter,  K9EN, 
822  Wauona  Trail,  Portage,  WI 
53901,  kebneter@palacenet.net  or  Jim 
R.omelfanger,  K9ZZ,  412V2  Ash 
Street,  Baraboo,  WI  53913-2501, 
smokesigs@baraboo .  com. 


THE  WISCONSIN  PACKETEEN 

Wisconsin  Amateur  Packet  Radio  Association 
Allen  Schnepf,  N0GMJ,  Treasurer 
Ogema,  Wl  54459 


Andy  Nemec,  KB9ALN,  Editor  •  453  Cottage  Grove  Avenue  •  Green  Bay,  WI  54304  •  e-mail:  kb9aln@juno.com 


WAPR  News  -  May,  1999 

Hello  everyone,  and  welcome  to  May. 

In  the  news  this  month  is  the  proposed  node  for  the 
Milwaukee  area.  As  you  may  recall  from  last  month,  I 
had  announced  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  new 
network  node  making  it’s  home  in  Milwaukee.  I  solicited 
comments  about  this,  and  received  exactly  two  re¬ 
sponses.  I  was  happy  to  get  the  responses,  but  hoped  for 
more. 

One  was  from  Dick  Adduci  (whose  call  escapes  me 
at  the  moment)  in  Milwaukee.  He  has  been  away  from 
packet  for  a  year  or  so,  and  was  quite  surprised  to  see 
the  drastic  change  in  the  Milwaukee  packet  "radioscape" 
since  he  last  was  on.  He  is  looking  forward  to  this 
possibility  very  much,  and  hopes  that  the  node  will 
become  a  reality. 

The  other  response  was  from  Jeff,  N9NQW,  near 
Wausau.  He  has  friends  in  the  Milwaukee  area  and  can 
ocasionally  make  a  shaky  connection  to  the  town  of  the 
Brewers  via  KA-Nodes  on  145.030.  He  would  very 
much  like  to  see  a  node  in  Milwaukee  that  he  can  access 
via  the  network.  He  is,  of  course,  all  for  the  idea. 

However,  two  responses,  no  matter  how  enthusiastic, 
are  not  going  to  make  this  happen.  So,  if  the  good  people 
of  Milwaukee  do  indeed  want  to  see  this  happen,  I  urge 
you  to  let  me  know,  so  I  can  relay  your  responses  to  the 
people  involved,  and  perhaps,  see  this  to  fruition. 

Last  month,  I  mentioned  a  coming  Spring  WAPR 
meeting.  We  had  hoped  to  get  this  all  arranged  in  time 
ior  the  Madison  Swapfest,  but  this  did  not  come  to  pass. 
We  are  in  the  process  of  changing  treasurers,  and  the 
delay  has  prevented  us  from  getting  all  of  the  records 
together  for  presentation  to  the  membership.  When  we 
do  get  this  all  squared  away,  we  will  put  an  announce¬ 
ment  on  the  BBS  network  to  let  everyone  know  when, 
where,  and  any  other  pertinent  details.  Do  stay  tuned. 

And  that  is  all  for  this  month.  Until  next  time,  73 
from  Andy.  □ 


Sending  Binary  Files  via  Packet  Radio 

By  Andy  Nemec,  KB9ALN 

Most  packet  radio  activity  is  based  on  messaging  and 
conversation  -  text  modes.  There  are  a  lot  of  operators 
out  there  who  mistakenly  believe  that  you  can’t  send 
binary  files  via  packet  radio,  or  think  it  is  not  worth  the 
trouble  to  do  so.  While  some  file  transfer  methods 
involve  using  arcane  TNC  commands,  there  are  pro¬ 


grams  that  can  perform  this  task,  and  some  are  better 
than  others.  That’s  what  we  will  discuss  this  time  out  - 
a  simple,  practical  way  to  send  binary  files  without  a  lot 
of  trouble.  A  bonus  is  that  a  lot  of  stations  (most  notable 
TCP/IP  BBSs  and  other  hosts)  have  the  capability  to  send 
and  receive  binary  files  with  one  of  the  programs  that  we 
will  discuss  in-depth. 

What’s  a  Binary  File? 

That’s  a  good  place  to  start.  A  Binary  file  is  any  file 
that  is  not  based  in  text.  That  includes  executable  pro¬ 
grams,  bitmap  and  GIF  files,  Data  files,  and  anything 
that  can’t  be  sent  as  a  text  file. 

Why  Would  You  Want  To  Do  This? 

Ever  make  up  a  bitmap  file  of  your  QSL  Card?  Have 
you  ever  run  across  a  neat  little  utility  that  you  wanted  to 
share  with  a  packet  friend,  and  it  was  impractical  to  run 
it  over  to  him  or  her?  Sending  it  via  packet  is  often  the 
most  convenient  way  to  do  it.  Especially  if  E-Mail  is 
unavailable  to  one  of  the  people  involved  in  the  program 
exchange. 

How  Does  It  Work? 

There  are,  as  I  said  earlier,  two  ways  to  do  this.  One 
involves  a  few  TNC  commands  that  are  inconvenient  to 
use.  The  other  method  is  to  use  a  program  to  do  the 
work  for  you.  These  programs  convert  the  binary  file  to 
a  text  file  so  that  the  receiving  station  can  handle  it 
conventionally,  without  the  need  to  manipulate  the  way 
your  TNC  receives  data.  Binary  information  is  converted 
to  a  special  set  of  text  and  control  characters,  and 
converted  back  to  binary  information  by  the  receiving 
station. 

There  are  several  programs  that  one  can  use  to  do 
this.  One  method  that  you  may  have  seen  on  the  packet 
BBSs  is  7Plus.  This  is  widely  used  in  Europe,  but  does 
not  seem  to  be  too  popular  here  in  the  U.S.  It  allows  you 
to  split  the  binary  file  into  parts,  making  for  easier 
sending. Your  TNC  and  computer  are  "fooled"  into 
thinking  that  the  file  is  standard  text,  so  none  of  the 
usual  gyrations  one  may  have  to  endure  with  other 
methods  are  required. 

Another  program  is  called  "YAPP".  This  is  pur¬ 
ported  to  mean  "Yet  Another  Packet  Program".  It  is 
widely  implemented  in  the  MSYS  BBSs.  While  it  is 
possible  to  use,  there  are  some  designed-in  limitations  to 


this  program,  and  I  am  told  that  it  has  a  fundemental 
flaw  that  may  cause  transmission  errors  with  some  files. 

The  easiest  way  to  send  executable  programs  by 
packet  (that  I  know  of)  is  to  use  a  neat  little  package  of 
programs  called  UU  Encode/Decode.  This  is  a  pretty 
common  package  that  is  freely  available  on  the  internet, 
and  even  on  some  shareware  CDs.  There  are  two 
programs  in  the  package.  UU  Encode  turns  the  Binary 
file  into  a  text  file.  After  the  file  is  received  and  stored 
on  your  cojputer,  UU  Decode  takes  over  and  converts 
the  file  back  to  it’s  native  binary  format,  ready  to  use 
just  like  any  other  binary  file. 

UU  Encode/Decode  also  allows  you  to  split  a  binary 
file  into  pieces,  just  as  7Plus  does.  This  is  awfully  handy 
when  you  have  a  poor  packet  radio  path  to  your  destina¬ 
tion  station.  It  also  is  very  commonly  implemented  on 
the  Internet.  It  was  the  method  of  choice  before  E-Mail 
attachments  were  commonplace. 

How  Do  You  Do  It? 

This  is  the  really  nice  pan  of  UUE  -  it  is  easy.  The 
program  runs  in  DOS  (or  a  DOS  window),  and  I  have 
used  it  on  DOS  3.3,  as  well  as  DOS  6.22.  I  have  run  it 
on  an  8088  as  well  as  a  486,  so  if  you  are  using  an  older 
model  computer  for  packet,  you  won’t  be  left  in  the  dust. 
It  is  command-line  driven.  Let’s  say  we  have  a  file 
called  "  MAPPO.EXE”  that  we’d  like  to  send  to  a  friend 
via  packet.  To  encode  a  file  for  transmission,  we  would 
enter  this  command  aLtbe  DOS  prompt  (you  will  have  to 
use  the  correct  path,  of  course):  _ 

UUENCODE  MAPPO.EXE 

In  a  few  moments,  the  program  will  tell  you  that  the 
file  has  been  converted,  with  a  name  of 
"MAPPO.UUE" .  The  original  file  is  left  intact.  You  will 
notice  that  the  "MAPPO.UUE”  file  is  larger  than  the 
original.  This  is  normal,  and  only  to  be  expected.  UUE 
adds  information  on  file  size  and  gives  a  checksum, 
which  increases  the  size  of  the  file.  The  conversion 
process  also  expands  the  size  of  the  file  because  of  the 
method  of  conversion  that  is  used.  Converting  a  25K  file 
will  increase  its  size  to  35K. 

When  sending  the  file,  all  you  have  to  do  is  perform 
a  standard  file  upload,  just  as  though  you  were  uploading 
a  text  file  to  a  BBS  or  to  a  friend’s  packet  station. 

On  the  receiving  end,  a  capture  file  is  opened  and 
saved  to  disk.  When  the  file  is  received  in  full,  the 
capture  file  is  closed.  The  receiving  station  exits  the 
packet  program  (or  "shell’s  out",  if  enough  memory  is 
available  for  this  purpose),  and  runs  the  UUDECODE 
program.  This  command  resembles  (once  again,  the  path 
on  your  computer  will  be  part  of  the  command): 

UUDECODE  MAPPO.UUE 

And  the  original  binary  file  checked  for  errors  and 
restored  to  its  orginal  state,  if  there  are  not  transmission 
errors.  If  there  is  an  error,  the  program  will  not  be 
converted  and  you  will  be  notified  of  this. 

Conclusion: 

UUEncode/Decode  is  one  of  the  easiest  methods  I  have 
seen  to  send  binary  files  when  you  seem  to  be  limited  to 
"text-only".  It  also  works  on  the  "FreE-Mail”  services  on 
the  internet  that  limit  you  to  this  "text-only"  mode.  And 
it  also  is  widely  supported  on  TCP/IP  amateur  stations, 
so  you  can  download  programs  from  these  stations,  too. 

You  can  obtain  UUE  on  the  internet  from  a  multitude 
of  internet  sites.  Go  to  your  favorite  search  engine  and 
enter  "UUE",  and  you  will  doubtless  find  a  site  for  a 
DOS  implementation  of  this  pair  of  programs.  Linux 
users  also  can  find  it  out  there,  if  you  don’t  have  it 
already,  sunsite.unc.edu  is  the  first  place  for  Linux  users 
to  check.  If  you  don’t  have  internet  access,  send  a  note 
to  me  and  I  will  gladly  send  you  a  copy  of  the  program. 

No  matter  what  operating  system  you  use,  UUE  is  an 
easy  and  practical  method  to  send  binary  files  via  packet. 
Of  course,  it  is  always  good  to  take  into  consideration 
other  traffic  on  your  LAN  before  you  engage  in  a 
lengthy  file  transfer  session  of  any  kind.  But  once  you 
use  it,  you  will  wonder  why  others  aren’t  using  it  -  it’s 
so  easy! 

That’s  all  we  have  space  for  this  time  out.  Until  next 
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[  WISCONSIN  AMATEUR  PACKET  RADIO  ] 

|  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  j 

!  PLEASE  PRINT  ! 


i  NAME: 

CALL: 

HOME  PHONE:/  ) 

I 

i 

!  ADDRESS: 

CITY: 

STATE:  ZIP: 

l 

!  HOME  BBS: 

FREQ. 

(Listing  your  home  BBS  is  important) 

i  Your  HOME  BBS  should  be  a  full  service  BBS,  not  your  TNC's  meibox. 

!  MY  PACKET  STATION  OPERATES: 

DAY 

NIGHT 

24HRS 

I  OPERATE  A: _ DIGIPEATER  WITH  ALIAS  OF:. 

_ FULL  SERVICE  BBS 

PRIMARY  PACKETINTEREST/EXPERTISE  IS: _ 


_ YES  I  want  to  receive  Badger  State  Smoke  Signals  and  I  understand  tfiat  part  ot  my  dues  goes  to  pay  this 

subscription,  cost  $20.00 

_ NO  IdonotwishtorsceiveBadgerStateSmokeSignalsasapartofmy  WAPR  membership.  Cost  $15.00 

COMPLETE  and  return  this  form  with  your  check  or  money  order  •  $15.00  membership  only  or  $20.00  membership  and 
Badger  State  Smoke  Signals,  made  payable  to  W  A.  P.R. 

Allen  Schnepf,  N0GMJ,  Treasurer 
W5000  SR  86,  P.O.  Box  558  •  Ogema,  Wl  54459-0558 
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From  The  Ground  Wave,  Saint  Paul  Radio  Club 

Saint  Paul  Radio  Club  (SPRC) 

Contact:  Ed  VanCleave,  W0VC,  (612)  636-0108 
Test  Site:  St.  Paul  Technical  College 
235  Marshall  Ave. 

St  Paul,  MN 

TESTING:  First  Saturday  of  the  month,  8:30  a.m. 

Anoka  Amateur  Radio  Club  (AARC) 

Contact:  Craig  Johnson,  AA0ZZ  (612)  483-3143 
Test  Site:  Blaine  City  Hall 
9150  Central  Ave  NE 
Blaine,  MN 

TESTING:  Second  Saturday  of  the  month,  9:00  a.m. 

Bloomington  Office  of  Emergency  Management 
(Bloomington  Amateur  Radio  Club  (BARC)) 

Contact:  Dan  Royer,  KEOOR  (612)  888-9756 
Test  Site:  Fire  Station  No.  1 
94th  St.  &  Nicollet  Avenue  S. 

Bloomington,  MN 

TESTING:  Fourth  Saturday  of  the  month,  9:00  a.m. 

Valley  Amateur  Radio  Club  (VARC) 

Contact:  Bill  Martin,  AI0D  (612)  432-0438 
Test  Site:  Hayes  Community  Center 
14601  Hayes  Road 
Apple  Valley,  MN 

TESTING:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month  7:00  p.m. 
W5YI  Group 

Contact:  Dave  Ranney,  N0AXL  (612)  542-2553 
Test  Site:  Eden  Prairie  Library 
479  Eden  Prairie  Drive 
Eden  Prairie,  MN 

TESTING:  Third  Tuesday  of  the  month  6:30  p.m. 


WB9FDZ  (Original  Club  Call) 

K90DK  (Robert  L.  Prine  Memorial  Call) 

r 

Raymond  J.  Matlosz,  N9MLZ,  Secretary 
450  West  2nd  Street  •  Reedsburg,  Wl  53959 


The  April  6,  1999  meeting  of  the  Yellow  Thunder 
Amateur  Radio  Club,  Inc.,  was  called  to  order  at  7:40 
p.m.  by  Steve  Schulze,  N9UDO. 

Minutes  for  the  March  2,  1999  meeting  was  ap¬ 
proved  with  the  following  correction:  Art  Kleefisch’s  call 
sign  is  W9WSS. 

Financial  report  was  accepted. 

OLD  BUSINESS 

(1)  Fox  Hunt,  with  prize,  will  be  May  4th  at  6:30 
p.m.  beginning  in  the  parking  lot  of  the  Baraboo  Civic 
Center. 

(2)  MARA  SWAPFEST:  Sunday  April  11,  1999  with 
club  and  BATS  having  a  table. 

(3)  No  word  on  the  status  of  the  sale  of  the  club 
generator. 

(4)  Field  Day  will  be  held  in  the  usual  place  in  June 
featuring  the  cooking  of  N9UDO’s  wife. 

(5)  Update  on  status  of  a  club  having  a  repeater. 

NEW  BUSINESS 

(1)  Bill  Hommel  KA9QFJ  wondered  if  the  club  was 
interesting  in  purchasing  a  GPS  for  club  use. 

(2)  Club  will  not  be  participating  in  YODA  this  year. 

(3)  Pete  Sweeney,  WD9JIB,  updated  the  club  on 


Sauk  County  Emergency  Government,  including  plans 
for  New  Year’s  eve. 

BUCK  NIGHT  WINNER:  Thomas  Harrison,  N9- 
PQJ,  who  graciously  donated  his  winnings  to  the  Field 
Day  Food  and  Beverage  Fund.  Thanks,  Tom. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:24  p.m. 

NEXT  MEETING  AND  FOX  HUNT:  Tuesday 
May  4,  1999  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Baraboo  Civic  Center 
(parking  lot  and  then  room  14). 

The  following  members  and  guest  were  present: 


Jim  Brann,  KB9NXG 
Raymond  Matlosz,  N9MLZ 
David  Estes,  KB9QDE 
Steve  Schulze,  N9UDO 
Leonard  Wagner,  N9XJG 
Peter  Sweeney,  WD9JIB 
Thomas  Harrison,  N9PQJ 
Bill  Hommel,  KA9QFJ 
Jim  Paul,  N9LKY 
Art  Kleefisch,  W9WSS 
Bill  Klinkner,  N9KXX 
Anne  Klinkner,  N9PQL 
Patrick  Klinkner 


North  Freedom 
Reedsburg 
Reedsburg 
Baraboo 
Baraboo 
Reedsburg 
Reedsburg 
Baraboo 
Baraboo 
Baraboo 
Sauk  City 
Sauk  City 
Sauk  City 
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SE  Metro  Area  Radio  Club  (SEMARC) 

Contact:  Dave  Harrell,  K0BTE  (612)  459-8678 
Test  Site:  Cottage  Grove  fire  Station 
8641  80th  ST.,  S 
Cottage  Grove,  MN 

TESTING:  Third  Saturday  of  the  month,  9:00  a.m. 

The  times  and  places  listed  above  are  the  usual  time  and 
place  for  each  VE  team.  Occasionally,  sessions  are 
canceled  or  changed.  It  is  a  good  idea  to  call  ahead  to 
confirm  the  test  time  and  place. 

This  section  of  Badger  State  Smoke  Signals  is  available 
to  publicize  your  Volunteer  Examiner  Amateur  Radio 
license  examination  schedules.  Please  send  us  your 
schedules  of  dates,  times,  and  locations  that  you  will  be 
conducting  examinations  and  we  will  include  the 
information  here.  Be  sure  to  include  contact  address  and 
any  other  necessary  requirements.  Information  should  be 
sent  to  K9EN  at  the  address  shown  on  page  2.  □ 


The  bargain) 

MODE  ■ — y 


SELL  SWAP  BUY 


OUR  WANT  ADS  GET  RESULTS 


FOR  SALE:  Communications  Electronics  Specialties 
(CES)  Model  SDI-50  repeater  controller.  Includes 
manual,  repeater  interface  cable  and  DTMF 
programming  encoder.  Features  include  remote 
programming,  a  full-featured  autopatch  including 
reverse  patch,  courtesy  beep,  CW  ID,  and  standard 
range  of  timers.  More  info  on  this  controller  can  be 
found  at:  http://www.ceswireless.com/sdi_50.htm 
or  call  1-800-327-9956.  Asking  price  is  $250.00. 
For  more  info  contact  Roland  Sacho,  N9UBQ, 
Taylor  Co.  Office  of  Emergency  Government  at 
715-748-3503,  e-mail  tcemlepc@mail.tds.net  or 
Mike  Schoenfuss,  N9GHZ,  at  715-223-8009, 
e-mail  muzikman@pcpros.net. 


FOR  SALE:  Hallicrafters  HT-37  tube-type 
transmitter  -  good  cond.  1 00.00  Realistic  HTX-1 00 
10M  transceiver  -  like  new  with  mobile  bracket, 
mic,  and  mobile  antenna.  $75.00.  Hand-held  1M 
(old)  with  charger.  $  1 0.00.  Dave  Guilliom,  Wausau 
Wl  (715)  842  0728. 


FOR  SALE:  Colorful  United  States  Stamps.  100  all 
different.  $1 .00  postpaid.  Richard  Regent,  K9GDF, 
5003  South  26th  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wl  53221.  □ 


APRS  Web  Sites 


We  hope  you  are  reading  the  series  about  the  Automatic  Position  Reporting  System  we  are  printing,  written 
monthly' by  Tom  Weeden,  WJ9H.  It’s  actually  much  more  than  its  name  indicates.  Here  are  two  Web  sites  you  can 
visit  to  get  a  little  more  "hands-on"  info  before  you  plunge  into  APRS.  The  first  is: 
http:/www.execpc.com/~N9UUR  and  the  second  is  http://n9uur.irnc.mu.edu/CALLSIGN,  where  callsign  is  the 
calf  of  the  station  you’re  seeking.  A  working  example  would  be  using  WJ9H  or  N9UDO.  The  second  URL  works  with 
either  Netscape  or  IExplorer. 


AMERWRON  True  Legal  Until™  Tuner 

Easily  handles  1500  Watts  continuous  carrier  even  on  160  Meters  . . .  High-cur- 
rent  edge-wound  silver  plated  Roller  Inductor . .  .  Two  500  pf  high  capacitance 
tuning  capacitors  with  6:1  vernier  reduction  drives  ...  3  core  choke  balun  . . .  Six 
position  antenna  switch  . .  .  True  peak  reading  Cross-Needle  SWR/Wattmeter .  .  . 

Call  your  dealer  for  your  best  price! 

AMERITRON  ATR-30 


Suggested  Retail 

•  Handles  1500  Watts  carrier 

•  Super  High  Current  edge-wound 
silver  plated  Roller  Inductor 

•  500  pf  tuning  capacitors  with  6:1 
vernier  reduction  drives 

•  3  core  choke  balun 

•  6  position  antenna  switch 

•  True  peak  reading  meter 

AMERITRON’S  ATR-30  True  Legal 
Limit ™  roller  inductor  antenna  tuner  is  ham 
radio's  toughest!  It'll  handle  1500  Watts 
continuous  carrier  output  on  all  modes  and 
all  HF  bands  into  most  antennas  —  even  on 
160  Meters  where  most  antenna  tuners  fail. 

tt’s  perfect  for  Ameritron's  most  powerful 
amplifiers  where  the  ATR-30  just  loafs. 

All  band  coverage  lets  you  operate  1  8-30 
MHz  including  all  MARS  and  WARC  bands. 

Super  High  Current  Roller  Inductor 
You’ll  see  Ameritron's  new  super  high 
current  air  core  roller  inductor.  It's  edge 
wound  from  a  thick  solid  copper  strip  and 
silver  plated.  This  produces  a  large  surface 
area  and  a  massive  conductor.  It  can  carry 
huge  circulating  RF  currents  and  withstand 


tremendous  heat  that'll  melt  or  bum  ordi¬ 
nary  roller  inductors. 

A  gear  driven  turns  counter  and  crank 
knob  gives  you  precise  inductance  control. 

Two  500  pf  Tuning  Capacitors 
Two  500  pf  —  the  highest  of  any  antenna 
tuner  —  variable  transmitting  capacitors  give 
you  no-arc  wide  range  impedance  matching 
for  true  high  power  performance. 

6:1  vernier  reduction  drives  makes  capac¬ 
itor  tuning  smooth  and  easy. 

Super  Balun,  6  position  Antenna  Switch 
Super  heavy  duty  three  core  choke  balun 
lets  you  match  virtually  any  balanced  feed¬ 
line  antenna  without  core  saturation. 

A  6  position  antenna  switch  lets  you 
select  your  desired  operating  antenna. 


Read  true  Peak  Power 
Ameritron’s  active  electronic  true  peak 
reading  meter  accurately  reads  forward  and 
reflected  power  and  SWR  simultaneously  on 
a  lighted  Cross-Needle  meter. 

Roomy  Cabinet  maintains  High-Q 
Roomy  extra-strong  .080  inch  thick  alu¬ 
minum  cabinet  gives  highest  efficiency  and 
lowest  loss.  1 37.Wx5Vi  Hx  I  77:  D  inches. 
AMERITRON  ATR-15  Antenna  Tuner 
ATR-15,  $399.  Handles 
1500  Watts  RF  output. 
Slightly  less  on  160  Meters. 
Bandswitched  T-Network. 
peak  reading  SWR/  Wattmeter,  covers  1  .8- 
30  MHz.  6  pos.  antenna  switch,  balun  137: 
W  x5'/;xl3'/<  in.  Perfect  for  AL-80B/AL572. 
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Ameritron  has  the  best  selection  off  True  Legal  Limit™  HF  Amplifiers 

AMERITRON’S  legal  limit  amplifiers  use  Peter  Dahl  super  heavy  duty  Hypersil power  transformer  capable  of  2500  Watts! 

AmeiMran'i  moff  powarfvf  Amp  Awtoritroii'a  towghmrt  Amp  AnwHiroii'i  douJcAmp 


with  Eimac'  8877  ceramic  tube 


with  F.imac *  3CXI200A7  tube 


Suggested  Retail 
TnieLegtil  Limit ™ 
Ameritron’s 
most  powerful 
amplifier  uses 
the  herculean  Eimac"  8877  ceramic  tube. 

It's  so  powerful  that  65  Watts  drive  gives 
you  the  full  output  power  --  and  it's  just 
loafing  because  the  power  supply  is  capable 
of  2500  Watts  PEP.  All  HF  bands,  all 
modes.  77  pounds.  187:Dx  1 7Wxl0H  in. 


Suggested  Retail 
TrueLegiilLimit ™ 
Get  ham 
radio's  toughest 
tube  with  AL- 
1200.  The  Eimac*  3CX1200A7  has  a  50 
Watt  control  grid  dissipation  and  the  lowest 
history  of  field  replacement  of  any  modem 
transmitting  tube  that  we  use.  90  Watts  in 
gives  you  full  power  out.  All  HF  bands,  all 
modes.  76  pounds,  187:Dxl7Wxl0H  in. 


with  2  graphite  plate  Amperes*  3-500ZC  tubes 

AL-82 

2 

Suggested  Retail 
TrueLeg<:ILimirn‘ 
Most  Imears 
using  3-500s 
can’t  give  you 
1500  Watts  because  their  lightweight  power 
supplies  can  't  use  these  tubes  to  their  full 
potential.  AL-82  is  ham  radio’s  only  super 
3-500  amp!  100  Watts  in  gives  you  full 
power  out.  All  HF  bands,  all  modes  Hetty 
76  pounds.  18'ADxl  7Wx  I0H  inches 


1J  plus  kW  SSB  HF  Amp  NaarL*galUmit'“  Amp  X  JrW  Desktop  HF  Amp 

with  2  Eimac "  3CX800A7  tubes  with  four  Svetlana *  S72H  tubes  with  Amperes *  J-500ZG  tube 


»  » 


AL-800H,  $2295  suggest¬ 
ed  retail.  Two  Eimac* 
3CX800A7  tubes  produces 
1500  plus  Watts  SSB  PEP 
with  55  Watts  drive.  52  lbs  . 
87:Hx  16‘/:Dx  147,  W  in.  AL- 
800,  $1595  suggested  retail, 
single  3CX800A7.  1250  Watts 
out  with  70  Walls  drive. 


AL-572,  $1395  suggested 
retail  New  class  of  Near 
Legal  Limit ™  amplifier  gives 
you  1 300  Watts  SSB  PEP 
power  output  (70  Watts 
drive)  for  659f  of  price  of 
full  legal  limit  amps!  Instant 
3-second  warm-up.  40  lbs 
87:Hxl57:Dxl47:W  inches. 


Pl«  I  Ilf  n  n  SWI/Wattimt» 

AWM-30,  $149  suggested  retail 
Active  circuit  gives  true  peak/averagt 
readings  on  lighted  Cross-Needle 
meter.  3000/300  Watt  ranges.  Remote  sensor. 

Coif  pour  dmalmr  hr  yoiw  bast  prism! 


AL-80B,  $1295  suggested 
retail.  Gives  you  full  kilowatt 
SSB  PEP  output  (85  Watts  in) 
from  a  whisper  quiet  compact 
desk-  top  I i near.  87:  x  14x 
157:  in.  Plugs  into  1 20  VAC 
outlet  Graphite  plate  Amperes* 
3-500ZG  tube.  Nearly  10% 
efficiency.  Weighs  48  lbs 


. .  .  the  world’s  high  power  leader ! 

1 16  Willow  Road.  Starkville.  MS  407 so 
TECH  (601)  323-821 1  •  FAX  (601 )  323-6551 
8  a.m.  -  4:30  p  m.  CST  Monday  -  Fndav 

For  power  amplifier  components  cull  (601  >  323-K2 1 1 

http://www.ameritron.cotv 
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Buy  It  •  Sell  It  •  Trade  It  •  Fix  It 


SWAPFESTS 


1991  WINNERS 

Jcutca  L  W manned.  KB9AMX. 


MkM  R  Placek  KB9SCH 
Oak  Creek 


27th  ANNUAL  MIDWINTER 

SWAPFEST 

WAUKESHA  EXPOSITION 
CENTER 

WAUKESHA,  WISCONSIN 

SATURDAY 
JANUARY  8,  2000 

Both  sponsored  by: 


sponsored  by: 

THE  WEST  ALLIS  RADIO  AMATEUR  CLUB,  INC. 
P.  O.  BOX  1072  •  MILWAUKEE,  WISCONSIN  53201 


HAM  IT  UP  EVERY  SPRING! 

MADISON  SWAPFEST 

Thanks  for  attending! 
2000  date  and  location 
to  be  announced. 
Sponsored  by  MARA/W9HSY 


P.  O.  Box  8890  Madison,  Wl  53708-8890 

Swapfest  Information  Line:  (608)  245-8890 


SOUTH  MILWAUKEE  AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB 

SMFIIST  m 

July  10,  1999 

(Held  every  July) 

American  Legion  Park 
Shepard  A  venue  •  Oak  Creek ,  Wl 
(414)  762-3235  Extension:  Ask  for  Verne 

P.  O.  Box  102  South  Milwaukee,  Wl  53172 


SEWFARS  SWAPFEST 


LahesharE  Hamfest 


HAMRADIOS  COMPUTERS  ELECTRONICS 
AMATEUR  LICENSE  EXAT  5 


Sunday  -  March  12, 2000 
8:00  AM  -  2:00  PM 
Setup  Starts  at  6:00  AM 
For  More  Information  Call:  (414)  835-7035 


and  Computer  Smapfest 

Manitowoc  County  Expo 

Intersection  of  Hwys.  42-151  end  1-43  on  Cty.  Hwy.  R 

Saturday,  May  8,  1999 

For  more  information,  call: 

Glenn,  AA9MT:  920-684-7096 
Red,  N9GHE:  920-684-9097 

ManCoRad  Radio  Club  •  P.O.  Box  204  •  Manitowoc,  Wl  54221-0204 


TRI-COUNTY  ARC  PRESENTS 

EMMIMEST  WM) 

YOUR  SPRING  FAVORITE! 

Sunday,  March  21 
Jefferson  County  Fairgrounds 


tricountyarc@globaldialog.com 
TCARC  •  711  East  Street  920-563-6502 

Fort  Atkinson,  Wl  53538  Evenings 


The  Central  Wisconsin  Radio  Amateurs  presents  the 

22nd  annual  Swapfest  and  Auction 
SUNDAY.  JUNE  6,  1999 

University  Center 

Bigger  and  pr 


Indoors  1 


Indoor  dealers  uni'-- 

Frr  - 

BIG  AUCTION  S. 


Information:  Wri 


\\e^ 


Eau  Amateur  Radio  Club 

H  AMFEST 
Saturday,  July  10,  1999 


Ratine  Amateur  Radio  and  Computer  Auetion 

Friday,  October  1, 1999  •  7  p.m.  to  ?? 


and  security 


...HER,  W90AH.  AUCTIONEER 
(vti90K,  CWRA  Secretary.  2229  Dixon 
„  o  (event  Point  Wl  54481. 

E-mail:  maeiden@g2a.net 


For  Information  Contact: 

ECARC 

P.O.  Box  1867  Eau  Claire,  Wl  54702-1867 

http://www.ecarc.org 


Knights  of  Columbus  Hall  (just  east  of  1-94) 

13249  Washington  Ave.  (Hwy.  20)  •  Racine,  Wl 
$2.00  admission  •  $1  registration  per  lot  •  Low  auction  lee 
E-mail:  w9udu@wi.net  Voice  mail:  (414)  552-6RMC 

Web:  http://www2.wi.net/  ~  hamradio/auctioaTITML 


Ozaukee  Radio  Club 

21$T  ANNUAL  RADIO  AND 
COMPUTER  SWAPFEST 

Saturday,  May  1,  1999 

8  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  •  Circle  B  Recreation  Center 
Intersection  of  Highway  60  and  County  I 
Exams  by  Badger  Examiners,  c/o  Gary  Sharbuno, 
5119  W.  Willow  Rd.,  Brown  Deer,  Wl  53222 
Swapfest  sponsored  by  the  Ozaukee  Radio  Club 
1702  Holly  Lane,  Grafton,  Wl  53024 


Circus  City  Swapfest 

Sponsored  by  The  Yellow  Thunder  Amateur  Radio  Club 

Saturday  August  14,  1999  •  7  a.m.  -  noon 
Sauk  County  Fairgrounds  •  Baraboo,  Wl 


Red  Cedar  Repeater  Association,  Inc. 

AUCTION 


Vendors  •  Concessions 

$4  -  Advanced 

Camping  •  Free  Parking 

$5  -  At  Gate 

Tail  Gate  Area 

8  Foot  Tables  -  $5 

February  22,  2000  •  7:00  p.m. 

American  Legion  Post  53  •  634  Water  Street 
Eau  Claire,  Wl 


Steve  Schulze,  N9UDO  Bill  Klinkner,  N9KXX 

(608)  356-2313/356-4777  (608)  643-6908/643-6453 

http://www.thelorax.com/~sschulze/hamfest.htm 


Steve  Hart,  KA90MC 
K616  810th  Ave. 


CONTACT: 


715-665-2374 
Knapp,  Wl  54749 


PRODUCTS  AND  SERVICES 


2374  I 
4749  I 


AMATEUR 

ELECTRONIC 


SUPPLY^ 


The  World's  largest  Haiti  Dealer 
is  located  in  Wisconsin 


and  throughout  the  world  at 

www.aasham.com 


Complete  Inventories 
Top  Trades 
Competitive  Pricing 


•  Quality  Used  Gear 

•  Service  Department 
■  Same  Day  Shipping 


Browse  our  inventory 

witnoutleaving  your  cnair 


■Download  the  Newest  AES  Catalog 
I  Place  an  Order  on-line  at  our 

^jTrnirr  titu 


Radio 

Recyclers 


USED  HAM  RADIO  EQUIPMENT 

Neil  Lawton  WK9Q 

www.execpc.com/-radiorec  radlorec@execpc.com 

414-760-3000 

Radio  Estate  Liquidators 
over  40,000  tube*  and  other  antique  radio  parte 
5702  W.  Good  Hop*  Rd.  Milwiuk**,  Wl  53223 
(Located  next  door  to  AES) 


(715)644-2112  FAX:  (715)  644-2621 

RICH'S  GENERAL  STORE  AND  SURPLUS 

Route  2  •  Stanley  Wl  54768 
"YOUR  DISCOUNT  HAM  SOURCE" 

Alinco  mobile  HF,  VHFfUHF,  and  HTs 
Ask  it  any  Alinco  factory  closeouts  are  currently  available! 
AMATEUR  RADIO  BOOKS,  CASSETTES.  AND  VIDEO  TAPES  •  GARMIN  GPS 
Jo.  N9MEI  (800)  646-RICH  Rich.  N9MEH 


Craig  Henderson 
N8DJB 


Phone  (419)  352-4465 
Hours:  10-5 


Rotor  Doctor 

Rotor  Parts  and  Repair 


7368  S.R.  105 


Pemberville,  OH  43450 


BATTERIES 


BATTERIES  FOR  ALL  YOUR  POWER  REQUIREMENTS 


NICKEL  CADMIUM 
SEALED  LEAD  ACID 
GEL  CELLS 
ALKALINE 
LITHIUM 


E.  H.  YOST  &  COMPANY 

221 1 -D  PARVIEW  RD. 
MIDDLETON,  Wl  53562 
TELEPHONE  (608)  83  I  -3443 
FAX  (608)  831-1082 
ehyost@mrnicd-ehyostco.com 


THE  HAMS  DIME  STORE  St  WHOLESALER  TO  THE  WORLD 


ORDERS  1-800662-3422 
TECH  INFO  920435-3359 
FAX  LINE  920435-2980 


ARRL 

Publications  HOTLINE 


VCR  SERVICE 
5forth  freedom  ^Electronics 


SCOTT  KB9AMM  8c  JILL  KB9PZF  E-MAIL  KB9AMMejUNO.COM 
P.O.  BOX  1 263 1  CREEN  BAY.  Wl  54307-263 1 
PRODUCTS  FOR  HAMS  FROM  HAMS  SINCE  1978 


Call  toll  free!  888-277-5289 

e-mail:  pubsales@arrl.org 

Check  us  out  on  the  Web: 
http://www.arrl.org/ 

•  Complete  Publications  Catalog 


Same  day  service  by  appointment 
VCR  Cleaning:  $19.95 
Computers  •  Musical  Instruments 
Stereos  •  Auto  Sound  •  CDs  •  CBs 
Sorry,  no  TVs  or  stacked  stereo  systems 
HOURS  MAY  VARY  -  CALL  AHEAD 


John  Schmelzer 

701  C  Walnut  Rnv 


(608)  533-4366 

Mnrth  Croodnm  \A/I  RIORI 


